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WATER DISINFECTION PROCEDURES

BOILING

Boil vigorously for 10 minutes. Cool water to room temperature before use. To improve taste,
aerate water by pouring it from one clean container to another several times.

BLEACH PURIFICATION

Use clear water when ever possible. If water is cloudy, strain the water through a clean cloth.
Add 1 teaspoon of liquid household bleach to 5 gallons of water (or 16 drops, approximately 14
teaspoon, to 1 gallon of water). Mix thoroughly and let stand for 30 minutes.

PURIFICATION TABLETS

Tablets are available at most drugstores or camping supply stores. Follow directions.

DISINFECTION OF WELLS

Wells must be thoroughly disinfected before sampling or using for drinking water. The well area
must be clear of flooding before starting work on the well.

1. Pump well water to waste (not into the septic system) until the water is relatively
clear.

2. Stop pump.

3. Add 1gallon of liquid household bleach directly into the well casing. Use protective
eye glasses and avoid contact with the bleach.

4. Allow the well to stand for 30 minutes to permit the chlorine (bleach) to settle in the
well. Then surge the well by alternately starting and stopping the pump.
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5. Open taps at farthest ends ofthe water system and turn on the well. Turn off these
taps when chlorine is present. Then run the chlorinated water to ever plumbing fixture
or tap on the property or in the house, one at a time, until chlorine is present. When
chlorinated water is present at all plumbing fixtures and taps let the chlorinated water
stand in the pipes for 24 hours.

6. Pump well water to waste (not into the septic system) until there is no chlorine odor
In the water.

7. The water system must be completely clear of chlorine before the total coliform
sample is taken. Pick up the sample bottles and sampling instructions from the
Nevada State Laboratory, located at 1660North Virginia Street. If you need
directions, their telephone number is 688-1335. Their hours are 8 A.M. to 5 P.M.
Monday through Friday. Take the total coliform sample, using only the bottles
supplied by the laboratory and follow the sampling instructions. Immediately take the
sample to the Nevada State Laboratory. At this time, there is not a charge for the well
water testing of flood victims if you present a copy ofthis letter to the Nevada State
Laboratory.

8. If you are unable to sample the well, call the Washoe County District Health
Department for assistance, 328-2434. The District Health Department will take the
sample at no additional charge to flood victims.

If you have questions concerning the above proceedures, please call me at 328-2429.
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