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I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your interest in becoming a “Releasing Agency” (Rescue Group) associated with the Washoe County Regional Animal Services.  The attached guidelines have been developed to assist you through this process.  Animal Services looks forward to working with you, we are also the largest shelter in the Northern Nevada, merging with public private partners.  
Thank you again for your interest in becoming a Releasing Agency associated with Washoe County Regional Animal Services.  If you have any additional questions, please call either of us Jana Atkinson or Jerri Robison at 775-353-8900.  

Sincerely,

Jerri Robison and Jana Atkinson Program Coordinators

Washoe County Regional Animal Services

Directions:

· All participating Releasing Agencies must provide proof that they meet the releasing agency definition as described under NRS 574.620.  

· Once proof of status is provided the releasing agency will be placed upon an authorized releasing agency list.  

· Once application is complete, authorized Releasing Agency individuals will be allowed to pick up animals from the facility.  

· Please sign the acknowledgment form.  
· Complete the top portion of the Transfer and Indemnification Agreement and have it notarized. 
· Upon completion of the package, please return it and the required documentation to:

Washoe County Regional Animal Services


Attn: Jana Atkinson and Jerri Robison

P.O. Box 11130


Reno, Nevada  89520-0027

You may also drop the package by the shelter at 2825A Longley Lane between the hours of 10am and 5:00pm Monday through Saturday, fax it to 775-353-8905, or email it to jatkinson@washoecounty.us or jrobison@washoecounty.us. 

Washoe County
Regional Animal Services

Releasing Agency Application

Releasing Agency Name: ___________________________________________________

Primary Name: _____________________________________________ Title: ________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State:  __________________ Zip: ___________

Home Phone #: ___________________________________________

Cell Phone #: _____________________________________________

Other Phone #: ____________________________________________

Primary Contact Email Address: _____________________________________________

Releasing Agency Email Address: ____________________________________________

Website Address: _________________________________________________________

Authorized Agents: _______________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: ___________

Home Phone #: ___________________________________________

Cell Phone #: _____________________________________________

Other Phone #: ____________________________________________

Authorized Agents Email Address: ___________________________________________

List 3 References-for example: Local Animal Control Agency and/or Veterinarian

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

What types/breeds of animals are you willing to rescue?

________________________________________________________________________

Would you consider rescuing mixes? _________________________________________
Are you willing to rescue special needs animals: such as mothers with litters, ⁪ orphaned or ⁪ older animals?  If so please specify. 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Application:  ⁪ Approved ⁪ Denied

TRANSFER AND INDEMNIFIVATION AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

WASHOE COUNTY

REGIONAL ANIMAL SERVICES

AND 

_____________________________________________________________________

(Group Name)

Washoe County has determined in to be in the best interests of the community to cooperate with the community animal rescue groups to maximize the potential for the adoption of stray and/or abandoned animals through the release of certain animals from the Washoe County Regional Animal Services (hereafter “The County”) to the animal rescue groups meeting legal requirements. 

Nevada Revised Statutes 574.640 requires that all adoptable animals over the age of the four months must be sterilized before being released by releasing agency to a new owner, except the animal is released to another releasing agency.  
NRS 574.620 defines “releasing agency” as: 
1. Society incorporation pursuant to NRS 574.010 to prevent cruelty to animals.
2. An animal shelter designated by a local government for receiving and holding animals.
3. A nonprofit entity that provides for the temporary shelter, care or placement of pets or;
4. An organization that takes into custody pets which have been abandoned, abused, or neglected and places those pets with new owners.

The undersigned (hereafter referred to as “Releasing Agency”) certifies that its principal is a releasing agency as defined in the statute, and that he/she has authority to act for its principal.  The undersigned acknowledges that, as a releasing agency, the provisions of NRS 574.210 through NRS 574.660 are binding upon the organization and agrees to comply with all the provisions therein and any administrative regulations relevant to its operation.  
In consideration of maintaining releasing agency status and agreement to adhere to the legal requirements placed upon releasing agencies, the City agrees to transfer animals from its facility to the Releasing Agency at no cost, under the following terms and conditions: 

1. The County retains the right to deny the transfer of any particular animal to the Releasing Agency.  The right will not be asserted arbitrarily.  

2. The County will evaluate each animal coming into its possession for viciousness.  The County will not transfer any animal that ha been designated or is suspected of being vicious or having such tendencies.  

3. The County will, in good faith and to the best of its ability, disclose to the Releasing Agency and information it has concerning any medical problems the transferred animal may have or be suspected of having.  Releasing Agency acknowledges that a transferred animal may have medical conditions of which the County is unaware.  The Releasing Agency agrees that the County bears no responsibility or liability for any cost that may be associated with the treatment of any medical problems, present or future, known or unknown, disclosed or undisclosed.  

4. The Releasing Agency must, and by signing this document does, hold harmless and indemnify the County, its officers, employees and agents against any and all claims, causes of action, or losses occasioned by or resulting from the adoption of an animal originally transferred from the County to the undersigned, including but not limited to medical claims for the transferred animal, injuries or damages sustained by the adoption party or any affected party caused by the transferred animal.  

5. No animal transferred to the Releasing Agency by the County will be sold, transferred, given, otherwise delivered to any person or facility that’s primary or secondary purpose is to perform research of any kind on the animal.

This agreement is not intended to, nor does it; create any property rights benefiting the Releasing Agency.  The County reserves the right to discontinue transferring animals to the Releasing Agency at any time, for any reason, which right will not be exercised arbitrarily.  The Releasing Agency may terminate its participation in the transfer program at any time and agree to give the County notice in writing should it decide to do so.  

SIGNATURE: __________________________________________ Date: ___________

STATE OF NEVADA
)




        )ss.

COUNTY OF 
WASHOE       )

On the _______________________, ______, these appeared before me, a Notary Public, in the for Washoe County, the above person who indicated that he/she acknowledge that foregoing as his/her free act and deed for the purpose stated therein.    

Notary Public

WASHOE COUNTY

REGIONAL ANIMAL SERVICES

RELEASING AGENCY PROGRAM

Cindy Sabatoni, Manager

Jana Atkinson and Jerri Robison, Program Coordinators
RELEASING AGAENCY PROGRAM
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The Washoe County Regional Animal Services Releasing Agency Program has been designed and implemented to increase animal adoptions, reduce the unwanted animal euthanasia, and to ultimately increase the overall efficiency and effectiveness of division’s animal placement efforts.  
RELEASING AGENCY DEFINITION
All participating releasing agencies must provide proof of status, that they meet the releasing agency definition as described under NRS 574.620.  

1. A society incorporated pursuant to NRS 574.010 to prevent cruelty to animals.  

2. An animal shelter designed by a local government for receiving and holding animals.  

3. A non-profit entity that provides for the temporary shelter, care or placement of pets; or
4. An organization that takes into custody pets which have been abandoned, abused, or neglected and placed those pets with new owners.  

PROOF OF STATUS
Examples of items that may be acceptable as proofs of status are:

· Corporate charter

· Non-profit Articles of Incorporation

· Business License

· Organizational membership

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR RELEASING AGENCIES
1. The Program 1st concern is, “What is in the best interest of the animal.”  To that end we will all endeavor tot consider the needs of the center, and the needs of the Releasing Agency.  

2. Washoe County Regional Animal Services is responsible for enforcing Washoe County Ordinances relating to animals, therefore, we must ask that Releasing Agencies participating in the program conform with the laws specific to their area of residence.  Paperwork will be issued by and submitted to the program coordinators.  
3. To ensure that the animal rescued from Washoe County Regional Animal Services are being properly housed and cared for, Washoe County Regional Animal Services may request Nevada Humane Society to make participant / foster home inspections at reasonable times.  

4. Releasing Agency participants must be 18 years of age or older.  

5. Only authorized Releasing Agency individuals will be allowed to pick up and animal from the facility.  

6. A prospective adopter directed to shelter be a releasing agency shall complete an adoption contract with Washoe County Regional Animal Services and pay the appropriate adoption fees.  (Rescue only unadoptable animals put in policy).  
7. To allow everyone the chance to adopt and animal from our shelter, and animal will not be available rescue until it has been available a minimum of one day.  Exceptions may be made for animals that, under special circumstances, would not be available for adoption to the general public.  Impounded animals that were previously rescued by a participating agency may be released immediately after the stray/hold period is complete.  

8. Citizens wishing to adopt the animal from the shelter will have priority over the Releasing Agency.  

9. Due to the limited capacity of the facility and staff, Washoe County Regional Animal Services is unable to keep animals for an extended period of time.  Releasing Agencies are requested to make every effort to pick up the animal within 48 hours of being contacted.  Animals left after 48 hours may be euthanized to make room for incoming animals.  
10. Although animals should be released during normal business hours, special arrangements may be made when the facility is closed to the public.  

11. Washoe County Regional Animal Services, in the exercise of its experience and discretion, will determine the disposition of animals found to have aggressive tendencies.  

12. Washoe County Regional Animal Services accept animal for euthanasia for medical conditions or aggressive behavior.  Animals brought in for this reason are not available for adoption or to a Releasing Agency.  

13. Except with prior approval of a Washoe County Regional Animal Services Supervisor, Releasing Agency participants must be accompanied by an employee when going into the restricted areas.
14. Individuals bitten by an animal or injured at Washoe County Regional Animal Services must contact a Supervisor immediately for first aid and reporting procedures.  

15. Donated animal food/supplies that are available to the public may be utilized by Releasing Agencies.  

16. The Manager or their designee must authorize any web sites, media releases and/or advertisements containing a reference to Washoe County Regional Services prior to the release of the advertisement.  A copy of the article will be provided to Washoe County Regional Animal Services.  
17. Releasing Agency participants will not contact employees at home unless prior permission is given by the employee.

18. Complaints regarding Washoe County Regional Animal Services and questions about policies and procedures and how they apply should be directed to the Manager or Supervisors.  

19. Releasing Agency participants may not discuss center policy and procedures with citizens visiting the center, but will refer the citizen to an employee.  

20. Although it is understood that rescuing animals from a shelter can be an emotional and stressful experience, it is expected that all participants in the Releasing Agency program will maintain a level of professionalism and respect the duties, roles and responsibilities of shelter personnel.  

21. Lanyards with ID badges will be issued to and worn by the Releasing agencies while visiting the center. 

The following is a copy of Nevada Revised Statutes is provided as a courtesy to Releasing Agencies.  

STERILIZATION OF PETS


NRS 574.000 Definitions.  As used NRS 574.600 to NRS 574.660, inclusive, unless the context otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in NRS 574.605 to 574.630, inclusive, have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections.  

(Added to NRS by 1997, 2553)


NRS 574.605 “Agreement for sterilization” defines.  “Agreement for sterilization” means the written contract between a new owner and the releasing agency from which the new owners adopts a pet, in which the new owner agrees to have the pet sterilized.  


(Added to NRS by 1997, 2553)


NRS 574.610 “New owner” defined.  “New Owner” means a person who is adopting a pet from a releasing agency.  


(Added to NRS by 1997, 2554)


NRS 574.615 “Pet” defined.  

1. “Pet” means an animal that is kept by a person primarily for companionship or personal enjoyment.  

2. The term does not include and animal that is kept by a person primarily for:

a. Hunting

b. Use in connection with farming or agriculture

c. Breeding

d. Drawing heavy loads; or

e. Use as a guide dog, hearing dog, helping dog, or other service animal, as 
terms are defined in chapter 426 of NRS.

(Added to NRS by 1997, 2554)


NRS 574.620 “Releasing agency” defined.  “Releasing Agency” means:

1. A society incorporated pursuant to NRS 574.010 to prevent cruelty to animals;

2. An animal shelter designed by a local government for receiving and holding animals;

3. A non-profit entity that provides for the temporary shelter, care or placement of pets; or

4. An organization that takes into custody pets which have been abandoned, abused, or neglected and placed those pets with new owners.  


(Added to NRS by 1997, 2554)

NRS 574.625 “Sterilization” defined.  “Sterilization” means a procedure performed by a Veterinarian on a pet that permanently destroys the capacity of the pet to reproduce.  


(Added to NRS by 1997, 2554)


NRS 574.630 “Veterinarian” defined.  “Veterinarian” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 574.330.   


(Added to NRS by 1997, 2554)


NRS 574.640 Restrictions on release of certain pets; exceptions.  
1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, a releasing agency shall not release a pet that is:

a. Four months old or older unless the pet has been sterilized; or 

b. 
Less than 4 months old unless the pet is released to a new owner who:

i. Is of competent legal capacity;
ii. Pays to the releasing agency a deposit equal to the prevailing cost to 
sterilize that type of pet in the county in which the releasing agency is 
located, as determined by the releasing agency, or $25, whichever is 
greater; and 

iii. Signs and agreement for sterilization that meets the requirements set 
forth in NRS 574.645. 

2. This section does not apply to:

a. A pet that:

i. Is reclaimed from a releasing agency 
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