BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA
TUESDAY

8:30 A.M.

JUNE 19, 2012

PRESENT:
Robert Larkin, Chairman
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson
John Breternitz, Commissioner
Kitty Jung, Commissioner
Amy Harvey, County Clerk
Katy Simon, County Manager
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel*
ABSENT:
David Humke, Commissioner
The Washoe County Board of Commissioners convened at 8:38 a.m. in
regular session in the Commission Chambers of the Washoe County Administration
Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, Nevada. Following the Pledge of Allegiance to
the flag of our Country, the Clerk called the roll and the Board conducted the following
business:
*It was noted that Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel, was monitoring the
meeting electronically.
12-566

AGENDA ITEM 3 – PUBLIC COMMENT

Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the
Commission agenda. The Commission will also hear public comment during
individual action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person.
Comments are to be made to the Commission as a whole.”
Amy Harvey, County Clerk, introduced Boy Scout Zachary Marshall who
was attending the Commission meeting as part of achieving his “Citizenship Certificate.”
James Kozera discussed the noise that occurred from the Reno Livestock
Events Center during the Reno Rodeo and asked if City Codes were being enforced.
Sam Dehne spoke on the recent Primary Election and the voting results.
12-567

AGENDA ITEM 4 – ANNOUNCEMENTS

Agenda Subject: “Commissioners’/Manager’s Announcements, Requests for
Information, Topics for Future Agendas, Statements Relating to Items Not on the
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Agenda and any ideas and suggestions for greater efficiency, cost effectiveness and
innovation in County government. (No discussion among Commissioners will take
place on this item.)”
Commissioner Jung requested a presentation from City of Reno Code
Enforcement to explain how the noise level was monitored and enforced at the Livestock
Event Center. She also suggested the Executive Director from the Reno-Sparks
Convention and Visitors Authority (RSCVA) explain their role in terms of ensuring that
any event at the Livestock Event Center was compatible to the surrounding
neighborhood.
Commissioner Weber agreed with the comments made by Commissioner
Jung. She indicated she had been working on this issue with James Kozera for the past
year and had asked the District Attorney’s (DA’S) Office to become involved. She
suggested a meeting with the DA’s Office in an attempt to arrive at a solution before
placing an item on a Board agenda.
12-568

AGENDA ITEM 5 - REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

Agenda Subject: “Vote Canvass - June 12, 2012 Primary Election. (All Commission
Districts.)”
Pursuant to NRS 293.387, Dan Burk, Registrar of Voters, presented the
abstract of the votes cast for all candidates in all of the precincts in Washoe County in the
Primary Election conducted on Tuesday, June 12, 2012 and certified the same to be true
and correct as certified by the Election Certification Board pursuant to NRS 293B.390. A
duly executed Submission of Abstract and Certificate of Accuracy from the Certification
Board were placed on file with the Clerk.
Mr. Burk reviewed the statistics and results of the 2012 Primary Election.
He commented that two issues came forward with this election. He said there was still a
challenge in regard to training poll workers and hoped to combine the essence of what
was needed and build a support network to help on election days. Mr. Burk said the
retention of poll workers was also a concern and explained that over 60 poll workers quit
in the week prior to the election due to either health reasons or the complexity of the
system. He felt that more communication in the future could help alleviate some of those
concerns.
Commissioner Breternitz inquired on the status of the online voter
registration program. Mr. Burk replied that the Nevada Online Voter Access (NOVA)
system would go live on June 21, 2012. He explained that NOVA allowed for new voter
registration and for existing registered voters to update their status.
Commissioner Weber asked if NOVA was a mandated program. Mr. Burk
stated the system was originally developed in Clark County and was a partnership
between the Nevada Secretary of State’s Office (SOS) and the Department of Motor
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Vehicles (DMV). He said NOVA verified the applicant’s information through the DMV,
checked existing signatures and current addresses and ensured that the applicant had a
valid Nevada identification. Commissioner Weber requested a presentation on NOVA in
order for citizens to fully understand the process.
Commissioner Weber commented on being asked for her name and address
when signing in to vote and stated she was uncomfortable giving that information with
others nearby. Mr. Burk indicated that an address needed to be verified since it defined
what was permitted to be voted on. He stated he realized that may be a concern and, in
the future, determine if there may be other ways to provide that information.
Chairman Larkin asked if the Primary Election represented a fair, open
and honest election. Mr. Burk confirmed that to be true.
Greg Neuweiler, Election Certification Board Chairman, said that the
election process in Washoe County was accurate, and he indicated that a single vote had
never been lost. He explained the process the Election Certification Board conducted
before, during and after the elections, which included a double-blinded study.
There was no public comment on this item.
After conducting the canvass, the Board declared the abstract, as
presented, to be a true vote cast; and, on motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded
by Commissioner Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent,
Chairman Larkin ordered that the members present execute the Certification of the
Official Canvass for the 2012 Primary Election, as presented in the Summary Report and
the Statement of Votes Cast.
12-569

AGENDA ITEM 6 – REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

Agenda Subject: “Approve Interlocal Agreement between the County of Washoe
and City of Sparks for election services provided by Washoe County (approximate
reimbursement received by the County will vary according to number of candidate
races and questions placed on the ballot by City of Sparks). (All Commission
Districts.)”
There was no public comment on this item.
On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Weber,
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda
Item 6 be approved. The Interlocal Agreement for same is attached hereto and made a
part of the minutes thereof.
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12-570

AGENDA ITEM 7 – REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

Agenda Subject: “Approve Interlocal Agreement between the County of Washoe
and City of Reno for election services provided by Washoe County (approximate
reimbursement received by the County will vary according to number of candidate
races and questions placed on the ballot by City of Reno). (All Commission
Districts.)”
There was no public comment on this item.
On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that
Agenda Item 7 be approved. The Interlocal Agreement for same is attached hereto and
made a part of the minutes thereof.
12-571

AGENDA ITEM 9 – PUBLIC COMMENT

Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the
Commission agenda. The Commission will also hear public comment during
individual action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person.
Comments are to be made to the Commission as a whole.”
There was no response to the call for public comment.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

9:10 a.m.
There being no further business to discuss, on motion by Commissioner
Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner Jung, which motion duly carried with
Commissioner Humke absent, the meeting was adjourned.

_____________________________
ROBERT M. LARKIN, Chairman
Washoe County Commission
ATTEST:

__________________________
AMY HARVEY, County Clerk and
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners
Minutes Prepared by:
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy County Clerk
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