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Washoe County Animal Control Board
MINUTES
Tuesday ~ April 13, 2010 ~ 6:30 P.M.
WASHOE COUNTY REGIONAL ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER
CLASSROOM
2825 LONGLEY LANE, RENO, NEVADA
1.
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL *
Chair Simmonds called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.  A quorum was established.
PRESENT:
Linda Church, Paul Davis, Kathryn Hass, Dan Olsen and Richard Simmonds.
ABSENT:
Elaine Carrick and Anne Forbes.
Blaine Cartlidge – Deputy District Attorney, was also present. 

Chair Simmonds introduced and welcomed Member Dan Olsen to the Washoe County Animal Control Board.  Chair Simmonds noted that Member Olsen serves as the Animal Services Manager in Truckee, California, and is a resident of Washoe County District 1. 
2.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 9, 2010, MINUTES.
It was moved by Member Davis, seconded by Member Hass, to approve the February 9, 2010, minutes, as submitted.  The motion carried: Members Church, Davis, Hass and Chair Simmonds assenting, Member Olsen abstaining; and Members Carrick and Forbes absent. 
3.
PUBLIC COMMENT * 
There were no public comments.

4.
KENNEL PERMIT APPEAL HEARING – A review, discussion and possible action to approve, deny or otherwise modify a kennel permit to allow Linda DuBray and Lynn Grant to keep five (5) dogs at 17790 Fantail Circle, Reno, Nevada (unincorporated Washoe County).  
Officer Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, explained that the applicant intended to use the home as the kennel for the five (5) Miniature Schnauzers.  Officer Ueda noted that the property is well kept and that the applicants have been informed that if the house is used as the kennel that the dogs must be supervised when outside.  Drawing attention to the two written opposition letters, Officer Ueda noted that one was from the property owner who lives in Gardnerville (Nevada) and she had spoken with him by telephone and he stated that he had not received any complaints from his tenants who lived in the house noticed.  In the future staff will distributed notices to the actual residents rather than out of area property owners.  Officer Ueda explained that the dogs are well cared for and that the Nuisance Officer reported that the dogs had barked about six (6) times and an additional three (3) times during the site visit.  However, it was observed that there are several other dogs in the neighborhood that barked more frequently.  Officer Ueda noted Animal Services Officers had been called on a complaint on an existing kennel permit holder who lives next door to the applicant and during investigation of that complaint it was noted that there were an excess number of dogs at the applicant’s house which led to the issuance of a 30-day notice to comply with the Washoe County Code regarding the number of dogs allowed.  Officer Ueda explained that the yard was well kept and that the dogs were very friendly and quieted soon after meeting the Animal Services officers.
Chair Simmonds opened the public hearing.
Lynn Grant commented that he had spent some thirty (30) years in law enforcement and that the five (5) Miniature Schnauzers are fully pedigreed.  The original intent to breed the dogs has been delayed due to the current economy.  Mr. Grant noted that the one female is scheduled to be spayed and that two (2) of the male puppies, might be sold.  Mr. Grant explained that it is his intent at some point in the future to again consider breeding the dogs commercially and that he was aware that he may need a business license to do so.  
Responding to Chair Simmonds’ inquiry about the status of the kennel permit once the number of dogs is reduced to the level allowed in WCC (Washoe County Code), Officer Ueda stated that the permit would become null and void once the number of dogs was reduced to three (3).  However, the permit holder may, under certain circumstances, extend the kennel permit and replace animals of the same breed.  Officer Ueda reminded the board that a business license was only needed if the breeder produced more than five (5) litters per year.  

Members Church, Davis, Hass, Olsen and Chair Simmonds all voiced support for the kennel permit as presented.  
It was moved by Member Church, seconded by Member Davis, to approve the kennel permit for Linda DuBray and Lynn Grant to keep five (5) dogs at 17790 Fantail Circle, Reno, Nevada (unincorporated Washoe County).  Member Church stated she could make the applicable Findings in Washoe County Code 55.420(4) and 55.400(2) based on the testimony provided by Animal Control Officers, the applicant and others.  The motion carried: Members Church, Davis, Hass, Olsen and Chair Simmonds assenting; and Members Carrick and Forbes absent.  
The meeting recessed at 6:47 p.m. and reconvened at 6:59 p.m.
5.
UNCONTESTED KENNEL PERMIT APPLICATION APPROVALS * – An informational update on the number of uncontested cattery/kennel permits issued by Animal Services.  

Officer Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, commented that there were no uncontested kennel permits issued with three (3) permits in process; and eight (8) 30-day notices outstanding.  Officer Ueda explained that the 30-day notice was issued to individuals having more than three (3) dogs.  The 30-day notice allows an individual the opportunity to apply for a kennel permit or reduce the number of animals to the maximum number of three (3) allowed in regulations. 
6.
TRAPPING IN THE CONGESTED AREAS OF WASHOE COUNTY * – An informational update and consideration of  discussions among and between the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) and the Washoe County Regional Animal Services staff on topics pertaining to the banning of animal trapping in the congested areas of Washoe County.  
Nancy Ueda – Washoe County Regional Animal Services, read a prepared statement (copy on file) into the record and explained that the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners would hear a presentation by the Trappers Association and Trail Safe on the regulation of traps in the congested areas of Washoe County.  
Responding to Chair Simmonds’ inquiry about whether Washoe County could regulate trapping within Washoe County, Deputy District Attorney Blaine Cartlidge explained that, in his opinion, it is unlikely that Washoe County would have jurisdiction since that type of activity is regulated by the Nevada Department of Wildlife.  
The recording secretary stated that he would notify this board if the matter were agendized for review by the Washoe County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife, a board appointed by the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners to advise the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners on issues pertaining to the management of the state’s wildlife.  
7.
MEMBER COMMENTS * 
In response to Chair Simmonds inquiry about the rewrite of Washoe County Code as it pertains to Animal Services, Blaine Cartlidge – Deputy District Attorney, explained that the code was undergoing an extensive rewrite and that it might be several months before a draft is available for review.  Mr. Cartlidge advised the board to seek guidance from their legal counsel Deputy District Attorney Terry Shea on whether this body can provide input on the modifications to Washoe County Code.  
8.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS * – Selection of items or topics to be placed on a future agenda.  The next regular meeting of the Washoe County Animal Control Board is scheduled for May 11, 2010.  
The May 11, 2010, regular meeting was cancelled.

The next scheduled meeting of the Washoe County Animal Control Board is set for Tuesday, June 8, 2010.  That meeting agenda may include, but is not limited to 1) Update on revisions to Washoe County Code as it pertains to Animal Services; and 2) Update on trapping regulations in Washoe County.  
7.
MEMBER COMMENTS * [reopened] 
There was some discussion about the newspaper article about Animal Services personnel doing their own dispatching to reduce costs by $300,000.00.  It was explained that the Animal Services Sergeants would provide dispatching services rather than using the Incline Village (Nevada) PSAP (Public Safety Answering Point).
9.
ADJOURNMENT

Chair Simmonds adjourned the meeting at 6:59 p.m.
AS APPROVED BY THE WASHOE COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL BOARD IN SESSION ON JUNE 8, 2010.
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