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Washoe County Animal Control Board
DRAFT OF MINUTES
Tuesday ~ February 9, 2010 ~ 6:30 P.M.
WASHOE COUNTY REGIONAL ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER
CLASSROOM
2825 LONGLEY LANE, RENO, NEVADA
1.
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL *
Chair Simmonds called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was established.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Elaine Carrick, Linda Church, Kathryn Hass, Anne Forbes, and Richard Simmonds.
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Paul Davis.
POSITIONS VACANT:
One

Terry Shea – Deputy District Attorney, was also present.
2.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 12, 2010, MINUTES.
It was moved by Member Church, seconded by Member Carrick, to approve the January 12, 2010, minutes, as submitted.  The motion carried: Members Carrick, Church, Forbes, Hass and Chair Simmonds assenting; Member Davis absent; and one position vacant. 
3.
PUBLIC COMMENT * 
There were no public comments.
4.
KENNEL PERMIT APPEAL HEARING – A review, discussion and possible action to approve, deny or otherwise modify a kennel permit to allow Callie Woods to keep seven (7) dogs at 841 Country Estates Circle, Reno, Nevada (City of Reno).  
Officer Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, noted that she had inspected the property on January 9, 2010, and that the application is to keep seven (7) dogs at the Country Estates Circle address.  Officer Ueda noted that the kennel had already been constructed and has access from the house through a small dog door that accommodates all but the Great Pyrenees.  Officer Ueda explained that the kennel, as constructed, has no access to the front of the lot nor is it adjoining any other property fencing.  Officer Ueda noted that the dogs were friendly, well cared for and during two inspections there was no excessive barking when the school bus arrived to pick-up or drop-off children.  Officer Ueda noted that Ms. Woods engages a dog-sitter when she travels or is out to dinner.  Officer Ueda noted that her only fear of the dogs was perhaps “getting licked to death.”  The fencing around the perimeter is designed in a manner that she believes will prevent the smaller dogs from escaping.  Additionally, the only complaint has been about barking, not dogs at large.  
Callie Woods drew attention to the binder (copy on file) she provided to the board and explained that the perimeter fencing includes a buried hog fence to prevent the smaller dogs from escaping.  Additionally, Ms. Woods has installed double slats to block the dogs’ view of the surrounding properties on three sides.  Ms. Woods noted that the dogs were her children and that they had protected her from three break-in attempts after the loss of her husband in a car accident.  Ms. Woods noted that she has a daughter serving in the Air Force as an F-15 fighter pilot and a son who is a professional dancer.  Ms. Woods noted that the dogs are her companions and protectors and that she will do anything necessary to keep all of her dogs.  Ms. Woods outlined a letter that was hand delivered to neighboring homes in September 2009 providing them with contact information should the dogs become a nuisance.  MS. Woods noted that she could not verify that all neighbors had received and read her correspondence and that she was disappointed that she had not been contacted directly with the noise complaints before the complaints were called into Animal Services.  Ms. Woods commented that she had lived at this address for the past ten (10) years without any complaint.

Member Forbes explained that she could sympathize with Ms. Woods’ loss and that her dogs have a great sentimental value as well as a measure of protection for Ms. Woods. 
Laura Campbell explained that as the dog sitter when Ms. Woods is out of town or out to dinner, that she believes her (Ms. Woods’) dogs are being erroneously blamed for all of the dog barking in the neighborhood.  Ms. Campbell drew attention to a log (copy on file) that she had started to document times, dates and cause, if known, of barking by Ms. Woods’ dogs.  With the implementation of the mitigation measures identified by Ms. Woods, the instances of barking have decreased significantly.  Ms. Campbell noted that she had a video of an unknown person walking in the neighborhood that had caused Alex to bark.  Ms. Campbell believes that it may also be the person that caused some graffiti at a neighbor’s property.  Ms. Campbell stated that she does not keep the bark collars on the dogs at all times and that her past experience working in a kennel had made her very aware of what constitutes nuisance barking.  
Randi Case drew attention to her written correspondence (copy on file) and explained that she rarely hears Ms. Woods’ dogs barking while working in her studio.  Ms. Case noted that she too believes that Ms. Woods’ dogs are being wrongly blamed for the excessive barking.  It is Ms. Case’s opinion that the animals are well cared for and that she hopes the board will approve the permit thus allowing Ms. Woods to keep her dogs.  
Judy Thompson commented that she splits her time between a home in Winnemucca (Nevada) and the Country Estates Circle property.  Although she has not heard Ms. Woods’ dogs barking, Ms. Thompson is concerned that approval of the request could result in additional kennel permits being issued as a precedent may be set.  Ms. Thompson outlined the ongoing barking issue she experiences in Winnemucca and invited Ms. Woods to move to Winnemucca to train others in how to curtail barking.  
Member Carrick pointed out that the Washoe County Animal Control Board reviews each kennel permit appeal individually and approves permits on a case-by-case basis without setting precedent.  
Ms. Thompson noted that such is not the case in Winnemucca and that she does not lease her home here on Country Estates Circle.  Ms. Thompson noted that she works in Lovelock and comes to the Country Estates Circle property several times per month and has never heard Ms. Woods’ dogs barking.  

Chair Simmonds noted that Washoe County Code allows up to three (3) dogs without a kennel permit and that the approval of one kennel permit does not require the board to issue a similar permit to anyone else in the neighborhood.  
Vivian Madden noted the location of her home across the street from Ms. Woods and that since she does not have air-conditioning in her home the windows are open during warmer months.  Ms. Madden explained that she also cares for lawns of elderly neighbors as well as land near Crystal Lake.  While Ms. Madden does not wish to have Ms. Woods lose her dogs, she does want the barking to be curtailed significantly.  Ms. Madden noted that with the colder winter weather her windows are closed and that the barking has not been heard recently.  Typically, the dogs bark when school children are embarking or disembarking from the school bus.  Ms. Madden explained that the dogs can still hear outside noise even with the shutters and slats that Ms. Woods has installed and that while raking some leaves about a week ago she had heard the larger of the dogs barking.  
Member Church noted that should barking become an issue again that Ms. Madden should contact Animal Services, which could result in the matter being brought back to this board for further review.
Chair Simmonds closed the public hearing.
Member Carrick stated that she could make the Findings to approve the permit and noted that Ms. Woods had done an “exceptional job” in trying to stop the barking.  Therefore, she can support the kennel permit request, without conditions.  
Members Church Forbes and Hass concurred with Member Carrick’s assessment.  
It was moved by Member Carrick, seconded by Member Hass, to grant the kennel permit for Callie Woods to keep seven (7) dogs at 841 Country Estates Circle, Reno, Nevada (City of Reno).  Member Carrick stated that she can make the applicable Findings in Washoe County Code 55.420(4) and 55.400(2) based on the testimony provided by Animal Control Officers, the applicant and others.  The motion carried: Members Carrick, Church, Forbes, Hass and Chair Simmonds assenting; Member Davis absent; and one position vacant.  
Chair Simmonds noted that if barking becomes an issue that complaints should be filed with Washoe County Animal Services and reminded those present that a kennel permit can be revoked. 
Terry Shea – Deputy City Attorney, read the appeal process into the record.
5.
UNCONTESTED KENNEL PERMIT APPLICATION APPROVALS * – An informational update on the number of uncontested cattery/kennel permits issued by Animal Services.  

Officer Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, commented that three (3) uncontested permits had been issued and that fifteen (15) 30-day notices were in process.

6.
MEMBER COMMENTS * – Limited to emergent items not addressed elsewhere on the agenda. While the Washoe County Animal Control Board may not engage in discussion or take action on any item identified under this topic the matter may be placed on a future agenda for discussion and possible action or recommendation of action to the Washoe County Board of County Commissioners.
Lieutenant Robert Smith - Field Supervisor,  provided an update on revisions to WCC (Washoe County Code) that may include a provision to allow a short term kennel permit when a relative or friends moves in with animals that result in the maximum allowable being exceeded.  Lieutenant Smith noted that as the code revisions are developed the Washoe County Animal Control Board will have an opportunity to discuss and make recommendations.  Although there are three applications pending Lieutenant Smith explained that he had not finalized the process as he is still in training with Officer Nancy Ueda.  Lieutenant Smith noted that there has been some discussion about reducing the number of scheduled meetings to either every other month or quarterly.  However a final decision has not been reached.  

Officer Nancy Ueda noted that the only restriction on the issue of kennel permits was that action must be taken within 120-days of the application, otherwise the permit is deemed approved.  
Chair Simmonds noted that changing the meeting frequency to every other month or quarterly would likely result in having multiple kennel permit applications for consideration at each meeting and this, in turn, might require the Board to meet earlier or have the meetings to go late into the evening.  Lieutenant Smith responded that he is investigating this eventuality and will include this consideration in any proposal to change the Board’s meeting frequency.   
Chair Simmonds commented that he would most likely not be at the May 2010 meeting due to a prior commitment.  Chair Simmonds then summarized a recent inspection of the Animal Services complex with Washoe County Public Works Director Dan St. John, which found that everything was in excellent order.  Chair Simmonds then commented that he has some concerns about the lack of concurrent statutes that govern the Cities and Washoe County.  For example, in the City of Sparks a “kennel” is restricted to commercially zoned property.  Chair Simmonds also noted the issues associated with h limitation on the number of animal based on location in Washoe County.  For example, a property containing +120-acres has different restrictions than a smaller city sized lot.  Chair Simmonds suggested a structure that does not specify the number of animals.

Terry Shea – Deputy District Attorney, commented that the number of animals is currently a zoning issue and that the board does have some ability to limit the number of animals based on how the approval of any kennel, cattery or other permit would adversely affect surrounding neighbors.  The statutes are written for the benefit of the community rather than the convenience of animal owners.  
Lieutenant Smith noted that two applications had been received to fill the District 1 vacancy and explained that both applicants had a background in animal control.

Member Church commented that it is a joy to serve on the board and that she looks forward to a second four year term. 
Chair Simmonds concurred noting that, in his opinion, the board has the welfare of the animals and community at heart in their deliberations. 
7.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS * – Selection of items or topics to be placed on a future agenda.  The next regular meeting of the Washoe County Animal Control Board is scheduled for March 9, 2010.  
There will be no meeting on March 9, 2010. 
8.
ADJOURNMENT

Chair Simmonds adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m.
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