
1001 E. Ninth St., Building B, Reno, NV  89512 
Telephone:  775.328.2415 – Fax:  775.328.3752 
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Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Hearing Advisory Board 
Meeting Notice and Agenda 

Members May 4, 2023 
Matthew Buehler 5:30 p.m. 
Frank Kurnik 
Chad Carnes, P.E. Washoe County Administration Complex, Building B 
Kenneth Lund, Attorney 
John Adams 

Health District South Conference Room 

Matt Smith – Alt. 1001 East Ninth Street 
Ronald J. Anderson, P.E., Alt. Reno, NV 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
An item listed with asterisk (*) next to it is an item for which no action will be taken. 
5:30 p.m. 
1. *Roll Call and Determination of Quorum
2. *Pledge of Allegiance
3. *Public Comment

Any person is invited to speak on any item on or off the agenda during this period. Action may
not be taken on any matter raised during this public comment period until the matter is
specifically listed on an agenda as an action item.

4. Approval of Agenda – (For possible action)
May 4, 2023

6. Approval of Draft Minutes – (For possible action)
May 5, 2022

7. Public Hearing to determine whether to recommend approval to the District Board of Health
for a variance for APN 552-084-06 section 020.080. – (For possible action)
Staff Representative:  Latricia Lord
Sergio Quezada & Maria Reyes
8900 Spearhead Way
Reno, NV 89506

9. *Public Comment
Any person is invited to speak on any item on or off the agenda during this period. Action
may not be taken on any matter raised during this public comment period until the matter is
specifically listed on an agenda as an action item.

10. Adjournment – (For possible action)
______________________________________________________________________________
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Possible Changes to Agenda Order and Timing: Items on the agenda may be taken out of order, combined with other items, 
withdrawn from the agenda, moved to the agenda of another later meeting, moved to or from the Consent section, or they may 
be voted on in a block. Items with a specific time designation will not be heard prior to the stated time but may be heard 
later. Items listed in the Consent section of the agenda are voted on as a block and will not be read or considered separately 
unless withdrawn from the Consent agenda. 

Special Accommodations: The Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Board Meetings are accessible to the disabled. Disabled 
members of the public who require special accommodations or assistance at the meeting are requested to notify Administrative 
Health Services in writing at the Washoe County Health District, 1001 East Ninth Street, Building B, Reno, NV 89512, or by 
calling 775.328.2415, 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

Public Comment: During the “Public Comment” items, anyone may speak pertaining to any matter either on or off the agenda, 
to include items to be heard on consent. For the remainder of the agenda, public comment will only be heard during items that 
are not marked with an asterisk (*). Any public comment for hearing items will be heard before action is taken on the item 
and must be about the specific item being considered by the Board. In order to speak during any public comment, each speaker 
must fill out a “Request to Speak” form and/or submit comments for the record to the Recording Secretary. Public comment 
and presentations for individual agenda items are limited as follows: fifteen minutes each for staff and appellant presentations, 
five minutes for a speaker representing a group, and three minutes for individual speakers unless extended by questions 
from the Board or by action of the Chair. 

Response to Public Comment: The Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation Hearing Advisory Board can deliberate or take action 
only if a matter has been listed on an agenda properly posted prior to the meeting. During the public comment period, speakers 
may address matters listed or not listed on the published agenda. The Open Meeting Law does not expressly prohibit responses 
to public comments by the Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation Hearing Advisory Board. However, responses from the Board 
members to unlisted public comment topics could become deliberation on a matter without notice to the public. On the advice 
of legal counsel and to ensure the public has notice of all matters the Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation Hearing advisory 
Board will consider, Board members may choose not to respond to public comments, except to correct factual inaccuracies, 
ask for Health District Staff action or to ask that a matter be listed on a future agenda. The Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation 
Hearing Advisory Board may do this either during the public comment item or during the following item: “Board Comments – 
Limited to Announcement or Issues for future Agendas.” 

Posting of Agenda; Location of Website: 

Pursuant to NRS 241.020, Notice of this meeting was posted at the following locations: 

Washoe County Health District, 1001 E. 9th St., Reno, NV 
Downtown Reno Library, 301 S. Center St., Reno, NV 
Reno City Hall, 1 E. 1st St., Reno, NV 
Sparks City Hall, 431 Prater Way, Sparks, NV 
Washoe County Administration Building, 1001 E. 9th St, Reno, NV  
Washoe County Health District Website:  www.washoecounty.gov/health  
State of Nevada Website: https://notice.nv.gov 

How to Get Copies of Agenda and Support Materials: Supporting materials are available to the public at the Washoe County 
Health District located at 1001 E. 9th Street, in Reno, Nevada.  Ms. Susy Valdespin, Administrative Assistant to the District 
Board of Health is the person designated by the Washoe County District Board of Health to respond to requests for 
supporting materials. Ms. Valdespin is located at the Washoe County Health District and may be reached by telephone at (775) 
328-2415 or by email at svaldespin@washoecounty.gov. Supporting materials are also available at the Washoe County 
Health District Website   www.washoecounty.gov/health  pursuant to the requirements of NRS 241.020. 

 
 

http://www.washoecounty.gov/health
https://notice.nv.gov/
mailto:svaldespin@washoecounty.gov.
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SEWAGE, WASTEWATER, AND SANITATION HEARING BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

Members Thursday, May 5, 2022 
Matthew Buehler, Chair 6:00 p.m. 
Kenneth Lund, Atty 
John Adams 

Washoe County Administration Complex 

Frank Kurnick, Jr. Washoe County Chambers 
Chad Carnes, P.E. 1001 East Ninth Street 
Kenneth Lund, Atty 
Matt Smith – Alternate 
Ronald J. Anderson, P.E.– Alternate 

Reno, NV 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
6:00 p.m. 
1. *Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 

The following members and staff were present: 
Members present: Matthew Buehler 

Kenneth Lund, Atty 
John Adams 

 Chad Carnes, P.E. 
 Frank Kurnick, Jr. 
 
Staff present: Dania Reid, DDA 

Dave Kelly 
 Ellen Messinger-Patton 

Josh Philpott 
 

Members absent: Matt Smith, Alternate 
Ronald J. Anderson, P.E., Alternate 

2. *Pledge of Allegiance 
Those present pledged allegiance to the flag. 

3. *Public Comment 
4. Election of New Chair 

Dave Kelly thanked the new and existing SWS Board Members for their time and service.  
Dania Reid, DDA requested the board nominate a new chair. A motion was made by Mr. 
Carnes “Motion to nominate Mr. Buehler as the new Chair.” Second by Mr. Adams, motion 
carried. 
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5. Approval of Agenda – May 5, 2022 
Chair Buehler moved to approve the agenda of the May 5, 2022, Sewage, Wastewater, and 
Sanitation Board (SWS Board) regular meeting. Second by Mr. Adams, motion approved. 

6. Approval of Draft Minutes – September 3, 2019 
Since the only board member present on May 5, 2022, was Matt Buehler and staff, Mr. Kelly 
created an agenda item to confirm staff verified the minutes to be accurate. Mr. Buehler moved 
to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2019, Sewage, Wastewater, & Sanitation Board 
(SWS Board) regular meeting. Second by Mr. Adams, motion approved. 

7. Hearing - Variance APN 230-101-07- Section 0.0100  
 Staff Representative: Ellen Messinger-Patton 
 Ms. Messinger-Patton provided an overview and stated that the Health District recommends 

the Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation (SWS) Hearing Board support the presented Variance 
Case H22-0001VARI (M&T Land Holdings LLC) to allow the approval of portions of a septic 
system (WBLD21-104161) with less than the required 25’ setback to a drainage channel. The 
variance requests a building sewer line be allowed to cross a storm drainage channel. The 
building sewer will be sleeved with 6” SDR35 pipe, anchored with concrete and installed 1’ 
below the lined drainage channel. She further stated that none of this protrudes into the 
drainage ditch (below) and that WCHD has allowed this in the past with variance and will be 
recommending it be allowed when the regulations are updated.  
Mr. Adams stated his company has done this exact system before with 4” SDR in 6” SDR35 
pipe. He recommended installing warning tape at least one foot above the 50’ sleeve for these 
crossings. Suggested clean-out green markers even though nobody wants to see markers. 
Michael Vet, Engineer for the crossing project stated they would be extending a 25’ sleeve on 
both sides so probably 60 feet total. This may address your concern as the crossing is five feet 
underneath the driveway and will require an engineer sign off for the septic system. Crossing 
will be underneath the drainage pipe. This is in a flood zone and everything is already elevated 
so all water is being directed away from the project. 
Chair Buehler expressed concern about future changes. Dave Kelly stated as-builts are required 
with any changes and WCHD has 98% of records on all Washoe County properties. EHS runs 
into this frequently. Last two variances were similar and crossed irrigation ditches. Intent of 
reg changes will be a minor risk to public health and larger issues will still come before the 
SWS Board. 

Conditions of Approval 
1. Any instances of system non-function must be reported to WCHD for review and shall be 

repaired immediately. In the event of failure to maintain or lack of system function, WCHD 
may require sampling and/or impose restrictions on the property based on the functionality 
of the septic system, up to and including removal of the drainage channel crossing. 

2. Require recording of the variance to the parcel to ensure proper public records notification 
in the event the property is sold to any other person or entity. Recording may not be 
removed without Health District approval. 

Motion made by Chair Buehler “Move to present to the District Board of Health a 
recommendation for approval of Variance Case H22-0001VARI (M&T Land Holdings LLC) 
to allow the approval of a septic system as proposed, including all recommended conditions 
which includes DTAC tape over the entire 50-foot surrounding area.” Second by Mr. Carnes, 
motion approved. Chair Buehler closed the public hearing. 
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8. Hearing - Variance for APN 222-073-04 section 040.100 Table 2  

Staff Representative: Josh Philpott  
Mr. Philpott provided an overview and stated that the Health District recommends the Sewage, 
Wastewater and Sanitation (SWS) Hearing Board support the presented to update and provide 
any direction from the Board on the Environmental Health Services Division’s (EHS) review 
of the submitted variance application for your decision to recommend or deny approval to the 
District Board of Health (DBOH) a variance for APN 222-073-04 which is owned by Michael 
& Julie Dianda. The variance requests the allowance of a building sewer line to cross an 
existing hard piped storm water drainage channel. The building sewer line would be concrete 
encased from the point of crossing, extending to 5 feet on both sides of the crossing. The 
building sewer line will run above the drainage channel with a minimum vertical separation of 
6 inches. 
Discussion and questions with Ryan Simms and Roy Haliburton with Q&D Construction 
regarding other options considered. Currently has SDR35 PVC pipe for lot drainage (rain only) 
so no possibility of debris blockage. Pipe is in a non-traffic load area. 
Mr. Adams stated that it is one pipe over another like the first variance reviewed earlier in the 
agenda. No further concerns or discussion. 

Conditions of Approval 
1. Any instances of system non-function must be reported to WCHD for review and shall be 

repaired immediately. In the event of failure to maintain or lack of system function, WCHD 
may require sampling and/or impose restrictions on the property based on the functionality 
of the building sewer line, up to and including removal of the storm drain crossing. 

2. Require recording of the variance to the parcel to ensure proper public records notification 
in the event the property is sold to any other person or entity. Recording may not be 
removed without Health District approval.  

Motion 
Motion made by Chair Buehler “Move to present to the District Board of Health a recommendation 
for approval of Variance Case H22-0002VARI (Michael & Julie Dianda) to allow the approval of 
a septic system as proposed, including all recommended conditions which includes DTAC tape 
over the entire 50-foot surrounding area.” Second by Mr. Adams. Motion approved. 
Chair Buehler closed the public hearing. 
9. *Public Comment 

As there were no public comment requests, Chair Buehler closed the public comment 
period. 

10. Adjournment –  
At 6:23 p.m., Chair Buehler moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Mr. Lund, motion 
approved. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
1001 East Ninth Street, Building B, Reno, Nevada 89512 
EHS Phone: 775-328-2434   I   Fax: 775-328-6176   I   washoecounty.gov/health 
Serving Reno, Sparks and all of Washoe County, Nevada. Washoe County is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

STAFF REPORT 
BOARD MEETING DATE:  May 4, 2023 

 
TO:  Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation Hearing Advisory Board 
FROM: Latricia Lord, Senior Environmental Health Specialist  

775-328-2689, llord@washoecounty.gov 
SUBJECT: Variance Case #H23-0001VARI; Variance to Section 020.080, Parcel 552-084-06, 

8900 Spearhead Way, Washoe County, NV 
 

SUMMARY 
This staff report summarizes the Environmental Health Services Division’s (EHS) review of the 
submitted variance application for your decision to recommend or deny approval to the District Board 
of Health (DBOH) a variance for APN 552-084-06, owned by Sergio Quezada & Maria Reyes.  The 
variance requests permission to install a septic system on an undeveloped parcel where municipal 
sewer is available within 200 feet. 
Previous Action 
There has been no previous action with this variance request.  The parcel in question will be served by 
community water. 
Background 
The variance correctly identifies the Washoe County Health District (WCHD) Regulations Governing 
Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation (regulations) that prohibits the issuance of a permit to install a 
septic system if public sewer is available within 200 feet from the property line of an undeveloped 
parcel.  After consultation with Washoe County Utilities and City of Reno, an available sewer line is in 
E. Golden Valley Road, approximately 40 feet from the SW corner of Mr. Quezada and Mrs. Reyes’ 
property.   
The property owners wish to build a dwelling on the property and while a test trench has not been 
performed on the parcel, it appears to WCHD staff that sufficient space exists on the property for a 
standard septic system and/or sand filter bed and associated future repair area, meeting all applicable 
setbacks required by the current code.  
The only reason for the variance request is due to the proximity of the sewer line, which prohibits 
WCHD from issuing the necessary permits for the dwelling.  Mr. Quezada and Mrs. Reyes are 
contending that the cost for dragging the sewer line to his property is cost prohibitive.   
Findings of Fact 
The Board must consider the following when making a recommendation on this variance to the DBOH:  

mailto:llord@washoecounty.gov
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1. Will the proposed variance result in contamination of water to the extent it cannot be used 
for its existing or expected use? 

Reply:  The proposed systems would be able to meet all relevant setbacks that a normal 
system would and should not pose any additional threat to groundwater.  There is no 
expectation of groundwater contact expected based on the original sizing of the system; 
However, if groundwater were encountered at depths, WCHD would require an appropriate 
re-design and believes space is available for any necessary modifications to protect 
groundwater should it be encountered. 

2. Will the proposed variance pose a threat to public health? 

Reply:  There are two primary ways that sewage can pose a threat to public health, direct 
exposure via surface and groundwater contamination in areas with domestic wells. All 
sewage would be discharged underground preventing direct exposure and as all setbacks 
and design requirements are met, no increased risk of groundwater contamination is 
expected. 

3. Are there other reasonable alternatives? 

Reply:  WCHD regulations do not allow for the issuance of any permit to install, modify 
or replace a septic system with municipal sewer available within 400 feet.  There is no 
alternative other than for the property owner to drag the sewer line from E. Golden Valley 
Road to his property.   

Conditions of Approval 

1. WCHD is not recommending any conditions of approval at this time, as the property is of 
sufficient size for a standard septic system or a sand filter bed that will meet all applicable 
setbacks.  WCHD would follow its normal permitting and inspection procedures and if 
groundwater or other limiting layers were encountered would require the appropriate 
redesign.  If the Board does determine that there are appropriate conditions of approval, 
any conditions they set should be required to be recorded to the title, not to be removed 
without Health District approval. 

Recommendation 
Staff is neutral as to whether the Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation (SWS) Hearing Board should 
support the presented Variance Case # H23-0001VARI (Sergio Quezada & Maria Reyes) to allow 
for the construction of a septic system to support a new dwelling, as all setbacks should be able to 
be met and the relative cost of dragging sewer to the property is the only issue. Our primary reason 
for remaining neutral is due to EHS’s internal policy that financial hardship situations are not to 
be decided at the staff level but rather at the Advisory Board and District Board of Health level to 
avoid any personal judgements as to what constitutes a financial hardship.  
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Possible Motion 
Should the SWS Hearing Board wish to approve the variance application, the three possible motions 
would be:  

1. “Move to present to the District Board of Health a recommendation for approval of 
Variance Case # H23-0001VARI (Sergio Quezada & Maria Reyes) to allow the permitting 
and construction of a septic system as requested”; OR 

2. “Move to present to the District Board of Health a recommendation for approval of 
Variance Case # H23-0001VARI (Sergio Quezada & Maria Reyes) to allow the permitting 
and construction of a septic system as proposed, with the following conditions (list 
conditions)”; OR 

3. “Move to present to the District Board of Health a denial of Variance care # H23-
0001VARI (Sergio Quezada & Maria Reyes)”.  

The SWS Board may also formulate their own motion or request additional information from the 
applicant if desired. 
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