Washoe County District Health Department
Public Health Preparedness Program

What is a public health emergency?

e Disease outbreak - can occur naturally or as a result of bioterrorism.

®  Mass casualty incident (when a large number of people are ill or injured) -
resulting from a natural, accidental or intentional disaster.

What does the health department do?

®  Provide education & training to local doctors, nurses and public health
professionals.

®  Conduct surveillance so that we can identify when a disease outbreak
occurs in our area.

e  Set up temporary clinics to provide vaccines or medications to a large
number of people if needed during a public health emergency.

www.washoecounty.us/health/php

Stay Informed...Stay Healthy!!
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Tips for you and your family...

®  Make sure children and pets are up to date on all required and
recommended vaccinations.

e  Get your annual flu shot, especially if you are over 65 or have a chronic
medical condition.

®  Make sure students entering college receive the vaccine for meningitis.

e  Write down your family’s medical information- keep it in a central
location.

e  Maintain a full supply of any medications you take regularly.

e  Know where to go for more information! 7

Washoe County District Health Department
www.washoecounty.us/health/php - Public Health Preparedness website

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
1-800-232-4636 - Public Information Hotline
www.bt.cdc.gov - Emergency Preparedness & Response website
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