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Washoe County Animal Control Board

MINUTES
Tuesday ~ December 22, 2009 ~ 6:30 P.M.

WASHOE COUNTY REGIONAL ANIMAL SERVICES CENTER

CLASSROOM

2825 LONGLEY LANE, RENO, NEVADA
1.
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL *
Chair Simmonds called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.  A quorum was established.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Elaine Carrick, Linda Church, Kathryn Hass and Richard Simmonds.  Anne Forbes joined the meeting at 6:39 p.m.
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Paul Davis. 

POSITIONS VACANT:
One.

Terry Shea – Deputy District Attorney, was also present.

Barry Bouchard - Nevada Trends.com was present to video the meeting.

2.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2009, MINUTES.
It was moved by Member Carrick, seconded by Member Church, to approve the September 22, 2009, minutes, as submitted.  The motion carried: Members Carrick, Church, Hass, and Chair Simmonds assenting; Members Davis and Forbes absent; and one position vacant. 
3.
PUBLIC COMMENT *  
Chair Simmonds announced that he had been reappointed to the Washoe County Animal Control Board by the BCC (Board of County Commissioners) on December 8, 2009, and that he had received the notice signed by County Manager Katy Simon.
4.
KENNEL PERMIT APPEAL HEARING – A review, discussion and possible action to approve, deny or otherwise modify a kennel permit to allow Susan Reavis to keep five (5) dogs at 368 Omni Drive, Sparks, Nevada (unincorporated Washoe County).  
Chair Simmonds opened the agenda item.
Officer Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, read email correspondence from Theresa Skinner and Diana Lee (copies on file) seeking a continuance of the kennel permit for Susan Reavis until the January 2010 meeting as the individuals were unable to attend tonight’s (December 22, 2009) meeting due to inclement weather and driving conditions.

Member Anne Forbes joined the meeting at 6:39 p.m. 

The meeting recessed at 6:39 p.m. and reconvened at 6:40 p.m.
Officer Ueda noted that the email correspondence had been received at 5:58 and 5:59 p.m. and that Ms. Skinner had been in contact with her earlier in the day. 
Responding to Chair Simmonds’ inquiry about whether the board could continue the matter as requested, Deputy District Attorney Terry Shea the board could: 1) take action to move forward with the application and either approve, deny or modify the request; or 2) continue the matter if the board believes there is a need for additional information and input from all concerned parties.  Mr. Shea noted that a motion to continue the matter would be needed if that were the consensus of the board.
Member Carrick noted that letters of objection were on file and that while it is important to hear more detailed testimony she believes the board can review the materials and postpone final action if it were felt additional information was needed.  
Member Hass commented that she preferred to hear testimony from those individuals expressing opposition to the kennel permit.

Member Church concurred with Member Hass’ comments. 
Chair Simmonds noted that while he is a supporter of hearing objections in person, he believes there is sufficient information to consider moving forward and then continue the matter if additional information is needed.  
A consensus was reached to move forward with the application at tonight’s (December 22, 2009) meeting.  

Officer Cynthia Doak - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, explained that the animals appear to be well cared for and that the existing facility is clean and well kept.  Officer Doak pointed out that there were minor modifications needed to the existing kennel enclosure to meet Washoe County Code requirements (e.g., concrete footing around the perimeter of the fencing or a concrete floor).  It was Officer Doak’s observation that some of the objectors to the kennel permit lived some distance from the subject site.  And that one objector had quoted CC&R’s that allow four (4) dogs, which is one (1) more animal than allowed under existing Washoe County Code.  Officer Doak reminded members that the Animal Control Board does not have any jurisdiction over CC&R’s.  Officer Doak explained that all dogs were current on required vaccinations.  Officer Doak then noted that the permit applicant had 60-days once the board approved a permit to comply with the Washoe County Code standards and complete the kennel enclosure project as well as any conditions that might be applied to any subsequent approval.  Officer Doak believes that the six-foot wood fencing noted on the applicant’s hand-drawn depiction of the kennel’s location in relation to the house encompasses the property’s perimeter and pointed out that the kennel enclosure is inside that perimeter and located behind an existing garage.  
Responding to Deputy District Attorney Terry Shea’s inquiry about whether the kennel permit is for the house or an out-of-doors enclosure, officer Doak stated that the kennel is located outside although the details for the kennel were somewhat vague.
Mr. Shea explained that, in his opinion, the information provided on the proposed kennel is insufficient and drew attention to the sections of Washoe County Code as it pertains to kennel permit applications, i.e., the requirement for a “drawing of kennel/cattery showing – showing type of construction in detail.”  Mr. Shea suggested the board continue the matter until a detailed schematic of the kennel can be provided.  
Chair Simmonds concurred with Mr. Shea’s recommendation.
It was moved by Member Carrick, seconded by Member Church, to continue the open public hearing until the January 12, 2010, meeting to the allow the applicant an opportunity to provide a detailed schematic of the proposed kennel.

Chair Simmonds asked that the plot plan also clearly identify the location of the proposed kennel. 

The motion carried: Members Carrick, Church, Hass, Forbes, and Chair Simmonds assenting; Member Davis absent; and one position vacant. 
5.
UNCONTESTED KENNEL PERMIT APPLICATION APPROVALS * – An informational update on the number of uncontested cattery/kennel permits issued by Animal Services.  

Officer Nancy Ueda - Washoe County Regional Animal Services, commented that there had been no uncontested kennel permit issues and that there are current four permits and seven 30-day notices in process.  Officer Ueda explained that there were no other kennel permits scheduled for the January 12, 2010, meeting.  
6.
BUSINESS LICENSE REQUIREMENTS FOR KENNELS * – An informational update on the modification to Washoe County Code defining the criteria for business licensure as it relates to non-commercial catteries/kennels, breeding and the number of allowable litters before a business license is required.  

Robert Smith – Field Supervisor Washoe County Animal Services, commented that the BCC (Board of County Commissioners) had adopted five (5) or more litters per year as the base for requiring a business license for breeding purposes.  Supervisor Smith noted that Washoe County Regional Animal Services would maintain oversight of animal welfare issues and that the higher threshold for business licenses allowed the Animal Control Board more oversight on the number of dogs kept at a specific location.  
7.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS * – Selection of items or topics to be placed on a future agenda.  The next regular meeting of the Washoe County Animal Control Board is scheduled for January 12, 2010.  
The January 12, 2010, meeting agenda, may include, but is not limited to: 1) Election of Officers – Chair and Vice-chair; and 2) Discussion and possible direction to Animal Services staff on contact procedures when members are unable to attend a scheduled meeting and how members will be notified of a meeting cancellation.

Terry Shea – Deputy District Attorney, suggested that a standing agenda item be added for Member Comments.  Mr. Shea emphasized that the proposed agenda item could not address matters already on the agenda and was limited to emergent issues that the board may wish to add to an upcoming agenda.  
Chair Simmonds suggested that members verify their appointment date and date of term expiration and supply this information to Mr. Cox who will prepare a roster of members to include this information as well as members’ contact information.  Copies of the completed roster will be provided to all Board members.
8.
ADJOURNMENT

Chair Simmonds adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

AS APPROVED BY THE WASHOE COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL BOARD IN SESSION ON JANUARY 12, 2010.
MEMBERS


Richard Simmonds, Chair


Elaine Carrick, Vice-chair


Linda Church


Paul B. Davis


Anne Forbes


Kathryn Hass
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