BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, SIERRA FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT
MONDAY

4:00 P.M.

NOVEMBER 10, 2008

PRESENT:
Bob Larkin, Chairman
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson
Jim Galloway, Commissioner
David Humke, Commissioner
Kitty Jung, Commissioner
Amy Harvey, County Clerk
Katy Simon, County Manager
Melanie Foster, Legal Counsel
Michael Greene, Fire Chief
The Board convened at 4:19 p.m. in regular session in the Commission
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno,
Nevada, and conducted the following business:
08-90SF

AGENDA ITEM 2A

Agenda Subject: “Approval of Agenda for November 10 Board of Commissioners
Meeting.”
There was no response to the call for public comment.
On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Weber,
which motion duly carried, Chairman Larkin ordered that Agenda Item 2A be approved.
08-91SF

AGENDA ITEM 2B

Agenda Subject: “Chief Report: including update in fuels management.”
There was no response to the call for public comment.
On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Weber,
which motion duly carried, Chairman Larkin ordered that Agenda Item 2B be approved.
08-92SF

AGENDA ITEM 2C

Agenda Subject: “Approval of Agreement for use of real property for Fire Training
Activities.”
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There was no response to the call for public comment.
On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Weber,
which motion duly carried, Chairman Larkin ordered that Agenda Item 2C be approved.
08-93SF

AGENDA ITEM 3

Agenda Subject: “Discussion and possible passage of a Resolution designated by the
short title “2008 Sierra Fire Protection District Canvass Resolution”; declaring the
results of an election held within Sierra Fire Protection District, Nevada, on the
Bond and Special Elective Tax Question submitted to the qualified electors of the
District at the election held on Tuesday, November 4, 2008, authorizing the issuance
by the District of its General Obligation Bonds ($5,200,00); authorizing the Chief
Financial Officer or his designee to arrange for the sale of The Bonds; providing
other matters relating thereto; and providing the effective date hereof.”
John Sherman, Finance Director, explained that due to the peculiarities of
election laws relating to special districts, the Board had to approve a resolution for the
County Commission and a resolution for the Fire District canvassing the vote. He
indicated the vote from the General Election held on November 4, 2008 for this item was
4,230 “yes” votes and 4,650 “no” votes. Commissioner Galloway asked if the Board was
only acting on the canvass resolution. Mr. Sherman clarified there were two documents.
He explained the County Commission agenda of November 10, 2008 had the vote totals
and the canvass, but due to the nature of the law, the Fire Commissioners had to complete
the same action. Mr. Sherman stated by passing the resolution the very nature of the
canvass negated the portion of the Sierra Fire Protection District Bond and Special
Elective Tax question and recognized the vote as negative.
In response to the call for public comment, Steven Perez said he was
disappointed that the ballot question failed. He felt it was defeated by people in areas of
the Fire Protection District who had been subsidized by residents in the Mt. Rose
corridor. He stated the Mt. Rose corridor subsidized Washoe Valley, Verdi and Cold
Springs in millions of dollars. Mr. Perez felt it was unacceptable that because the measure
did not pass this became a mute issue and the ArrowCreek station would not be built. He
stated this was just a mere bump in the road and the citizens would figure a way to make
the station happen. He said it became a County responsibility and added the citizens were
looking for reciprocity. Mr. Perez said this would be the start of a strong campaign by the
area citizens to ensure that the County and the District stepped up to provide the needed
protection.
Commissioner Galloway hoped that alternatives could be found to better
serve the residents of ArrowCreek.
Commissioner Humke requested deleting the following words from the
proposed motion: “authorizing the Chief Financial Officer or his designee to arrange for
the sale of the Bonds.”
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On motion by Commissioner Galloway, seconded by Commissioner
Humke, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 3 be adopted,
authorized, and executed, and to delete the following words: “authorizing the Chief
Financial Officer or his designee to arrange for the sale of the Bonds.” The Resolution for
same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.
08-94SF

AGENDA ITEM 4

Agenda Subject: “Introduction and presentation of badges for the three new
firefighter/paramedics for Verdi and the two new firefighters who replaced
retirees.”
Michael
Greene,
Fire
Chief,
introduced
the
following
firefighter/paramedic recruits: Vincent Murgolo, Gregory Jackson, Christopher Black,
Eric Olsen, and Randall Gates. He said they would be receiving their badges on
December 12, 2008. Chief Greene invited the Commissioners to attend the badge pinning
ceremony.
08-95SF

AGENDA ITEM 5

Agenda Subject: “Overview of Sierra Fire Protection District geographical
protection areas in Cold Springs, Peavine, Washoe Valley, and Mount Rose areas in
terms of population and resources.”
Michael Greene, Fire Chief, provided a PowerPoint presentation, which
was placed on file with the Clerk, highlighting the square miles, residents, parcels and
annual calls for the Peavine, Cold Springs, Washoe Valley, Verdi and Galena areas.
Commissioner Galloway stated he requested this information to see if the
District could work with the City of Reno and the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection
District (TMFPD) to explore ways to exchange territory; however, that could only be
explored in connection with the renewal of the Service Agreement between Reno and
TMFPD.
Commissioner Jung agreed with Commissioner Galloway and suggested
placing the information on the County website. Commissioner Galloway requested this
be placed on a future agenda for discussion and possible direction to staff.
There was no action taken on this item.
There was no public comment on this item.
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08-96SF

AGENDA ITEM 6

Agenda Subject: “Commissioners’/Managers Announcements, Requests for
Information, Topics for Future Agendas and Statements Relating to Items Not on
the Agenda. (No discussion among Commissioners will take place on this item.)”
There were no announcements.
08-97SF

AGENDA ITEM 7

Agenda Subject: “Public Comment and discussion thereon. The Sierra Fire
Protection District Board of Directors welcomes courteous and respectful public
comment and input. Due to the amount of business the District Board conducts,
public comment is limited to two minutes per person.”
Robert Parker read a statement into the record, which was placed on file
with the Clerk, concerning the ballot question for the District and the results of that
election.
08-98SF

AGENDA ITEM 9

Agenda Subject: “Possible closed session for the purpose of discussing negotiations
with employee organization per NRS 288.220.”
There was no closed session scheduled for this meeting.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

AGENDA ITEM 10 - ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion by
4:44 p.m.
Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Galloway, which motion duly carried,
Chairman Larkin ordered that the meeting be adjourned.

______________________________
ROBERT M. LARKIN, Chairman
Sierra Fire Protection District
ATTEST:
_________________________________
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk
and Ex Officio Clerk, Sierra
Fire Protection District
Minutes Prepared by:
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy Clerk
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