
Rancho San Rafael Pollinator Garden



Why do we care about pollinators?
• According to the USDA, over 100 U.S. grown 

crops rely on pollinators. These include 
almonds, berries, non-citrus fruit trees, and 
melons! (www.usda.gov/pollinators)

• Pollinators provide about $18 billion 
in additional revenue to crop 
production yearly! (www.usda.gov/pollinators)

• Plant and pollinator diversity are significantly 
related! (Heithaus 1974, Moldenke 1975, del Moral and Standley 1979)

• (They're cool!)
Courtesy of thisisreno.com





Achieving Integrated Vegetation 
Management Goals

Reestablish stable perennial native or adaptive plant communities, with a preference for native 
plants
• Revegetating with native/adaptive wildflower species to create perennial plant communities 

that attract and interact with pollinators for future success
• Including a native bee garden to promote pollination of native plants

Prevent, minimize, and reduce noxious and invasive weeds
• Utilizing native plant species to establish resilient and productive vegetation communities

Revegetate disturbed and/or post-fire sites where remaining plant communities cannot 
provide ecosystem services
• Creating perennial plant communities in a disturbed former pasture site that offers benefits to 

local pollinators



Trees planted at 
site



Tilling to prepare 
seed beds



Seed bed and 
walkway layout



Trail construction 
with Tesla 
volunteers



Plants from 
moana nursery



Volunteers installing 
plants for the 

Honeybee garden



Completed 
Honeybee garden 

installation



Visitation by 
pollinators!



Enhancement of open space

• Space for community engagement with 
natural resources

• Facilities for social and educational events

• Attracts visitors to the Rancho San Rafael park 
and brings attention to other park spaces such 
as the Urban Farm Demonstration Garden
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