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From: Julianne Zotter <julianne@robisoneng.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 2:47 PM 
To: Washoe311 <Washoe311@washoecounty.gov> 
Subject: Public Hearing Item No. 8.B 

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of Washoe County -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments 
unless you are sure the content is safe.] 

I would like to write in my support for the Sky Tavern expansion Special Use Permit Application. Having a 
local ski resort become the main mountain for our community's kids is so incredibly important. Installing 
lights to support night skiing will encourage more kids to get involved with skiing and ski racing.  

ROBISON ENGINEERING COMPANY, Inc 
Julianne Zotter, PE, CEM 
President, Environmental Engineer 
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From: Michael Smith <michael@robisoneng.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:48 AM 
To: Washoe311 <Washoe311@washoecounty.gov> 
Subject: Sky Tavern Night Lighting - Public Hearing Agenda Item 8b 

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of Washoe County -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments 
unless you are sure the content is safe.] 

This email is a note in favor of allowing night lighting for night skiing at Sky Tavern, item 8B on the agenda 
for tomorrows public hearing. 

Sky Tavern has been a HUGE community asset, including teaching me and my two children, and many of 
my friends to ski, and producing Olympic gold medalists.  Allowing night skiing, even a regulated window 
of time, would greatly enhance the areas capacity to continue to train young skiers.  The community 
benefit is clear. 

I encourage the Board to make necessary adjustments to allow this request. 

Thank you. 

Michael S. Smith, PE, PLS, SWRS 
michael@robisoneng.com 
ROBISON ENGINEERING Company, Inc. 
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From: Debbie Leonard <debbie@leonardlawpc.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 7:33 AM 
To: Washoe311 <Washoe311@washoecounty.gov> 
Subject: Comments on WSUP23-0016 Sky Tavern Junior Ski Program Expansion 

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of Washoe County -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments 
unless you are sure the content is safe.] 

Dear Members of the Washoe County Board of Adjustment, 

I am a property owner on Sky Tavern Road and am wriƟng to object to certain porƟons of the special use permit 
applicaƟon for the Sky Tavern Junior Ski Program Expansion and to request addiƟonal condiƟons. While I am largely 
supporƟve of the Sky Tavern programming, I offer the following comments: 

1. I oppose the addiƟon of night skiing and lighƟng. Adding lighƟng will negaƟvely impact wildlife, dark skies, and
views. Nighƫme programming will bring noise and crowds and negaƟvely impact wildlife and neighboring
properƟes. I agree with staff’s recommendaƟon to deny the addiƟon of lighƟng and night skiing. As staff points
out, lighƟng and night skiing would be inconsistent with the County Master Plan.

2. Disturbed sites should be revegetated with naƟve vegetaƟon for dust and erosion control.
3. The applicant should be required to develop and achieve milestones to reduce traffic to the site and miƟgate

carbon emissions, including providing electric bus service from various locaƟons in Reno/Sparks and insƟtuƟng
mandatory carpooling for parƟcipants.

4. ConstrucƟon should not occur during high fire risk condiƟons to avoid sparks that ignite a wildlife.
5. The applicant should allow the public to access certain areas of the site (such as the slopes closest to Bums

Gulch Road) for backcountry skiing (including uphill and downhill travel) so long as they do not interfere with
grooming operaƟons.

Thank you, 
Debbie Leonard 

Debbie Leonard 
Attorney and Mediator 

Leonard Law, PC
phone 775.964.4656 
955 S. Virginia Street | Suite 220 | Reno, Nevada 89502 
debbie@leonardlawpc.com 
www.leonardlawpc.com  
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April 4, 2024 

Dear Board Of Adjustment: 

Attached are letters of support in favor of the amendment to Sky Tavern’s SUP to 
support snowmaking and lights.    

The signers of letters include: 

Lt. Governor Stavros Anthony 

UNR President Brian Sandoval 

Washoe County School District Acting Superintendent Kristen McNeil, Ed. D 

Cameron Smith, Head Coach of the UNR Ski Team 

Roy Tuscany, CEO of High Fives 

Stan Jaeger, President of the Arrowcreek HOA 

Kurt Mische, President of PBS Reno 

Chris Askin, Former CEO of the Community Foundation of No. Nevada 

Richard Keillor, Publisher of the Galena Times 

Deane Albright, CPA, Founding Partner Albright & Associates 

Paul Krak Arntson, Sky Tavern Ski race team parent 

Jerry Eykelbosh, Sky Tavern Ski race team parent 

Rich Cummins & Dr. Naomi Albertson, MD 

Mitchell Strominger, MD; President, Nevada Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 

Mendy Elliott, Member of the Nevada Council on Tourism 

James Cooney, Head Coach of the North Valleys High School Ski Team 

Chris Gant, Asst. Coach of Manogue High School Ski Team 

Robert Dennis, Head Coach, Wooster High School Ski Team 

John Schroeder, Sky Tavern Ski race team parent 

Jennifer Santo, Sky Tavern Ski race team parent 

Frieda Hulka, MD, Sky Tavern Ski race team parent 

We thank you for your thoughtful consideration of the amendment to the SUP. 

Sincerely,  
Randi Thompson 
Sky Tavern Board Member 
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Stanley Jaeger 
4175 Bunker Point Court  
Reno, NV 89511 
 
February 4, 2024 
 
RE:  Sky Tavern Ski Area – SUP for ski lighting during evening hours 
 
TO:  All Washoe County Board of Adjustments Board Members 
 
Sky Tavern represents one of the greatest recreational assets and opportunities for our community.  I 
recently learned of their plans to install modern lighting on their race-course.  This improvement would 
have a very positive impact on the recreational opportunities in our community in the following ways: 
 

1. This fundamentally expands affordable access to winter recreation to students across Washoe 
County in a time when many families can no longer afford these sports. 

2. WCSD student racers can now practice and race after school instead of sacrificing critical 
classroom time.  

3. WCSD student racers gain meaningful access to a racing facility that helps them become 
competitive both locally and now nationally – potentially doubling or tripling their allotted 
practice time today. 

4. Sky Tavern will become a top tier training facility on the west coast with the ability to host 
Division 1 college ski racing as well as become the permanent home for University of Nevada 
skiing. 

5. Would expand the reach of the venue to include local adult race-leagues. 
6. Cements our regions commitment to be atop recreational hubs in the west 
7. The Sky Tavern organization is a non-profit dedicated to teaching skiing and other skills to our 

local youth and investing in light infrastructure gives it the ability to expand and flourish.  
Tangible related economic development benefits 

 
I strongly believe all of these positive benefits greatly outweigh the minimal amount of impact to our 
region’s dark sky, as the lighting will only occur in the evenings during winter and spring (mid-winter – 5 
hours of lighting; mid-spring – 2 hours of lighting).  
 
Based on all of this, I support this project and ask for a favorable ruling from the Washoe County Board 
of Adjustments.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Stanley S. Jaeger 
President, ArrowCreek HOA 
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February 28, 2024 
 
Washoe County Board of Adjustment  
1001 E. 9th St. 
Reno, NV 89512 
 
Re: Support of Nightlights at Sky Tavern 
 
Dear Members of the Washoe County Board of Adjustment:  
 
As the president of the Nevada Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics and a Professor of 
Surgery at the University of Nevada Reno, I am writing in support for Sky Tavern, who is seeking an 
amendment to their Special Use Permit (SUP), to add lights along the ski hill to allow for night skiing.   
 
Sky Tavern has multiple ski programs that benefit the community. This includes the recent use of the 
facilities for high school ski competitions. Currently the high school students must miss classes in the 
afternoon to be able to train mid-week prior to darkness and the mountain closing at 4 pm. Skiing is the 
only sport that this occurs with since indoor sports train in a lit gym after school and field sports currently 
have lights.  Installing lights at Sky Tavern will allow our high school teams to train at a later hour during 
the week and this have less effect on education. 
 
In addition, having lights will give greater opportunity to those high school students who might not be 
skiing during the weekend days at other resorts. For some this will be an introduction to the sport and 
others an opportunity to obtain a higher level of ability.  
 
I believe the many positive benefits significantly outweigh the minimal impact to our region’s dark sky, as 
the lighting will only occur in the early evenings during winter and early spring.  
 
I support this project and ask favorable ruling from the Washoe County Board of Adjustments.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

Mitchell Strominger, MD 
 
 
Mitchell B. Strominger, MD 
President Nevada Chapter AAP 
Professor of Surgery, Ophthalmology and Pediatrics 
UNR School of Medicine 
Renown Medical Center 
1500 E 2nd St, Suite 300 
Reno, NV 89502 
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John Schroeder 
1595 Westwood Drive 

Reno, NV 89509 
john.schroederNV@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Lights at Sky Tavern 
 

March 01, 2024 
 
 

Washoe County Board of Adjustment 
1001 E. 9th St. 
Reno, NV 89512 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Adjustment:  
 
I understand Sky Tavern is seeking an amendment to its SUP to add lights along the ski 
hill to allow for night skiing.   
 
Sky Tavern has been training the next generation of skiers for over 70 years.  The 
program provides a way for our community’s underprivileged youth to affordably access 
skiing.    
 
Sky is also a great training area for our local ski teams. Installing lights will allow for 
race training to run into the evening, which will greatly benefit our high school race 
teams.  
 
I am a parent of one of those racers (skiing for Sky Tavern and Reno High School) who 
will benefit from this improvement.  
 
The benefits of evening training are as follows… 
 
-athletes/students will have the ability to train after school, reducing lost time in the 
classroom; 
 
-similarly, athletes/students will be able to participate in some after-school activities that 
are currently impossible for skiers to attend: tutoring, clubs, etc.; 
 
-a greater quantity and cross-section of athletes/students will be able to train through 
the increased availability/options; 
 
-many parents with athletes/students who do not drive will benefit as they will not have 
to miss work to drive their children to/from the hill during the day;  
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-the car-pooling options should expand with evening options as more drivers are 
available; 
 
-the pool of available coaches/assistants/helpers (for high school and even for Sky 
Tavern) will expand as training will not occur during the middle of the workday for many 
adults; and, 
 
-the colder temperatures in the evening hours make for a more stable snowpack, 
creating better training conditions for the skiers. 
 
I grew up in Reno and raced for the Mt Rose (Silver State Ski Team) and Reno High 
School teams. I remember the mad rush up the hill to maximize sunlight and beat the 
hill’s closing time. We would frequently only be able to fit in a minimum of training runs. 
We also had to either miss classes or reduce our class schedules to accommodate this 
training. By contrast, I also did 4 years of collegiate racing while studying in the 
Midwest. For those college years, we trained/raced 3 times a week and only at night. It 
allowed me to keep a full load of coursework while maintaining a campus job. It was a 
lot of work, but it would’ve been impossible without lighting at the local ski areas. 
 
I believe the many positive benefits significantly outweigh the minimal impact to our 
region’s dark sky as the lighting will only occur in the evenings during winter and early 
spring; the lighting will be shut off at a reasonable hour, meaning plenty of hours of 
“dark sky” will remain.  
 
I urge your support for this change and ask for a favorable ruling from the Washoe 
County Board of Adjustments.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Schroeder 
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February 26, 2024 

Washoe County Board of Adjustment 
1001 E. 9th St. 
Reno, NV 89512 
  
Dear Members of the Board of Adjustment: 
 
I understand that Sky Tavern is seeking an amendment to their SUP to add lights along the 
ski hill to allow for night skiing.   
  
As residents of Reno with 2 children training at Sky Tavern, I urge you to approve this 
amendment. This program provides an amazing opportunity to our communities youth of 
all ages and financial backgrounds.  
 
Our 7th grade son trains at Sky Tavern and attends Marce Herz Middle school. The addition 
of these much-needed lights would our allow our son to train without missing school. 
 
Our freshman daughter trains at Sky Tavern with her High School ski team. The addition of 
these lights would allow her (as well as other Reno High Schools) to train outside of school 
hours. This would open opportunities for our local students to place at the top of our region 
and state. Perhaps Olympic level? Who wouldn’t want to see Reno representing at the 
Olympic level again?  
 
I urge your support for this change and ask for a favorable ruling from the Washoe County 
Board of Adjustments.   
  
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Santos 
Jenniferasantos@gmail.com 
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