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Washoe County Animal Control Board
MINUTES
Tuesday ~ August 10, 2010 ~ 6:30 P.M.
WASHOE COUNTY REGIONAL ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER
CLASSROOM
2825 LONGLEY LANE, RENO, NEVADA
1.
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL *
Chair Simmonds called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was established. 
PRESENT:
Linda Church, Elaine Carrick, Paul Davis, Anne Forbes, Kathryn Haas, and Richard Simmonds.  Dan Olsen joined the meeting at 6:32 p.m.
ABSENT:
None.
 A Deputy District Attorney was not present at this meeting.
Chair Simmonds reordered the agenda to hear agenda item 6 after agenda item 3. 
2.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 8, 2010, MINUTES.
It was moved by Member Davis, seconded by Member Church, to approve the June 8, 2010, minutes, as submitted.  The motion carried: Members Carrick, Church, Davis, Forbes, Hass and Chair Simmonds assenting; and Member Olsen absent.

3.
PUBLIC COMMENT * 
There were no public comments. 
Member Dan Olsen joined the meeting at 6:32 p.m.
6.
TRAPPING IN THE CONGESTED AREAS OF WASHOE COUNTY * – An informational update and consideration of  discussions among and between the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) and the Washoe County Regional Animal Services staff on topics pertaining to the banning of animal trapping in the congested areas of Washoe County.  [Taken out of agenda order]
Robert A. Smith – Washoe County Regional Animal Services Field Supervisor, noted that the petition to prohibit trapping within the Firearms Congested Areas of Washoe County had been filed too late for the Washoe County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife to address and a request to continue the matter was approved.  
Chair Simmonds noted that Washoe County Animal Services Manager Mitch Schneider had been present at the August 9, 2010, meeting and had publicly stated that Washoe County Animal Services supports the intent of the petition.  
Patricia Swain – TrailSafe, explained that the petition had been changed based on discussions with the Nevada Trappers Association and that the revised petition draft was submitted late.  Ms. Swain noted that without the Nevada Trappers Association agreement that the petition might not have been approved.  Therefore, the continuance will allow TrailSafe and the Nevada Trappers Association to continue their dialogue and resolve remaining issues.  Ms. Swain stated that she is not available in September and a final petition will likely be submitted for consideration at the December (2010) meeting of the Wildlife Advisory Board. 
Member Carrick commented that, in her opinion, Ms. Swain had “done a great job” in working with the Nevada Trappers Association.  
Ms. Swain drew attention to the article in today’s (August 10, 2010) RGJ (Reno Gazette Journal) and that Joel Blakeslee of Nevada Trappers Association has some concerns about language in the petition.  Ms. Swain noted that there was a large audience present for the meeting.  
Chair Simmonds commented that he too was present at the meeting but did not speak.  Dr. Simmonds commended Ms. Swain and Mr. Blakeslee for their work. 
4.
KENNEL PERMIT REVOCATION HEARING – A review, discussion and possible action to consider the revocation of a kennel permit issued January 8, 2008, to Jonathan Fregoso to keep six (6) dogs at 206 Alexandrite Court, Sun Valley, Nevada (unincorporated Washoe County). 
Field Supervisor Robert A. Smith - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, provided an overview of calls for service noting that a complaint about a dog at large had been filed on March 10, 2010.  However, upon arrival no at-large dog was found.  June 9, 2010, a welfare complaint was filed and an inspection of the premises found that the complaint was unfounded.  July 3, 2010, a complaint was received from the Nevada Humane Society about violation of the existing kennel permit.  Once notified of the complaint and non-compliance the permit holder took action to have the additional dogs removed from the property.  Supervisor Smith explained that Jonathan Fregoso, the permit holder, was now in compliance with his original kennel permit.  Supervisor Smith noted that Washoe County Health District’s inspection of the property found no issues or vectors other than a slight odor.  The owner is now addressing the odor issue based on Washoe County Health District recommendations.  Supervisor Smith explained that he believes there may have been some misunderstanding that the Mr. Fregoso could allow his brother to keep his dogs on the property until he was able to relocate resulting in non-compliance.  Supervisor Smith explained that the brother had brought cages for his four (4) dogs and these have been removed from the property.  Supervisor Smith commented that staff was recommending that the kennel permit not be revoked.  Mr. Smith emphasized that the welfare and health complaints were unfounded.  However, any future non-compliance issue may result in forfeiture of the kennel permit.  
Member Forbes noted her concerns that soil cannot be sanitized and that the subject site is too small for the number of animals, in her opinion.  

Supervisor Smith stated that Animal Control and Washoe County Health District inspections were unannounced.  The animals are not spayed as they are show dogs and are bred infrequently.  
During the discussion it was explained that Washoe County allows the retention of puppies until four (4) months of age before they are counted against the limits of the statutes or permits.  Other discussion pointed out that the animals are well socialized and that the dogs were playing with children.  As the discussion continued, it was pointed out that Animal Control Officers were not fearful when dealing with the owner and/or dogs.  
Jonathon Fregoso explained that the dogs are all healthy and that the Washoe County Health District inspection had not identified any health issues.  Mr. Fregoso commented that his mother had called him when the unannounced inspections occurred due to a language barrier.  Mr. Fregoso stated that the dog who had escaped form the property was no longer there and that locks had been installed as the animal had been able to open the gate herself.  Mr. Fregoso noted that typically only one litter of puppies is bred per year.  Mr. Fregoso commented that he understood that he could not exceed the number of dogs allowed in the kennel permit and that the dogs owned by his brother had been removed from the property.  The dogs are kept outdoors at all times with individual shelters, shade and fresh food/water that is monitored by his mother.  Typically, the enclosures are cleaned twice per day.  Mr. Fregoso noted that he does not breed at a time that would result in puppies being born during winter months.  The seven (7) year old female is no longer bred and the limited breeding is done for bloodlines.  The puppies from the annual breeding are sold at dog shows and through other venues.  
Salvador Fregoso expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to address the board and explained that he had moved his children, dogs and himself to his brother’s home during a difficult situation.  Mr. Fregoso is seeking a new home so that he can bring his dogs home.   The dogs are typically shown in Modesto, Sacramento and other locations in the State of California.  Mr. Fregoso commented that he had hoped a kennel permit to allow him to keep his four (4) dogs at his brother’s home could be brought forward in the future so that he does not have to euthanize his ten (10) year old dog and forfeit the other dogs.  
Chair Simmonds explained that the board could only address the permit that is agendized for tonight’s (August 10, 2010) meeting.  

Mr. Fregoso (Salvador) stated he would keep the dogs at their current off site locations so as not to cause additional problems.  
Denise Stevens - Nevada Humane Society, explained that complaints received at the Nevada Humane Society are referred to Washoe County Animal Services.  Ms. Stevens noted that in each complaint the individual filing the complaint feared retaliation and did not want their name on the complaint.   Ms. Steven noted that there had been three (3) complaints received over the previous three (3) years about barking and at-large animal complaints filed and that the Nevada Humane Society does not have investigative authority.  Ms. Stevens explained that the complaints were not filed by the same individual.  
Supervisor Smith noted that there was a kennel permit for a mix of breeds for a property located across the street from Mr. Fergoso’s property.  

Chair Simmonds closed the public hearing.  
Member Davis commented that he could support the continuation of the existing kennel permit and noted that the permit holder had acted swiftly when notified of the non-compliance issue.  
Member Forbes stated that she could not support continuation of the existing of the permit as she believes that the number of dogs is too much for the size of the property and that it may be impossible to properly sanitize the dirt and wood used.  Ms. Forbes stated that keeping the dogs outside 24 hours a day, seven days a week is no life for the dogs and that if the dogs are pets they should be spayed/neutered.  
Member Olsen pointed out that none of the objectors were present at tonight’s (August 10, 2010) meeting and that the complaints are second hand and not verified by Animal Services.  Additionally, Mr. Fregoso (Jonathan) responded to the non-compliance issue in a timely manner.  Therefore, Member Olsen can support continuation of the existing kennel permit.  
Member Carrick commented that she might be more inclined to deny the continuation of the existing  had there been more than one letter of complaint.  However, complaints have been unfounded with Mr. Fregoso acting quickly to resolve the non-compliance issue.  Therefore, Member Carrick is “leaning” towards supporting continuation of the existing kennel permit.  
Member Hass concurred with other statements in support of the continuation of the existing kennel permit.  
Member Church agreed that the problem had been taken care of and that she would support continuation of the existing of the existing kennel permit.

Chair Simmonds commented that there are ways to sanitize dirt that require the removal of the animals from the kennel as the ground is dug up and treated with lime to remove parasite eggs that may be present in the soil.  Chair Simmonds emphasized that Mr. Fregoso cannot exceed the number of dogs allowed with the kennel permit and that in the absence of any violation he feels the existing kennel permit should be continued in effect. 

Member Carrick commented that if barking continues to be an issue then Mr. Fregoso should get anti-barking collars.  

Field Supervisor Smith suggested a condition that future complaints must be confirmed by Washoe County Animal Services and not be filed anonymously so that citations, if a violation exists, can be acted upon.  Supervisor Smith explained that an at-large complaint that is not witnessed by an Animal Control Officer cannot be confirmed.  Therefore any complaint must be confirmed by an Animal Control Officer. 
It was moved by Member Carrick, seconded by Member Davis to not revoke the kennel permit for Jonathan Fregoso to keep five (5) dogs at 206 Alexandrite Court, Sun Valley, Nevada (unincorporated Washoe County).  Member Carrick stated she could make the applicable Findings in Washoe County Code 55.420(4) and 55.400(2) based on the testimony provided by Animal Control Officers, the applicant and others.  Member Carrick conditioned the permit as follows: That barking must be controlled and that violations confirmed by Washoe County Regional Animal Services Officers shall be referred to the Washoe County Animal Control Board.  The motion carried: Members Carrick, Church, Davis, Hass, Olsen and Chair Simmonds assenting; and Member Forbes dissenting.    

Chair Simmonds reminded Mr. Fregoso (Jonathan) that the restrictions of the permit must be adhered to.

Chair Simmonds read the appeal process into the record.  
5.
UNCONTESTED KENNEL PERMIT APPLICATION APPROVALS * – An informational update on the number of uncontested cattery/kennel permits issued by Animal Services.  Officer Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services

Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, commented that there were four (4) kennel permits issued that had no objection and that in June/July twelve (12) kennel permit applications had been received.  Currently there are nine (9) permits in process, ten (10) 30-day notices to reduce pending and two (2) exotic permit applications in progress.  Meetings will likely be required for the months of September, October and November.  
7.
UPDATE ON REVISIONS TO WASHOE COUNTY CODE * – An informational update on revisions to Washoe County Code as it pertains the Animal Services and the Washoe County Animal Control Board.  

Robert A. Smith - Field Supervisor, Washoe County Regional Animal Services, explained that Deputy District Attorney Terry Shea was unavailable for tonight’s (August 10, 2010) meeting and that the final revisions to Washoe County Code are expected in January 2011.  Responding to Chair Simmonds inquiry about public workshops, Mr. Smith commented that public workshops on the revisions would be up to Washoe County Management and the Board of County Commissioners (BCC).  However, it is thought that the revisions will be presented to the Animal Control Board before the matter is sent to the BCC in early 2011.  
Chair Simmonds indicated that he would encourage the BCC, and others to schedule the public workshop(s) on the Washoe County Code revisions.  
8.
MEMBER COMMENTS * – Limited to emergent items not addressed elsewhere on the agenda. While the Washoe County Animal Control Board may not engage in discussion or take action on any item identified under this topic the matter may be placed on a future agenda for discussion and possible action or recommendation of action to the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners.
There were no Member comments.
9.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS * – Selection of items or topics to be placed on a future agenda.  The next regular meeting of the Washoe County Animal Control Board is scheduled for September 14, 2010.  
No new agenda items were identified. 
10.
ADJOURNMENT

Chair Simmonds adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m.
AS APPROVED BY THE WASHOE COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL BOARD IN SESSION ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2010.
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