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                                             Why P.R.I.D.E.?
For years Sierra Fire Protection District has handed out informative materials to their residents addressing evacuations and how to prepare for emergencies, assuming that residents would prepare themselves in the event of an actual emergency.  Responding agencies were trained with other agencies through sand-table exercises and meetings.  Unfortunately, when a wild fire occurred, we realized that we had failed our residents by not actually practicing an emergency evacuation drill and by not holding educational classes with those that reside in our area.
 During an actual fire in our district, we were faced with extreme chaos!  Our residents didn’t know how to evacuate, where to go, what to pack, what to do with their large animals and which routes were a safe exit.  Although each agency knew their job, we failed when it required us to work together with residents during the actual emergency. 
 Imagine an orchestra; each professional musician playing his own instrument beautifully. Each musician agrees to perform as an orchestra but when they collaborate they are simply told to begin playing, without ever practicing or even having the same sheet music. How are these professional musicians going to perform to their potential as an ensemble?  Similarly, we now know that to execute to our potential we must practice with and train our residents.
  The necessity for the P.R.I.D.E. Program was obvious….it was time to Prepare Residents In Disaster Evacuations. Since 2006, through education and preparation, Sierra Fire Protection District has successfully implemented the P.R.I.D.E. program, conducting various types of evacuation drills each year.  In 2009, we successfully orchestrated the largest evacuation drill ever conducted in the United States, titled “The Grizzly Fire”.






