H STORY OF WASHOE COUNTY

| nt roducti on

Lying in the northwest portion of the State of Nevada, named for a tribe of
American Indians and containing a | and area in excess of 6,000 square niles,
Washoe County today consists of two of the nine original counties -- Washoe and
Lake (later renamed Roop) Counties -- into which the Territory of Nevada was
divided by the first territorial legislature in 1861. The country, "a |land of

contrasts, extrenes, and apparent contradictions, of mngled barrenness and
fertility, beauty and desolation, aridity and storm"l was cl ai med by the

Spani sh Enpire until 1822 when it became a part of Mexican territory resulting
from Mexi co's successful war of independence from Spain. Mexico ceded the area
to the United States in 1848 followi ng the Mexican War, and the ceded | ands
renmai ned part of the "unorgani zed territory" of the United States until 1850.

Spani sh and Mexi can constructive possession probably had little effect on the
life styles of the Northern Paiutes and the Washos -- the two Anerican | ndian
tribes which inhabited the area. The Northern Paiutes ranged over nost of
Washoe C‘ounty2 save the series of valleys Iying along the eastern foothills of
the Sierra Nevada. These valleys were the domain of the Washos, a snall

nomadi ¢ tri be whose nenbers spoke an alien tongue and from which the nanme of

the county is derived®.

The 1840's

During the 1840's Washoe County was traversed by a nunber of trappers and

explorers, as well as several well-defined enigrant trails leading to
California and Oregon. In 1843 nountain nman "Ad Bill" Wiliams® led his

trappers fromthe Kl amath Lake



region of California to Pyram d Lake and the Truckee River. On January 10, 1844,

Li eut enant John C. Fremont® with his second expl ori ng expedition, having cone

down from Oregon, discovered and naned Pyram d Lake7, and five days |ater the

expedition canme to the mouth of the Truckee River, which Frenont naned the Sal non

Tr out River8. The Stevens-Donner route, sonetines called the Truckee route, was

opened in 1844 by the Stevens-Mirphy party of about 100 persons |led by Elisha
Stevens and gui ded by the Paiute Chief Truckee. The route crossed the desert from
t he Hunbol dt Sink to the Truckee River, which the Stevens-Mrphy party foll owed

to Truckee Pass on their way to crossing the Sierra Nevada®. The St evens- Mur phy
party is the first known to have taken the Truckee River route to California

and to have taken wagons across the Sierra Nevada®®.

11

Naned for Jesse Appl egat e, the Applegate Trail in north western Nevada was

opened in 1846 Appl egate and his party traveled fromthe Rogue River in O egon,
passed Lower Kl amath Lake south of Goose Lake, and entered Nevada, where they

crossed the Bl ack Rock Desert and connected with the Hunbol dt Route near

present-day MII Cty in Pershing Countylz. This route was to becone part of the

future Lassen and Nobl es' trail 13. In 1848 the Lassen Cutoff, naned for Peter

14

Lassen, was in use. FromMIIl City it followed the Applegate Trail through H gh

15

Rock Canyon to the south end of Goose Lake. Fromthere to the Sacranento Vall ey

the trail becane known as Lassen's. 16

On March 18, 1849, the Mornons created the provisional State of Deseret, which
included within its jurisdiction nost of Nevada. Meeting at Monterey later in
1849, the California Constitutional Convention on Septenber 22 debated the
boundary question for the new state to be called California. Lawer nenbers of

t he convention expressed their views concerning the inclusion of the Great Basin

in the proposed new state. One



attorney from Col ona argued that "a great portion of it [the G eat Basin] can be
of no advantage to us. A vast deal of it is an inmense unexplored region -- a
barr en waste."l7 Myron Norton, a San Franci sco | awyer, nust have had a hunch when
he argued "Whatever the region may be, a barren waste or a |and of prom se, we
have no right to relinquish it * * * It may be rich in agricultural and mnera
weal th, we know nothing to the contrary * * *. No man knows whether it is
wort hl ess or not."® The convention settl ed (for the time being) the boundary

guestion, the najority feeling that nothing would be gai ned by extending the

limts of California on the east further than the Sierra Nevada.

The 1850's

In the early '50's, the continued nmigration to California attracted sone settlers

to the Truckee Meadows. Three mles south of the Truckee River, near Mana
Springs, WIliam H Anderson established the Junction Housel® about 1850; and on
Sept enber 9, 1850, the Congress created the Territory of UWah, which included
present - day Washoe C‘ounty.20 The year 1851 saw the establishment of the Nobles

Road?! in the northern section and the Beckwourth Route?? | eading fromthe Truckee

Ri ver at Truckee Meadows to Marysville by way of the Beckwourth Pass and the
Feather River. In 1852 Jam son, a Mrnon trader, noved from Washoe Val | ey and
built a trading post near Steanmboat Creek three mles southeast of the present

city of Sparks to intercept westbound em grant trains and their businesses. This

station was the only settlenment on the Truckee River for several years.23

Both the Uah territorial legislative assenbly and the California | egislature
in 1852 enacted statutes affecting the area of Washoe County On March 2, 1852,
the Utah body created the County of Tooele, which "enbraced a tract so extensive
t hat



the settlers on its western border found the county organization of but little

use."%* Not to be out done, the California solons created Pautah County on paper,

i ncluding an area from Lake Tahoe to Pyram d and Wl ker Lakes, nam ng
Carsonville as the seat of justice. The act was to take effect when the Congress

ceded the described territory to California. The Congress failed to act, and the
California act was repealed in 1860. 2°

Washoe Valley attracted sone settlers in 1853. A nan naned Clark built a smal
cabin near the present site of Franktown, J H ("Od Man") Rose also settled in
Washoe Valley, C W Dodge and John Canpbell took up the Bowers Ranch, and

Chri stopher West settled on the Wnters Ranch. 26 one enm grant, inpressed

with the verdant condition of the Truckee Meadows, wrote:

In the nonth of August, 1853, we canped on the banks
of the Truckee a few m | es bel ow where \Aadsworthz7 now

stands. Qur train, consisting of nine wagons, two or three
hundred head of horses and nul es, and seven hundred and
fifty head of cattle, were all driven and managed by
forty-five nen. * * * W rested there for a few days,

and then noved up to the Truckee Meadows, about five mles
bel ow t he present town of Reno. Such a grand sight for
hungry cattle and horses! Thousands of acres of bl ue

joint grass laid around us; our herds reveled in it for

several days, and yet they could nake no inpression upon

it, 28
On January 17, 1854, Carson County was created by the Utah territoria

| egi slative assenbly. The Utah county, an area of 20,000 square mles, included

what i s now Washoe, Douglas, Storey and Lyon Counties, Carson City (fornerly

29

O nsby County) and portions of Esneralda, Churchill and Hunbol dt Counti es. In

30

t he sanme year John Oaens and Edward C. Ing~ nmintained a trading



post on the Truckee River near what was to be called dendale; Bill Gegory

31

started a post at Drytown™" near the present site of Wadsworth, and Janes

32

O Neil had a station at Crystal Peak, two mles fromthe present site of

Verdi . 33

In 1855 the Utah territorial |egislative assenbly expanded the area of Carson

County by extending its boundary northward for its entire width to the O egon
line. Mornon El der Orson Hyde34 in the spring of 1856 commenced the erection of

a sawm || at Franktown, and from20 to 30 Mornon famlies settled there. Com ng

to Washoe Val | ey, Al exander Cowan and his wife (later Ms. Lenuel S "Sandy"

Bower s) purchased the Dodge and Canpbell ranch, |ocated three years previousl y.35

In 1856 Carson County was conbined with Great Salt Lake and other counties in a

single judicial district. George Smth, Sr., a Mrnon, settled in Pleasant Valley

3

with "his eight children and an estinmable wife"; ® and at a meeting held April 26,

1856, in Honey Lake Valley, the Territory of Nataqua was created, with |Isaac N
Roop37 bei ng chosen recorder and Peter Lassen as surveyor. The Territory of

Nat aqua was, as one witer described it, "a frontier land club or claim

associ ation, designed to protect the property rights of the individual squatter
until regular government reached the area." The problemwas that the organizers
overl ooked the fact that the territorial boundaries of Nataqua included the

unsuspecting six hundred inhabitants of Carson, Eagle and Washoe Val |l eys, then

situated within the confines of Carson County, Utah Territory.38

39

Fr ankt own, one of the earliest settled places in western Uah, was |aid out on

the western border of Washoe Valley by Elder Hyde in 1856 after "the nuch to-be-
commended nmanner" of the Mornons. Each | ot of one and a quarter acres was

irrigated by water conducted through all of the public streets, the houses being

built of hewn tinber. Though rude, they were substantial and confortabl e. 40



On January 14, 1857, Carson County was attached to Great Salt Lake County for
el ection, revenue and judicial purposes, although the two counties did not forma
contiguous territory. The sanme year, President John Buchanan ordered a snall arny

under Col onel (later General) Al bert Sydney Johnston to Salt Lake City to

reestablish the Federal Government's suprenacy over the Mor nons. 41

Appr ehensi ve of the arny's purpose, Brigham Young in calling his Saints from
western Utah and el sewhere to defend Salt Lake City wote "W have concl uded t hat
it is wisdomthat you should di spose of your property as well as you can and cone

home. *** Come in one conpany, and keep together so that you can protect

w42

your sel ves against all foes, both red and white. obedi ently, on Septenber 26,

1857, the Mornons of Washoe Vall ey abandoned their farns and returned to Salt

Lake C ty.43

Most of the adherents of Brigham Young wi thdrew fromthe section now
call ed Nevada, |eaving as residents of Carson County only Gentiles and those who
repudi ated the authority of Brigham Young.

After the departure of the Mornons in 1857, John F Stone and Charles C Gates
conducted a tradi ng post on the Truckee River (fornmerly called Jam son's

Station), which was afterward known as Stone and Gates Crossing and | ater as

d endale.44

Western Utah in 1859 remained a sparsely settled country. A reorgani zation of
Carson County detaching it from Geat Salt Lake County proved only partially
successful, leaving the section practically without political organization. In
the spring of 1859, C W Fuller, a Honey Lake rancher, established Fuller's
Station on the Truckee River, the present site of Reno. *° The Constock Lode was
di scovered in June 1859. The whol e regi on between the Sierra Nevada and Salt Lake
City canme to be known to the outside world as Washoe. "History records few mgra-
tions of nen equal to that produced by the discovery of the Constock Lode. The

pl acer mnes of California had begun to



fail and the Washoe excitenent captured the coast and a tide of nen poured over
the Sierra Nevada range in a perfect torrent."*® on Novenber 25, 1859, the agent

for the United States Ofice of Indian Affairs for western Utah Territory
requested that the northern portion of the Truckee River Valley, including

Pyram d Lake, be reserved for Indians, but no executive order was forth

com ng irmediately.47

The 1860's

An 1860 census reveal ed that there were 58 fanmilies and 543 people within the

limts of what was to become Washoe C‘ounty.48 Ni nety-seven nal es and eight fenal es

resided in the Truckee Meadows in 22 dwellings.49 As the result of the

encroachnment of the white nen caused by the Constock di scovery, the Paiutes
assenbl ed at Pyramd Lake in the spring of 1860 to decide what to do. The killing
of three whites at WIllians' Station by Bannocks, allies to the Paiutes,
precipitated a clash between "a notley group"” of white volunteers, nunbering 105,
and the Indians on May 12, 1860, near Pyram d Lake. Seventy-six whites were
killed and many wounded. The defeat of the whites created panic, and ultimtely,
on May 31, 1860, a sizeable force of volunteers was conbined with soldiers of the
regular arny to defeat the Indians near the nmouth of the Truckee River. This

time the Indians were bested. Only two whites were killed, while the Indians |ost

an estimated 160.50

In Novenmber 1860, CGovernor Alfred WCumm ng of the Territory of Utah
recognizing the inability of Uah to maintain a stable governnent for the western
region, said in a nessage to the Utah | egislative assenbly

The popul ati on of the western portion of this Territory,
known as Nevada, has recently becone nmuch nore nunerous,

i n consequence of the influx of a | arge nunber of persons,



attracted by the mneral wealth of that region. The vast extent of uninhabited

country which separate [sic] these valleys fromthose of Sierra Nevada, renders
i ntercourse between themvery inconvenient, and nakes it very probable that the
latter will receive a separate Territorial organization fromthe Governnent, so

soon as the increased popul ati on shall have beconme pernmanent, and sufficiently

large to justify the United States in granting their request for one. !

Four nmonths later on March 2, 1861, the Congress created the Territory of

Nevada,52 and in July 1861 Governor James W Nye proclainmed that the territory was

organi zed. Washoe County's popul ation was then estimted at 1,613.53

The first legislative assenbly convened Cctober 1, 1861, at Carson City. By an

4

act approved Novenber 25, 1861,5 the Territory of Nevada was divided into nine

counties,55 Washoe and Lake being two of the original counties. Section 4 of the
act stated:
There shall be a county, to be known as Washoe County, to
include all that part of the Territory within the bound-
aries described, as follows: Beginning at the north-west
corner of Ornmsby County, and running easterly along the
northern boundary of said county, to the summt of the
nmount ai ns east of Washoe Lake, thence, in a northerly
course, along the sunmt of said nountains, to the | ower
end of the Big Meadows, on Truckee River, thence, down said
river, toits |lower crossing, thence, east, along the
Imm grant Road to the sunmmit of the nountains |ying east
of said river, thence, north, on the main summt of said
mountains, to a point fromwhich, running direct west, would
intersect the Truckee River at its nmouth in Pyram d Lake,
t hence, due west, to the California |ine, thence, south,

to the place of beginning.56



The surface area of Washoe County was 1,195 square mles. >’ Washoe G ty, then

the largest town withinits limts, was designated as the seat of justice and the

county seat.>®

Lake County, a narrow area of |and above Washoe County, was created by section
7 of the 1861 act:
There shall be a county, to be known as Lake County, to
include all that part of the Territory within the bound-
aries described, as follows: Beginning at the north-west
corner of Washoe County, and running easterly along the
nort hern boundary of said county to the nouth of Truckee
Ri ver, thence, due east to the summt of the first range of
nount ai ns east of said river, thence, in a northerly direc-
tion, along said range, and the main granite range of noun-
tains, to the Oregon line, thence, west, along said |ine,
to the sunmit of the Sierra, thence, south, along said
summit, to the place of beginning.
The described area, extending fromthe south end of Pyranid Lake to the Oregon

state line, was naned Lake County because it contained three | akes -- Pyranmid
W nnemucca and Honey.59 The county seat was to be "at such point as shall be

decided by a vote of a mpjority of the voters of said county, at the first

election to be held therein."60

The 1861 | egislative assenbly al so passed acts creating boards of county

comm ssioners and defining their duties,61 provi ded for the support of the poor,

62

t he genesis of today's county wel fare, and granted franchises to individuals

for the construction of public toll roads in Washoe C‘ounty.63

The towns of Cphir,64 Gal ena®® and Vashoe City66 "all blazed up in 1861 and

entered upon a career of prosperity that |asted several years." At the sane tineg,

settlenments along the Truckee River grew -- at Hunter's,67 Lake's Crossing (now

Reno) and at Stone and Gates Crossing. Other 1861 popul ation centers



68

in Washoe County were MII| Station, Huffaker‘s,69 St eanboat Springs70 and

Lenmon V’aIIey.71

In honor of |saac N Roop, the 1859 governor of the provisional Territory of

Nevada, the 1862 territorial |egislature changed the nane of Lake County to

Roop C‘ounty,72 and in addition granted several toll road franchises in Washoe

73

and Roop Counti es. Included was a toll road franchise granted to Myron C

Lake, who was authorized to construct a toll road from Juncti on House north
crossing the Truckee River at what was known as Fuller's Bridge (now Reno) to a
ravi ne northwest comng down fromthe east side of what was known as the Pea

Vi ne Mountains, then to the Washoe Lake county boundary. O her persons were

prohi bited from keepi ng, naintaining or constructing a bridge or ferry within one

mle on either side of Fuller's Bridge.74

The establishnment of Lake County, renamed Roop on Decenber 5, 1862, ultimtely

precipitated a boundary dispute with California, variously called the Roop County

War, the War of Injunctions, and the Sagebrush var. ° Joseph T. G‘oodnan,76 one-

time editor of the Territorial Enterprise, described the "war" in the

San Franci sco Chronicl e;

In the organic act creating the Territory of Nevada

the western boundary was | eft undefined, with a strong
reconmendation to the State of California to cede to the
Territory whatever rights it mght have on the eastern

sl ope of the Sierra Nevada and establish the summt of that
range as the boundary l|ine Conmi ssioners were sent to
California to lay the matter before the Governor and
Legislature. So confident were the Territorial authorities
that their request, backed as it was by the earnest rec-
ommendat i on of Congress, would be granted, that in fixing
the lines of the counties and judicial districts they

i ncl uded everything east of the sunmt. The only settle-
ment of any inportance affected by this proceedi ng was
Honey Lake Valley. That was included in, and in fact



constituted the greater part of Roop county. O ficers were
el ected, Courts organi zed and the whol e machinery of a county
governnment was soon in active operation

Everything went swinmingly until the Spring of 1863, when a
Deputy Sheriff from Plumas county, Cal., w thin whose bailiw ck
Honey Lake Valley was assuned to be, canme over the nountains to
serve a process. The Honey Lakers were the nost |oyal of
Nevadans. |nstead of acknow edging the alien's authority they
resisted and inprisoned the invader. \Wen they deenmed he had had
a sufficient taste of their hospitality to fully appreciate it
they rel eased him and he returned to Quincy, his county seat, to
fire the Plumas heart by the story of the outrage conmitted
upon him The Sheriff hinmself, with a nunber of deputies,
departed at once for the scene of rebellion. He i mediately
arrested nost of the Roop county officials, all of whom had been
nore or |ess concerned in the ill-treatnent
accorded his deputy, and started back over the nmountains with
them The party had not gone far, however, before a body of Honey
Lakers, headed by the venerable |saac Roop, overtook it and
rescued the prisoners.

The Sheriff returned to Quincy with blood in his eye and rai sed
a force of 180 nmen, which, fully arned and equi pped, was narched
over to Susanville, the seat of the war. The arny of invasion
arrived at that place late in the afternoon of Saturday, February
14t h, 1863. Upon the approach of the hostile forces the Honey
Lakers hurriedly gathered the parties threatened with arrest into
a |l og house, and, while guarding it with such strength as they
could hastily collect, sent couriers throughout the whole valley
to give the alarm Before norning three hundred hardy settlers
had gathered in response to the call, every one of whomwas arned

with arifle and neant busi ness.



The Sheriff with his force took possession of a barn just
opposite the | og house where the settlers were guarding their
county officers. Thinking to strengthen his position by
fortifying it with sonme tinbers lying close by, he ordered
his nen to nove themin front of the barn. The opposing

| eader forbade themto touch the tinbers, but they pro-
ceeded to obey the first command. Thereupon the Honey
Lakers opened fire. The battle |lasted four hours, but
fortunately both parties were so well sheltered that the
casualties were not very serious. Eight of the Sheriff's
posse and one or two settlers were wounded, but none of
themfatally. The Californians finally agreed to sur-
render on condition that they be allowed to return hone
with their arns, ternms which the magnhani nous Honey Lakers
readi |y granted.

That ended the war. Notw t hstandi ng their valiant
resistance and their signal victory in the only pitched
battle, the Honey Lakers were eventually forced to submt
to the yoke of the hated eneny. California refused to

entertain the thought of ceding a single inch of ground.77
On July 16, 1863, Washoe County advertised for bids on the construction of a
courthouse in Washoe City and awarded the contract for $15,000.78 And on Cct ober

22, 1863, a contract was let for the construction of a county jail for $3,740.79

Before the end of 1863, the buildings were conpleted and occupied. But the |ack
of public education facilities in Washoe City caused the Washoe Tines editor to
urge inmedi ate construction of a school house:

Qur Washoe City is in its nmunicipal infancy, and can not

be expected to possess all the adjuncts and accessories

of civilization, belonging to communities of ol der and

| arger gromh. Let, therefore, none of our big and ancient

nei ghbors sneer at us because we have no school house.



While our enterprising and patriotic |adies are so in-
dustriously adding to the infant popul ati on, we nen nust
do sonething to show our appreciation of their generous
efforts by instituting nmeans and nethods of properly

educating that infant population. * * * W nust have a

school house -- and the qui cker we have it, the bet t er . 8°

In 1863 Peavine, a small mning canp and district in Washoe County, was
organi zed 10 miles northwest of Reno on the slopes of Peavine Muntain, but

activity at Peavi ne peaked about 1873-1874, and by 1880 the popul ati on had

declined to a nere dozen.81

Attachi ng Roop County to Washoe County for judicial, |legislative and revenue
pur poses, 82 the 1864 territorial legislature granted additional toll road
franchi ses in Washoe and Roop Counti es. 23 Sone nmenbers of the 1864
constitutional convention which met in Carson City in July wished to nane the new
state "Washoe," but were out-argued when J Neely Johnson, president of the
convention, pointed out that the terns of adm ssion to the Union were predicated
fromthe begi nning upon the nane "State of Nevada. " 8% The 1864 constitution was
approved by President Lincoln on Cctober 31, 1864, and the territory ceased to
exi st. The constitution provided that the County of Washoe was to constitute the
Fourth Judicial District, Washoe and Roop Counties were to be entitled to two
senators and three assenblynmen in the new state's legislature, and all county
of ficers under the laws of the Territory of Nevada were to be continued in office

until January 1867. %°

St at ehood appears to have had little imediate effect on Washoe City. The
Washoe Weekly Star conpl ai ned on August 27, 1864, that "certain individuals about

town, who seemto have nothing particular to engage their attention, nmake a

practice of shooting chickens if they (the chickens, we nmean) happen to



wander a short distance fromhome. This is wong. It may be fine 'sport' to the
i ndi vi dual engaged in doing it, and a nice chicken-pie may agree perfectly with
the stonach, but, it is not very agreeable to the person raising and feeding
chi ckens to have them di sposed of in that nmanner. It had better be stopped, or
t he persons engaged in the business may get into trouble."

I n August 1864 the county expended $1,000 for the purchase of a building to be
used as a county hospital. Three years later, the building was sold at auction

for $200.86

Littl e Bangor, naned for Bangor, Maine, a small comunity about a m|le south of

Frankt own, energed in 1864. It was a short lived settl enent dependent upon

lunbering and mlling, and contained a store, a school and a blacksmth shop.87

The first state legislature net in 1864-1865, granting two toll road franchises

8

i n Washoe C‘ounty.8 Critical of the board of county conm ssioners of Washoe

County, the Eastern Slope on May 12, 1865, commented on Washoe County's

r oadbui | di ng i nadequaci es:
The county expenses indicated by the all owances as nmade at
the |l ast session of the board of county conmm ssioners
appear to suffer no material dimnution. The sum of $500
seens to have been expended on the road in the vicinity of
Frankt own, and yet we have no road that can be considered
safe at the present tine -- no inprovenent that can be
consi dered permanent in its character. It is quite
i npossible for * * * [any] man to nmake good and per manent
roads wi th sagebrush and sand, and it is equally inpossible
to use better material with an appropriation of $500 * * *,

An expenditure of $500 is sinply throwi ng noney away.

Q her settlenents in Roop and WAashoe Counties in 1865 were Buffalo Meadows®®

and Auburn.90



The year 1866 was one of renewed criticismof the board of county comm ssioners

by both the Eastern Sl ope (the Washoe City newspaper) and the grand jury. On

January 27, 1866, the editor of the newspaper wote:
The late wind stormrendered it necessary for the County
Comm ssioners to nmake sone rather extensive repairs on the Court
House, and, as by | aw provided, notice was given and proposal s
recei ved for doing the necessary work. The | owest and best
bi dder, or at |least the bid that found favor in the eyes of the
Board, and to which the contract was awarded, was nmade by a
bl acksm th Sundry carpenters may now be seen daily with their
hands in their enpty pockets, criticizing and comenting on
the work as it progresses. As they have |ost an opportunity of
maki ng wages they seened determined to make nerry over their
di sconfit. We do not vouch for the truth of the statenent, but
t he carpenters do say Vul can has sublet the painting to a tailor,
the brick work to a barber, and is negotiating with a shoenaker
to do the plastering.

The editor traveled over the public road fromWshoe Cty to Carson City in
March 1866, and then, with aching back, comented that "if it be true that
variety is the spice of life, then this road is lovely. Just look at the variety
af forded; there are nudhol es, rocks, sand, broken down bridges, streans w thout

any bridges, stunps and |logs, etc. etc. W are proud of the people and proud of

t he County Conmi ssioners -- You bet. "% on March 31, 1866, the board of county

conmmi ssioners |levied a $3.55 tax on each $100 of assessed val uation of property
in the county. In answer to this ploy, the editor fired back:

This tax, burthensone as it is, doubtless would be freely

pai d, could taxpayers be satisfied that the noney woul d

be expended economically and discreetly for the benefit



of the county, but there is an inpression, and we feel that
it is but too well founded, that the necessity for such
rates of taxation is based only on ill-considered and ex-
travagent di sbursenents * * * Good roads are a bl essing,

but a heavy road tax and no roads at all, except toll roads,

is an unnmitigated hunbug. A radical change in the nmanage-

ment of our county affairs is loudly called for * * x 092

After having viewed the recent repairs of the courthouse, and finding that the
building was "in as good a state of preservation as could be expected in a

n

building so faulty in its construction,” the 1866 county grand jury had no
glowi ng words for the county jail, then w thout occupants. The grand jury found
the county jail "entirely unfit for the purpose for which it was designed, it is
destitute of all clains as a place of security for crimnals, and is
discreditable to the county as a place of confinenment for prisoners awaiting

trial." The county hospital, whose roof |eaked in rainy weather, also canme in for
criticism Reserving its final remarks for the county comn ssioners, the

grand jury figuratively shook its finger "To the County Conm ssioners we woul d
recommend that nmeetings of that Board be called only when necessary, and that the

records of their nmeetings should show a nore reasonabl e anobunt of business

transacted."93

In the 1867 legislature a bill was introduced proposing to divide Washoe and
the other counties of the state into three county conm ssioner districts,
conmi ssi oners' annual salaries being increased from $600 to $1,000. The Eastern
Sl ope commented "If it is the intention of the Legislature to pay the County
Comm ssioners for the abuse that they naturally receive for the faithful
di scharge of their duties, $1,000 will not pay 10% of the demand. If on the
contrary they propose to pay for the | abor done and perfornmed, the $600 is nore

than sufficient."



The editor then suggested that the | egislature reduce the nunber of county

comm ssioners to one, to be elected for two years, stating his opinion "was based
on the belief that any conpetent business nan can take the revenue of this county
and run its governnent -- give the County better roads, better bridges, better

hospi tal accommopdations, and at the sane tine save the County $10, 000 per year on
pr esent expenses."94 The liberality of the county conmm ssioners was the subject of

the 1867 county grand jury report:
The Jury believe that the County Commi ssioners in their
good nature have heretofore been too easy and |ibera
in allowng many of the clains presented against the
county * * *. The Jury would earnestly recommend to the
County Commi ssioners to use nore rigid econony in the man-
agenent of the County finances in the future as they firmy
believe that the present County indebtedness might be
consi derably | ess than $10, 000 i nstead of sone $15, 000

or $16, 000, %°

In July 1867 the district attorney, claimng to be a preferred creditor of the
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county, and the district judge, Charles N Harris, commenced actions agai nst

the county. The county comm ssioners were of the opinion that a vacant roomin

t he Washoe Gty courthouse, nodestly furnished, was quite sufficient for all the
pur poses of judicial business. Judge Harris, perhaps a little elevated with
judicial dignity, demanded a large room wth finer furniture and conveni ent

sl eepi ng apartnments, as being essential to the admnistration of justice and the
mai nt enance of the dignity of the Court. The differences between the district
attorney and the board of county conmi ssioners were worse, according to the

Eastern Sl ope, because it would be necessary for the county, after paying its

| egal advisor, to pay a second attorney to fight such of the district attorney's

clainms as the board deenmed illegal and unjust. The



Eastern Sl ope editor blasted away: "For some reason, to us inexplicable, certain

of Washoe County's officials find it inpossible to discover the exact character

of their rights as officers, and as a natural consequence an i Mmense anount of

_ , - , w97
expensi ve and vexatious litigation foll ows.

By 1867 Washoe City had reached its peak, but the newspaper canpai gned agai nst
the city's foraging hogs98 and the establishnment of new sal oons. The Eastern

Sl ope of Decenber 21, 1867, conmment ed:
Washoe City, by the establishnment of a new sal oon, is now
call ed upon to support ten drinking establishments. Wen
we estinmate the anount required for the maintenance of each
one of these establishnents, and realize how freely it is
advanced by our citizens, we necessarily formlarge ideas
of the wealth and inportance of this place. Washoe cer-
tainly did not need to be noticed in the constitution or
laid out in streets and squares The liberality of her

contributions at the shrine of the jolly god is suffi-

cient to entitle her to the status of a first class city.99

The 1868 county grand jury in its report reconmended to the county
comm ssioners that the courthouse at Washoe City be repaired and conment ed
that "fromthe reports of sone of the road supervisors it appears that
consi derabl e noney has been col |l ected for the benefit of the county roads, while
in sone instances at |east, hardly any, if any of said noney has actually been

expended in repairing the county roads, neither has the noney been paid into the
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county treasury for the benefit of the school fund. "% In stronger and nore

pi cturesque | anguage than used by the grand jury, a Carson Cty nmerchant in a
letter to the newspaper editor conplained about the Washoe County roads and
t he board of county conmi ssioners:

W nmerchants * * * can't get a team of nore than six

animals that will cone through Washoe Vall ey because it



[the road] "waves in and waves out" round about the foot-
hills, goes through barnyards and corrals, and is generally
a very mserable road over which a heavy load can't cone,
because the bridges are weak, the ground soft, and the
turns short. In consequence our heavy teans all cone by
Virginia * * * Now, | wish to inquire if Washoe County

has a Board of Comm ssioners, and if so, if the nenbers

t hereof can read and wite, and if so why can't they nake

a road? Sonewhere, anywhere, but a road.101

Apparently, Judge Harris felt that the county conmmi ssioners weren't noving
rapidly enough with the repairs to the courthouse previously recomrended by the
grand jury. On August 3, 1868, in his charge to the grand jury, he said that he
woul d not risk another termof court in the courthouse on account of its
di | api dat ed condi ti on. The newspaper editor retorted "W think the Court took

counsel of its fears, and are confident that the building is all-sufficient to

sustain many tinmes the weight of the entire Bar and Bench of Washoe C‘ounty."102

When the Central Pacific Railroad began ascending the Sierra Nevada it becane
apparent that sonewhere on the Truckee River there nmust be a point where the
goods for Virginia City and vicinity would be unl oaded and forwarded to their
destination. Myron C Lake deeded 40 acres to the railroad in consideration of the

establi shnment of a station at Lake's Crossing. This was done, and the station was
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chri stened "Reno." On May 9, 1868, city lots were auctioned by the railroad.

It "was a great day" when the first train from Sacranento arrived in Reno on
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June 18, 1868.105 And on July 4, 1868, John C Lew s, who had for several

years published the Eastern Sl ope at Washoe City, renoved the newspaper to Reno

and renaned it the Reno Crescent. The paper, which was to exist for alnost 10

years,107 on August 22, 1868, reported:




Reno still inproves The sound of saw and hammer is con-
stantly heard, clerks |ook tired, proprietors happy.

There is an endl ess stream of coaches and nountai n schooners
coming and going. Hotels are full and new ones are goi ng

up. Besides we have jerkers that can jerk mo-r-a 1l-a-g-e-r,
hurdl es that can junp higher and sports that can bet

heavi er than any other town of the age of Reno in the

world.108

A correspondent of the San Franci sco Tines, passing over the line of the

Central Pacific in 1868, paid his respects to Reno:
Reno is situated in the mddle of a frightful plain, des-
titute of any feature of beauty or picturesqueness. It
is one of those nmushroomtowns that seemto spring up in
a single night, like Alladin's Palace, and fromthe nature
of its elenents its sudden vani shnent woul d be scarcely
matter for surprise. In the | anguage of its inhabitants,
it is "quite a place,” and if it |acks age and stability,
it makes up for themin exuberant vitality. Its streets
are conposed of frame buil dings, knocked together for the
nost part as hastily as though they were acconpani nents
to atravelling circus. It has nore than a fair proportion
of groggeries, and dance houses, and it drives a very
lively business in the ganbling way. Its popul ation
conpri ses an inmoderate share of "sports," fromthe suave
and "hi gh toned" ganbler, airily lounging in snow white
trowsers and coat, and spotless, delicately plaited shirt
front, with broad-bri med Panana hat and fragrant cigar,
to the disreputable and hangdog | ooki ng sharper, beneath
whose short and frayed coat tails the nuzzle of a revolver
protrudes threateningly, and whose fierce eyes and bl oat ed
face proclaimthat he is ready to take a drink or to cut

a throat. Wnen, whose gay dresses are not needed to



desi gnate their shameful business, stroll through the sandy
streets with an abandon which is only to be met with in
such seni-civilized places; Piute Indians |oaf about,
acconpani ed by their heavy and degraded | ooki ng squaws,
who carry their juvenile encunbrances packed neatly in snal
parcels and slung upon their broad backs, whence they can
formtheir own opinions of society. Expressmen hurry up
and down in the broiling sun, and fling packages, trunks
and boxes about, with feverish energy, and the engines

and trains of the Conpany glide back and forth upon the
sidings in apparently inextricable confusion, while the
station master screans hinsel f hoarse, and perspires him
self thin. There is no such thing as rest to be had in
Reno. The tavern keepers do not think it worth their

while to provide anything |ike decent sleeping accommpda-
tion for travelers, for nobody cones there save to nmake
nmoney, and when a man i s bent upon business, what does it
signify where he sl eeps? So people rush into Reno and
gobbl e up whatever fuel in the shape of neals they can get,
and never grunble, and drink bad whi skey without a rurner;
and doze on chairs, or make their bones ache by lying on
boards, and rush away again, by rail or stage, and Reno
cares nothing, but swelters on in the broiling sun, while
all the day the sharp tapping of hamrers and grating of
saws acconpani es the erection of new buildings and all the
night the fiddles go, and the glasses clink, and the
general hurry and bustle is brought to a clinmx now and
then by a lively shooting affray. Sonebody, perhaps, is
killed or mainmed in the row WeIlI, it is only "Four ace
Dick," or "Jack the Sweater," or sonebody else with a

ni cknane that has taken the place of a patronymc. Only
some adventurer, not too particular as to the character of

his ventures, who has "pegged out." It may be that, a



coupl e of thousand mles away, sone weary heart is waiting
anxiously for news of him or that sone hone is being prepared
for his anticipated return. No matter! Busy Reno has no
concern with the fate, present, past or future, of any one

of her notley population. She is on the railroad, and has

a "big thing," and she is bent upon making her pile with

what speed she can command, and the pace of Reno is by no

nmeans contenptible.109

Reno was soon conscious of her strength. The Reno Crescent

reported on August 1, 1868, that petitions for the renoval of the

county seat and also for the purchase of M C Lake's bridge were in circul ation
and were being generally signed by the Reno citizens. The editor continued "The
Comm ssi oners who refuse the prayers of the petitioners will doubtless call down

many curses on their heads in the present. The Board who should grant both these
prayers, would take a lively chance of being hung in the future. "% o August 5,
1868, a petition signed by 765 citizens was presented to the board of county

comm ssioners for the renoval of the county seat from Washoe City to Reno.

The petition was denied by the board on Septenber 8, 1868, but the county seat

renoval question was to arise again in 1870. 1!

In Decenber 1868 it was reported that "there is not much left of Washoe City,

at | east the town seens al nost deserted, we still furnish our regular stock of
wood and tinber to Virginia and Gold H Il and we still have spasnodic terns of
Court here."112

In 1869 both the grand jury and the editor of the Reno Crescent bore down on

the county conmm ssioners. Reporting on a neeting of the board held July 5, 1869,

the Reno Crescent said: "The board of county comm ssioners nmet July 5th, full

Board present, transacted business in the regular way -- that neans regul ar,

irregular and defective. Failed to order proceedi ngs publi shed,;



reason assigned, could not stand the cost -- real cause, fear that the work
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woul dn't bear accounting."1 In another article of the same date the editor

asserted: "* * * the managenent of County affairs through a board of county
comm ssioners is a hunbug of the first water, and the quicker the systemis
abol i shed the better for all parties. Six hundred dollars per year don't pay a
man to attend to the County's business to the neglect of his own, and
conseauently no nan does it. * * * Economy would dictate the policy of paying a

man -- one man -- to give his attention to county affairs, instead of three to
negl ect them "** The grand jury in its report published August 14, 1869,

"respectfully" called the attention of the commi ssioners to that provision of |aw

regulating their per diemand urged upon themthe necessity of a nore strict

conmpliance with the letter of the | aw, 11°

The 1870's

The 1870 census reported the popul ati on of Washoe County to be 3,091, Reno
havi ng 1, 035 peopl e and the uni ncorporated area 2,056. The increase of Reno's
size and the continued retrogression of Washoe City caused Reno interests to
submt a petition to the board of county conmm ssioners on April 4, 1870, asking
that the county seat be noved to Reno. At a special election held June 14, 1870,
the vote favored Reno over Washoe City 544 to 362. Accordingly, the county
conmi ssi oners proclaimed Reno to be the permanent county seat of Washoe County
and announced that all county offices would be relocated in Reno. But Washoe Gty
didn't surrender without a fight. Alleging election irregularities, Washoe Gty
residents applied to the district court for a tenporary restraining order Judge
Charles N Harris was on vacation, but Judge WIIliam Haydon of Lyon County i ssued

the order. At the subsequent hearing the order



was di sm ssed. Washoe City then applied to the Nevada suprene court, claimnng
that the election was illegal because the board of county conm ssioners did not
follow statutory procedures in holding the election. The suprene court ordered
the district court reversed, thus annulling the proclanmation of the board of

county comni ssioners changi ng the county seat, and the nooted question renmai ned

in status quo to be revived at sone future day.116

The year 1870 saw the Reno Crescent commenting on the appearance of
117

cockfights and vel oci pedes in Reno, and the Crescent's conpetitor, the

Nevada State Journal, observed the presence of professional thieves and road

agents in the grow ng town:
For sone time past nuch conpl ai nt has been nade and many
citizens alarnmed at the | ooseness of certain things around
our growi ng town. Many are not accustomed to the nusica
click of the six-shooter at all hours of the night; on the
other hand, a najority are chagrined because there is not
enough killing for the amount of flourishing. * * *
W think this is a very quiet, nice place, notw thstanding
some insist that it is the worst place on | and, and that
we are no nore civilized than forty-niners or the aborigi nes.
* * * |t is a notorious fact * * * that a number of pro-

fessional thieves and road agents are concentrating in and

around our prom sing burg.118

On Novenber 5, 1870, the east-bound passenger train of the Central Pacific
Rai | road was boarded at Verdi by a gang of five nmen, who detached the engi ne and
express car and ran them down the road to within five mles of Reno, where they
st opped them and robbed the express car of $41,000. This has been all eged
to be the first train robbery in the Far Wst. County authorities apprehended al

t he robbers, who "were brought up before the



grand jury" on Novenmber 22, 1870, and subsequently received sentences in the

state prison.119

In his Decenber 1870 report, the Washoe County surveyor reported that there
were within the county 19 irrigating ditches, the nost inportant of which was the
Truckee Ditch with a length of 17 miles, which took its water fromthe Truckee
River at Hunter's bridge and ternmi nated near Brown's Station in Steanboat Vall ey.
The county surveyor's report concluded that:

* * * the day is not far distant when our sage and grease-
wood plains, now grimand silent in their desolation, may
be dotted with thrifty hones where will be garnered bounti -

ful harvests and where vast herds of stock will find anple

subsistence.120

In 1871 the citizens of Reno again pursued the renoval of the county seat from

Washoe City to Reno. The Nevada State Journal of January 14, 1871, commented: "It

is evident that three-fourths of the population, three-fourths of the taxes, and
nore than three-fourths of the business transacted in our Courts are fromthe
northern portion of our county along the line and in the vicinity of the Central
Pacific Railroad." On January 14, 1871, a bill was introduced in the Nevada

senate providing that the county seat of Washoe County was to be fixed at Reno
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after April 3, 1871. After its passage in the senate, H H Beck, an assenbl yman

from Washoe Val |l ey, unsuccessfully tried to defeat the bill in the assenbly, but

it passed despite his maneuvering and was signed by the governor on February 17,
1871. 122

The peopl e of Washoe Vall ey were nobst unhappy with the actions of the
| egi slature and the governor, since they desired to be attached to Ornsby County.
And Beck, following the wishes of his constituents, introduced a bill in the
assenbly proposing to change the boundary |Iine between O nsby and WAashoe

Counties, giving Onsby County all of Washoe Valley and over a half million



dollars in taxable property. After his bill failed to pass, Beck by |legal action
attacked the constitutionality of the special act which awarded the county seat
to Reno. He was granted an injunction by the district court in April 1871, but

upon appeal by the board of county commi ssioners the supreme court reversed
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the district court, upholding the validity of the special |egislative act. ?® Reno

was victorious! The county seat was officially noved to Reno on June 21, 1871
when the books and papers of the county clerk's office arrived as well as the
clerk hinmself. As one historian stated "The saga of the transfer of the Washoe
County seat is one of expensive, reckless litigation made so by the sensel ess

opposition of a few mal contents favoring Washoe City against the will and

interests of the nost popul ous area of the county, Reno. " 124

Upon renoval to Reno, the district court held its sessions in a theater and the

125

various county offices were scattered about town. During the sunmrer of 1871 the

sel ection of the site for a new courthouse becane a critical issue in the town.
Demandi ng that the county conm ssioners |look well to the interests of the county

and to its future welfare, the Nevada State Journal suggested:

In maki ng a pernanent | ocation for the Court-house, the
County Commi ssioners shoul d not be influenced by the
selfish interests of this or that man. Reno is a pernanent
and growi ng town, and the Court-house shoul d be | ocated
with a viewto the future. It should not be too near the
river, for the noise and confusion of the rushing waters,
whenever the river is at a high stage, is a very serious
objection. It should not be on or near the business
streets of the town, where the noise and clatter of the
surroundi ng business would seriously interfere with Court
affairs. It should be located sufficiently near the

busi ness portion of the town, on a plat of ground |arge



enough for plenty of roomon all sides of the building,

so that the surroundi ngs can be adorned with shade trees

and or nanent al shrubbery.126

By July 1871 a four-way fight had devel oped over the site of the pernanent
| ocation of the courthouse. Three sites north of the Truckee River in the town's
commercial area were offered to the county, and Myron C. Lake tendered a one-acre
site on the south side of the river (a portion of Lake's Addition to
the original town) for $1,500 in cash, also pronmising to set out shade trees, |ay
out a public square in front of the site and to supply water to the county

property.127
Acceptance by the county conmmi ssioners of Lake's offer on July 7, 1871, brought

forth unhappy protests fromboth citizens and newspapers. The Nevada State

Journal maintained that the |ocation of the county buildings on the south side of

the Truckee Ri ver was agai nst the wi shes of three-fourths of the taxpayers and
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deci dedl y agai nst the manifest interests of the county.l Calling for a

reexam nati on of the conmmi ssioners' action, the editor continued:
It is believed that the Conm ssioners nmay have acted
hastily, and w thout review ng the subject in all its bear-
ings, in having located the County buil dings on the oppo-
site side of the Truckee River fromthat on which Reno is
situated. The alnost if not entirely unani nous w sh of
the voters of Reno is that the order shall be reviewed and
t he subject thoroughly reexam ned. * * * The Court-house,
if located at Lake's, could be accessible to the people of
Reno by ferryboat or bridge only, and if Lake's bridge
were inpassible the traveling of 8 mles by the way of

A endale or 10 nmiles by the way of Hunter's would be re-

quired.129



Despite the open opposition to their site selection, the conm ssioners stood

their ground, and on Septenber 10, 1871, the board opened bids and awarded the
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buil ding contract to S F. Hool e for $20,500. Three days before the award, an

action had been conmmenced on the ground that the selected site was not in the
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Town of Reno, the place to which the county seat had been renoved, seeking to

restrain the comm ssioners fromerecting the county buil di ngs outside of the
original plat of Reno on the south side of the river. Judge Harris denied the

i njunction on Cctober 6, 1871, and an appeal to the suprene court was dism ssed.

Construction began on the courthouse on April 20, 1872. 132

The board of county conmi ssioners apparently were willing to di spose of the
Washoe City courthouse as soon as the county seat was renpoved to Reno, and the

Nevada State Journal, in approving the proposed donation of the courthouse to the

State of Nevada for the acconmpdation of the insane, and continuing to heap abuse
upon abandoned Washoe City, chortled: "W can inmagine no nore fitting place for a
hone for the poor denented beings than Washoe City, for there they can be assured

of having those essentials which are so necessary to the restoration of their

wandering reason -- peace and absol ute quiet."133

To provide a construction fund for the new courthouse, county bonds in the
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amount of $23,000 were issued July 1, 1872.%* on June 22, 1872, the day the

cornerstone was laid, forty nmen were enpl oyed by contractor Hool e on
construction Hool e subcontracted the brickwork for $2,000 on June 29,
1872. 1%°

According to the |ocal newspapers, public safety and health protection in 1872

appear to have been m nimal. The Reno Crescent descri bed Washoe County as "the

batt| eground of robbers and plunderers" because of the proximity of the
rail road:



Washoe County enjoys the reputation of being the best
represented county of the State, in the Nevada State
Prison. Twenty of our citizens are now enjoying the hos-
pitality of the Silver State, and we are well satisfied
that at |least twice as many nore are justly entitled to

t he same di stingui shed consi deration. Washoe County fur-

ni shes the only femal e representative, and hence the con-
clusion that Washoe favors the wonen's rights doctrine.

O the six car robbers sent fromthe county, three were
citizens of Storey County, two citizens of California;

but one claimng residence in Washoe County; and so of the
others. A large percentage bel ong el sewhere. The expense
incurred by the county for their trial is the price we

pay for the advantages arising fromour connection with
the railroad; the privilege of taxing its property at their
own val uati on, about one-seventh of its real value, whether
estimated at its market value, or on the profits paid to

t he stockhol ders; Washoe County is by its | ocation nmade

t he battl eground of robbers and pIunderers.136

Critical of the |lack of nedical facilities, the Nevada State Journa

conpl ai ned: "Since we urged the necessity of 'preparing for war in tine of

peace,' by providing a good, confortable pest-house, a nunber of our people say
"we have a pest-house.' W have a hog pen, a poor one at that, about |arge enough
to acconmobdate a snall sized pig. W would |ike for sone who think we have a

pest-house to exami ne the present building and see whether they would Iike to be

placed in it and take the chances of recovery."137 When a smal | pox patient died in

the county hospital, the Reno Crescent reported "that the bedding was tied up in

bundl es and thrown into the river, exposing hundreds of |ndians and many white
families to an attack fromthis |oathsome disease. "3 That newspaper foll owed up

with the following editorial:



The Truckee River is by far the nost inportant and beauti -
ful streamthat runs through the State of Nevada. The
peopl e of the whole State -- and particularly the people of
Washoe county, are justly proud of the Truckee, and ex-
trenely jealous of any project that threatens its entirety.
Hundr eds of men, wonen and children are dependent on it

for at |east one of the necessaries of life -- pure water.
How crimnally inconsiderate, then, are those persons

who make the bed of this river a receptacle for all manner
of filth and rubbish. At this time the Truckee is gar-

ni shed with the carcasses of horses, cattle, hogs, dogs,
and cats, deposited there to save sonebody the troubl e of
burying a carcass that is offensive both to the eyes and
the nostrils. WII our neighbors who thoughtlessly commt

a nui sance and perpetuate an outrage of the grossest char-
acter on their friends, in making the Truckee River a
potter's field for dunb beasts, take heed in the future

to the golden rule, "Do unto others as you woul d that

ot hers should do unto you," or shall we be conpelled to
protect ourselves by an appeal to | aw? 130

The lack of fire protection in the young town of Reno of 1872 was observed by
the editor of the Truckee Republican

Reno is built up apparently with especial reference to
bei ng burned up, or rather burned down. The houses,
dwel i ng and ot herwi se, are al nost exclusively of wood,
packed cl osely together. The town has no fire engine,
nor water pressure of any kind. The only nmeans for put-

ting out fires are a nunber of tanks filled with water,

and two dozen or so of water buckets at each tank.140

At the tinme of the execution of the courthouse building contract wwth S. F.
Hool e, the style of the outside finish was entirely changed by the board of
county comni ssioners fromthe plans originally adopted, which change, according
to the Nevada



State Journal, destroyed wholly the symmetry and beautiful architectura

appear ance of the buiIding.141 The courthouse was conpl eted and accepted by the

comm ssioners on January 24, 1873. It was described as "a substantial structure"
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and the interior finish as "excellent. Change orders had del ayed conpl eti on of

the building from August 31, 1872, until the acceptance date Hool e presented a
claimfor extra |abor and material totaling $10,967, which the comm ssioners
refused to all ow, and Hool e sued the county. The matter was submtted to a board

of arbitrators, who ultimately allowed $4, 828, and the decision was accepted by

bot h Hool e and the county.143

The courthouse was a fine-looking, two-storied, brick edifice with a frontage of
58 feet and a depth of 79 feet Ofices of the county clerk, county treasurer,
county assessor, county recorder and the sheriff, and the county Jail were
| ocated on the first floor. On the upper floor was a "pleasant” courtroom 35
feet by 58 feet, the jury roomand offices of the district attorney and county

surveyor. The building was topped off by a done, 10 feet in dianmeter, 16 feet in
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hei ght "fromwhich a fine view of the surrounding country may be obtained,"l and

covered on the top with zinc. CGenerally the Nevada State Journal approved of the

building but criticized the lack of ventilation and light in the jail cells

caused by the "little gratings in the doors. " 14

Two weeks after acceptance of the new courthouse by the board of county
comm ssi oners, Judge Harris, whose ongoing difficulties with the board have been
previously described, issued the follow ng order characterized by the Reno
Crescent as "a literary and legal curiosity":

It is by law within the i nherent power of this Court

first to occupy the entire structure, or so much thereof



as i s reasonably necessary for its own conveni ence and the conveni ence of
its imediate officers, including the Cerk, Sheriff and D strict Attorney,
wi thout controlling reference to the conveni ence or necessities of such
other officers of the County as are of not inmediate service to the Court.

And the Court will of its own power appropriate such portions of this or
any other building occupied by it as is npbst convenient for our own
pur poses, and the ready access of and to its own particular officers. And
while by law it is nmade the duty of the Board of Comm ssioners to provide
suitable structures for the use of the Court and its officers, as well as
the officers of the County, yet the Court will not suffer its manner or
extent of occupation of such public property, when so provided, or its
reasonabl e conveni ence to be controlled or restricted by the arbitrary will
of a Board of Conmi ssioners.

It satisfactorily and fully appears to this Court that the said Board of
Conmi ssioners have failed to reserve for the occupation of the District
Judge any conveni ent apartnent within this spacious building, neither have
t hey provi ded el sewhere such office. Therefore this Court at this tine
assumes its rightful jurisdiction of this matter and acts therein by virtue
of its authority as will be hereafter nore fully apparent.

It appears to this Court that in the said Court House, contiguous to the
Jury Room upon the second floor * * * is a room of convenient size and well
lighted, suitable in all respects for use as an office for the use of the
Judge of this Court. That said roomis now occupi ed by a nunber of persons
engaged in business which is principally disconnected with the duty of any
county office. That one of said persons incidentally exercises the office of
County



Surveyor, by which to give a color of title to such occupation of said room
but that the duties pertaining to said office are trivial in extent.
Wherefore, this Court by reason of the | aw and the premni ses, hereby
appropriates said roomto its use as an office for the District Judge. And
the Sheriff is hereby directed to proceed w thout delay or bantering of
words to clear said roomof all persons and property now bei ng, occupying or
remai ni ng therein, except such stove and furniture as he shall ascertain to
bel ong to the County.

And said Sheriff is hereby further directed to procure carpet of good
qual ity and of decent appearance, either three-ply or brussels, and carpet
said room also to procure and place therein at |east three good chairs, one
of which shall be an easy chair; also one good witing desk with
conpartnments for books, papers, etc.; also one |ounge of substantial and
decent construction; also a broom dust pan and whisk; also a good quality
of curtains or blinds for the wi ndows, and place the same in position; also
two good | anps; also two large sized spittoons; also water pitcher and three
gl asses.

And said Sheriff is hereby directed and ordered to keep said roomin order
at all tinmes, and furnish therein at all times requisite fuel, stationery
(including ink, erasers, etc.) and oil for lights, etc. And during the
absence of the Judge fromthe County Seat, the said Sheriff is directed to
keep the key of said roomin his custody, in his office.

The Reno Crescent editor commented: "W dislike very much to make a burl esque of

this matter, and yet find it hardly possible to reviewit in a serious light."
After giving reasons why the county surveyor should "not be bundled out in the

cold," the editor continued: "N ne nonths of the year, and probably



nore, the roomis to be kept |ocked, and the key in the possession of the

Sheriff, disconmmoding a whole community to gratify a diseased mnd, the peculiar
i di osyncrasy of which is a disposition to exercise arbitrary power. W know t hat
there is such a thing as contenpt of court. The court should know that there is

such an of fense as contenpt of the sovereign people, of which he may sone day be

cal l ed upon to purge hi msel f . " 140

Judge Harris apparently was unconcerned about the county expenses to be
incurred in obeying his order. The grand jury report of February 1873 criticized
both the county commi ssioners and the district judge:

Wth the facts before us, that we are drifting deeper into
debt every year, we would recommend to the board of county
conmi ssioners the nost rigid econony in our county expendi -
tures. It appears fromthe records that the County Com

m ssioners in the years 1871 and 1872 overdrew their salary
We reconmmend to the district attorney to notify those

gentl enmen of the fact that they have overdrawn their sal -
ari es as above stated, and if not paid proceed to recover
the sanme according to law. * * * the Gand Jury woul d sug-
gest that the Judge should be and remain at the county

seat during the several court terns of the year in order to
facilitate business. This was painfully apparent during

the last Cctober termof his court when a heavy expense was
entail ed upon the county w thout any benefit, and the
county, as well as citizens individually suffered alike in
having to try cases again that woul d have been di sposed of
had t he Judge been present. The officers of the county,

wi t hout distinction, are public servants and should consult

t he best interests of the Commonweal th, before consulting

their own convenience.147



In may 1873, the Reno Crescent called for econony in the admnistration of

county governnent:
It is a well understood fact that the finances of Washoe
County are in anything but a satisfactory condition, and
the inpression is rapidly growing on the public nind that
under the present admnistration of our business affairs,
there is scarcely a hope of inprovenent. Contracts are
et not to the |Iowest but to the highest bidder and when
| et the Conmm ssioners appear to be working in the interest
of the swindling contractor, rather than of the county,
the discretion placed in their hands is not exercised with
judgnent for the benefit of the public but rather for the
benefit of personal friends, and to the advancenent of
private interests.

Qur county affairs call for the strictest econony and the
exerci se of the soundest judgnent in their managenent, and
we know of no better place to inaugurate a system of
econony than before the board of county conm ssioners. Let
t he nmenbers reduce their own pay to such wages as they woul d
charge an individual citizen for the sane service and then
ignoring pets and partisan friends, deal for the county as

they woul d for thenselves and there can be no difficulty in

once nore placing the county on a cash basi s. 148

The 1873 grand jury did approve of the condition of the county hospital, stating:
"W have exanined the County Hospital and found therein eight patients and who

are well fed and appear to be doing well. The roons and beds are neat and cl ean,

and every thing about the building is in good or der . " 149

The board of county conm ssioners declared M C Lake's toll road and bridge a

public highway and free bridge in 1873. Lake took issue with the county

50

comm ssioners by putting a gate on the bridge.1 Lake's action caused several

"vexatious broils" to arise and the Reno Crescent to conmment:




On Monday a teanster from Aurora on his return trip,

resolved that he would not pay toll, for crossing Lake's

bridge. He found the gate fastened, and the gate keeper

firmin his demand for silver. He expressed his determnation

to stay there all winter rather than to put up a cent,

accordi ngly he disnounted fromhis wheel er and seated hinsel f
contentedly upon the railing, and thus things continued for
about four hours, teans collected at each end of the bridge,

and a | arge anobunt of responsible swearing was done. Finally
some person whose team was del ayed swore out a warrant agai nst

M C. Lake; the obstinate teanster finding hinself not possessed
of the "gift of continuance" in as high a degree as he had first
supposed, paid his toll under protest, and passed on. The Justice
Court found it had no jurisdiction, and Lake was accordingly

di scharged, having the question of right to take toll no nearer
a solution than before. The stoppage afforded anmusenent for a

| arge nunber of idlers who were evidently glad of a good excuse

to sit in the sun, and were highly disgusted when they found that

there woul d be no one hurt.151

The ol d courthouse at Washoe City was denolished in April 1873, the brick being
shipped to Carson City to be used for building a powder nagazine. It was runored

that the county commi ssioners sold the structure for $250, but the Reno Crescent

could not prove the truth of the runor "as there is nothing in the records
of the Board to show that they have ever taken any action in the premises." The

newspaper added: "If it is true, it is an outrage on the County, very

appropriately consunmmated in secrecy."152

By | aw the board of county commi ssioners were charged with adm nistering the
affairs of the town of Reno. Concerning the condition of the town's sidewal ks,

the Reno Crescent conpl ai ned:




The sidewal ks on Virginia Street are in a state of dangerous decay. Sone of the
man-holes will not only hopel essly engul f a human bei ng beyond recovery, but can
accommodat e t hensel ves for the reception of steanboats, court-houses, etc. O her
| ess pretentious contrivances will break our |egs, sprain our ankles and wench
the heels fromour boots with a nost dutiful alacrity. The neglect is crininal

considering the injury that can be done, and the little trouble and expense that

woul d renove the danger.153

In 1873, the legislature granted a franchise to G W Huffaker,154 WIlliam
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Webst er, L. C Savage156 and others to construct and operate a narrow

gauge railroad between Reno and Susanville, California. Under certain conditions,
the county was enpowered to issue construction bonds totaling not to exceed
$100, 000, 157 but it would be several years before such a railroad becane an
actuality

The year 1874 wi tnessed the usual annual grand jury report, the w thdrawal of
federal lands for the Indian reservation at Pyram d Lake, conmencenent of

construction of a new state prison near Reno, conplaints about water conpany

158 59 north of

facilities in the towmn of Reno, and m ning excitenent at PoeviIIe,l
Reno.

The grand jury conpl ai ned about the deteriorating condition of the roof of the
t wo-year-ol d courthouse, found the county hospital to be "in a neat and entirely
satisfactory condition," but entertained serious doubts as to the propriety of
county officers traveling with free passes furnished by railroad conpanies. "As
there is no direct statute against the practice," said the grand jury, "the
reci pient of this equivocal favor may content hinself with the happy reflection
that he violates no | aw, but whether the duties of his office be mnisterial or
del i berative, and whether he be swerved fromduty or not, he cannot be free from

a sense of obligation to the conpany, nor can he escape at |east a suspicion of

corruption."160



President Grant issued an executive order in 1874 withdrawing "the tract of
country known and occupi ed as the Pyram d Lake I ndian Reservation * * * fromsale

or other disposition, and set apart for the Pah-Ute and other |ndians residing
161

thereon."” The reservation, including the | ake, total ed 475, 152 acres.

In 1873, the legislature authorized construction of a new state prison in
Washoe County to house 300 prisoners, and appropriated $100, 000 for the project.

On August 8, 1874, a prison site of 206 acres was selected about 2 1/2 niles east
of Reno near the Truckee River.% wrk comenced on August 29, 1874, the

enterprising S F Hoole (who had built the courthouse in Reno) being architect and
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superi ntendent of the work, and continued until Novenber 24, 1875, when

construction was suspended pending a |l egislative appropriation for the purpose of
continuing the work. By New Year's Day 1875, four niles of road connected the

site with downtown Reno, a railroad spur was in place and the walls had begun to

rise.164

In his 1875 nessage to the |egislature, Governor Luther R Bradley,
reconmendi ng pronpt action in hastening the new prison to conpletion, conmented:
"The site is considered healthy, safe and accessible. The inportance of the

speedy conpletion of the prison is self-evident. Every consideration of econony,
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saf ety and humanity denmands it ! Havi ng appointed a joint special commttee to

i nspect the work, the legislature grunbled about the cost of the site and the
foundation wall. The joint commttee estimated that a $100, 000 appropriation
woul d be sufficient to conplete the wall and cells sufficiently to enable the
prisoners to be renoved to assist in conpleting the prison, and in addition

reconmended that Hoole's services as superintending architect be dispensed
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Wi th. In the dying days of the legislature, according to the Nevada State
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Journal,1 t he $100, 000 appropriation for the new prison was stricken from

the general appropriation bill "in a spirit of neanness and



revenge." The work continued through 1875, but with | ess vigor, causing the

Carson Tri bune to observe:

The Nevada State Prison is the sickest thing we ever saw
Ch, what a nonstrous hunbug is that new State Prison!

* * * The | ocation of the ground is the nost bl eak and un-
pl easant in the State of Nevada and there is not a redeem
ing feature in the whole arrangenment. W will wager two

bits' worth of silver spoons that never a State Prison

goes up on that ground.168

The 1875 | egi sl ature did authorize the board of county comm ssioners to issue
$7,000 of bonds "for the purpose of erecting or buying suitable buildings for a

county hospital and establishing a poor farmfor the indigent sick and common
paupers of Washoe C‘ounty."169 The grand jury commented on the "very unsafe"

condition of the public bridge crossing the Truckee River in Reno, stating the
bri dge would not withstand the ravages of another wi nter, and reconmendi ng

that the comnm ssioners cause "a new doubl e-track" bridge to be erected before

t he com ng winter. "0

Early in 1875 the New York Conmpany began running a tunnel on the south side of
Peavi ne Mountain m dway between Reno and Verdi, and a small town named Brooklyn
was |l aid out. A boardi nghouse for the mners, a few shanties, and the shops and

stabl es of the conpany conposed all there ever was of the town of Brooklyn. The

settl ement was abandoned a year or two later. "t

The nost inmportant agricul tural product of Washoe County in 1876 was hay,
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35, 000 tons being produced conpared with 5,000 tons in 1860. The potato crop

was second in inportance.

The tinber industry was rapidly devouring 90,000 acres of tinberland to supply
the Constock mlls and mnes wth wood, |unber and tinber. The |argest portion of
t he tinber business was being done by the Pacific Wod, Lunber and Flunme Conpany

about 12 miles west by south from Reno. The conpany operated



two steamsawm lls with a conbined capacity of 100,000 board feet per 24-hour

day; and it was estimated that continued consunption at the rate existing in 1876

: : : 173
woul d clear the nmountains in five years.

M ni ng devel opnent in the county in 1876 resulted in the laying out of Pyramd
Cty, about 25 mles north of Sparks.174

The Reno Evening Gazette of July 24, 1876, announced that the enclosing wall of

the state prison was conpleted, and the Carson Tribune clainmed that the prison

wal I s stood "as nmonunments of |egislative and executive hunmbuggery with a slight

tint of political fraud interrn'ngled."175

The Reno Evening Gazette, beating the drum for Washoe County, suggested on

March 31, 1876, that "a university should be placed in a popular portion of the

state, where it nmight draw students fromits vicinity, and where its growmh would

be assured."176

The crowni ng achi evenent for the county conmm ssioners in 1876 was the
procurenment of a new county hospital and poor farm On Cctober 4, 1875, forty
acres on the south side of the river one mle east of Reno were purchased for
$1,000 to be used for a poor farm A contract for $5,253177 for construction of
a county hospital on the poor farmwas signed April 17, 1876, and the building
was finished by Cctober 10, 1876, when the Reno Eveni ng Gazette reported:

It had been our misfortune to go several tines into the old,
m serabl e hospital which stood near the corner of Second
and Virginia streets, but yesterday it was our pleasure

to step into the confortable quarters now provided for the

| ess fortunate ones of the county. The poor house, or
County Hospital, is a confortable building of 16 roons,

all hard finished, conveniently arranged and wel |l venti -
[ated. On the first floor is found the Doctor's office,

large ward, two family roons, two patient roons, dining



room Kkitchen, pantry, closet and wash room On the second
floor, a large ward and 6 roons for private patients and
those with contagi ous and infectious di seases. The roons

are supplied with a wash stand, iron bedstead and beddi ng.
Each bed has, first, a straw mattress, and on top of this

a Eureka mattress and pillow The coverings consist of
sheets, a pair of gray blankets and a conforter. There

are 15 bedroom sets such as the one we have descri bed.

* * * The food furnished is plain and substantial and plenty
of it. There are nine patients, eight nmen and one woman.

A new board of county conm ssioners was elected in 1876. The Reno Evening

Gazette, despite the previous board's acconplishnents, adnoni shed the new

comm ssioners: "* * * we should like to see the new Conmi ssi oners do sonet hi ng
besides audit bills. W may be mistaken with regard to the powers of this body,
but it seens to us that the law certainly intended themto be of use to the

people."178 And so on to 1877.

By the tine of the convention of the 1877 |egislature, $90,000 had been

expended on the unfinished state prison. The Carson Tribune, claimng there was

no nore reason for renoving the prison to Reno than to the Sandw ch I sl ands,

claimed "it was an iniquitous scheme gotten up * * * for the purpose of

manuf act uri ng Denocratic votes, and is a nost |lanmentable failure in every

respect." And the |egislature abandoned the project.179

The comm ssioners were authorized by the 1877 legislature to issue: (1) $5,000
of bonds for the purpose of securing the right-of-way and |aying out a public

hi ghway i n Washoe Val | ey conmenci ng near Franktown and running across the valley

in an easterly direction to connect with the Qphir toll road,180 and (2) $16, 000

of bonds for the purpose of constructing a bridge across the Truckee River in
Reno at the intersection of Virginia Street with the river. The bridge was to be

of sufficient width for two wagons to pass each other on the carriage way,



wi th sidewal ks on each side, separated fromthe carriage way by a substanti al

railing.181 The bonds were issued, and on April 5, 1877, a $15,700 contract was

awarded for the construction of an iron arch bridge.182
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The bridge, "a beautiful structure,” was conpl eted, accepted and opened for

travel on August 7, 1877, having been tested on August 1 as described in the Reno
Eveni ng Gazette:

About 11 o' clock today nearly one-half of the male popu-
| ation of Reno turned out to see CGeorge Elder's 16-nule
team cross the new bridge. Three | arge wagons were
heavily | oaded with barley and the whole driven by 16
fine nules. * * * The total weight of the team wagons
and barley anounted to 72,000 pounds. The iron giant

only smled at the infant weight which passed over his

rugged breast . 184

By June 1877, the total debt of Washoe County was $16, 000, 185 and the grand
jurors in Cctober found it to be their duty "to again urge the County
Conmi ssioners to renew efforts to the end that expenses of the county be kept

wi thin bounds of its resources, so that the fair fame [which] our county has

enjoyed for the |ast three years may be mai nt ai ned. " *® The Reno Eveni ng Gazette

compl ai ned of "lavish expenditure of the county funds," asserting "no one

department is adm nistered nore efficiently, and many | ess so. " 187

The new board of county conm ssioners had signified its intention of clearing

the streets and alleys of Reno, which caused the Reno Evening Gazette to renark

"A good, honest attenpt at cleaning the streets is commendabl e anyway, and our

people waited in vain for such an effort on the part of the | ast Boar d. " 188

For a long tinme Reno had been infested with a nob of vagrants, cutthroats and
t hi eves, who had inaugurated a reign of terror. Robbery and intimdation were a

ni ghtly occurrence. People were



afraid to venture beyond their doors after dark w thout being arnmed. The sheriff
was either indolent or incapable of providing protection, which | ed the editor of

the Nevada State Journal to advocate the creation of a vigilance or "601"
189

commttee to rid the town of all suspicious characters.

The year 1878 witnessed a revival of the effort to incorporate Reno, and,

asserting that Reno "shoul d have a governnent of its own," the Nevada State

Journal pointed out that "the sidewal ks are allowed to go to decay because there
is no officer to conpel their repair," "cattle roam about the streets at wll,

eating up the budding trees,"” and "defective stovepi pes and fl ues endanger the

property of the neighborhood."190
The only infliction of the death penalty in the history of Washoe County

occurred when J. W Rover was hanged on the gallows erected in the jailyard of
the county jail in Reno on February 19, 1878. Hs crinme was the nmurder of I. N
Sharp in Hunmbol dt County, change of venue and several trials resulting in Washoe

County officers' having the duty to dispatch Rover. A crowd of 200 spectators

W t nessed the execution.191

When the legislature net once nore in 1879, it authorized the board of county

comm ssioners to issue $4,000 of bonds for the construction of a bridge across
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the Truckee Ri ver at Wadsworth. Nearly 10 years after the matter was first

di scussed, Reno becane an incorporated town on April 8, 1879, inposing the duties

on the county conmi ssioners as a town board of |evying taxes, enacting ordi nances

1

and regulating the fire and police departnents. 9 Town i ncorporation was hail ed

by the Reno Eveni ng Gazette, which observed that "the necessary ordi nances will

be passed * * * and the foolish and reckless will no | onger be allowed to
endanger the lives and property of their neighbors at will. * * * The owners of
hogs and cattle will not be permtted to let themforage in the streets. * * *

The streets are to be graded, and sanitary neasures taken. The effect of all

t hese



regulations will be to nake the town healthier, cleaner, nore peaceable, and
safer fromfire. "% The newspaper concl uded that incorporation "will have the

good effect of stopping the vile practice of opium snoking" on the principal

streets of the town and advocated the banishment or isolation of practicing

prostitutes.195

The year 1879 was the genesis of the present county library system The Wnen's
Tenperance Union and the Reno Reform Club, nutually interested in tenperance
and noral reform called the attention of the public to the fact "that Reno

shoul d have a public library and readi ng room such as would i nduce the youth of

the town to spend their |eisure hours away fromthe haunts of tenptation."196

The Reno Evening Gazette joined the cause, comenting that "a public library of

some sort is badly needed in Reno, even if it is only a circulating one. There is
a dearth of standard books in Reno. Good books are conducive to good noral s,
i nasmuch as they occupy spare tinme that would be spent in sal oons and ot her

qguestionabl e places. A public library would in many ways counteract the vicious
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i nfl uences that surround young nen here." But the library question was put

on the back burner until a |ater date.

Despite the optim sm expressed by the Reno Evening Gazette that the town
i ncorporation would result in making the town "safer fromfire," Reno suffered a
devastating fire on March 2, 1879. Fifty acres of buildings and i nprovenents in

t he business district north of Second Street were destroyed, fifty fanilies were
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made honel ess, and the | oss was estinmated at $800, 000. The | egislature, then in

sessi on, appropriated $10,000 for the imediate relief of those rendered
destitute by the fire, placing the noney in the hands of the governor to be

di stributed by himin such anounts and manner as the i medi ate necessities

9

required.19 Reno sprang back after the fire, causing one observer to wite:



| observed that Reno since the fire of last spring has been
rebuilt in a style far superior to its forner self. Sub-
stantial buildings, nostly of brick, now cover the burnt
district, while the nunber of sal oons has been increased,

and the whisky watered, to neet the demands of an increas-

i ng trade. 2%°

The year 1879 ended as it began -- very dully. The season was
di scouragi ngly backward, and the spring and first part of sumer were so cold
that only a light crop of alfalfa was raised. This made the farnmers in the county
about as hard up as the people in Reno, who were suffering fromthe effects of

the big fire. This universal stagnation added not a little to the stringency of

the ti nes.201

The 1880's

Washoe County entered the 1880's with a total popul ation of 5,664; Reno
residents totaled 1,302, and the unincorporated area contai ned 4, 362 people. The
new decade saw the arrival of the first bicycle in Reno on February 10, 1880, and

t he Reno Evening Gazette extolled the virtues of the vehicle:

A bicycle cane by express to C. T. Bender this norning.
These vehicles are coming largely into use. There are

t housands of themridden in England and they are rapidly
growing in favor in this country. On a good road, a
practiced bicyclist can distance a fast trotter in harness.
The bicycle rider can travel thirty or forty mles in a
day with conparative ease. There is a great difference

bet ween the bicycle and the vel oci pede. The bicycle has

a very large driving wheel about five feet in dianeter,

and the dianmeter of the hind wheel is only about a foot and
a half. The bicycle rider sits alnobst directly over the

centre of the forward wheel, and propels the machi ne by



shifting his weight fromone to the other of the two treadles,
alternately. On the vel ocipede the rider sits

bet ween t he wheel s, and propul sion is acconplished by a
pushi ng notion. The vel oci pede has gone out of use,

except as a plaything for children, but the bicycle

appears to be destined to remain in favor, as it is a

machi ne of great practical utility, a | abor saver . 202

By 1881, Reno had three public schools (one of which was "a fine edifice"
according to the Reno Evening Gazette), five churches, two banks, 12 hotels, 22

stores, two daily newspapers, one theater, one flouring mll, one foundry and
machi ne shop, one planing mll, three lunber yards, three livery stables, two
wagon manufactories, one tannery, one cabi net shop, five neat markets, one gas

wor ks, besides several snall stores, shops and "sal oons too nunerous to
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mention." But the town had no nunicipal dunp, which led the editor of the

Plaindealer204 to comment :

W have been intending for some tinme to call the attention
of the people to the fact that there is only one place in
town to throw their rubbish, such as decayed appl es and
veget abl es, the sweepings of the streets and alleys, old

scraps of bread and neat and the like, and that place is

directly in front of the Pavilion, on Front Street. 29

It makes the street | ook as cheerful, and the arona arising
therefrom is so delightful and refreshing that one can

but enjoy a walk in beautiful surroundings. Fromthe

anmount of rubbish already there we presune that nost people
know where to deposit their filth, but lest any m ght be

in ignorance and carry any part of it beyond the town

limts we insert this notice.206

The Reno press continued its attacks on the board of county comn ssioners, the

Reno Evening Gazette being critical of the board's rejection of a $10 claimby a

| ocal firm of undertakers



for burying an Indian who had been killed by the railroad,207

and the Pl ai ndeal er, upset by the comm ssioners' action in reducing railroad

valuations, calling in direct and harsh | anguage for the resignation of the
boar d:
We woul d respectfully call your attention to the fact
that you have robbed the people of this county during
the past year out of $1,500 This does not include the
$6, 500 that the people will have to pay on account of
your having unjustly reduced the railroad val uations
Now, gentlemen, if you are to continue in your nmad course
for the next year, regardl ess of |aw and decency, we ask
you to be patriotic enough to resign the honorable offices
you are degrading, and allow nmen to be appointed who wil|
have respect enough for thenselves not to rob the people
as you have done I ndividually we protest against your

t aki ng another dollar unjustly out of our pocket and

giving it to your friends or fol | overs. 208
The Washoe | egislative delegation in 1881 was successful in having a | aw enact ed
appropriating $80,000 to erect and furnish a state insane asylum near Reno. 2%° The

Eur eka Leader expl ai ned:

Reno has been denented on the proposition of having some
state institution |ocated near that thriving burg for a
long time. * * * Since 1873 no Legi sl ature has been

found to appropriate a dollar for the conpletion of the
prison. O late years Reno has sort of switched off on

the prison proposition (though it makes spasnodic efforts
in that direction -- just enough to alarmand infuriate
Carson), and the energi es of the Washoe del egati on have for
t he past two sessions been concentrated in securing an

appropriation for the erection of a state insane asylum

on the prison grounds near Reno. 219

By Decenber 10, 1881, the state insane asylumcould be plainly seen from al

parts of the valley. The Reno Eveni ng Gazette described the buil ding:




It stands two stories of fine brick walls with a handsonely
striped mansard roof and a stone basenment. It is 150

feet north and south and 230 feet east and west, [it has]
48 water closets with pipes to the sewers. Each floor is
divided into 4 wards. A big iron sign, weighing 500

pounds, occupies the front facade. It will be painted

bl ack, with the letters and border gilded. It bears the

letters "Nevada I nsane Asylum"™ in an arch, with "1881"

beneath.211

The Sierra Nevada Wod and Lunber Conpany expanded its | oggi ng and wood
business in 1881 at Crystal Bay at the north end of Lake Tahoe. The first rails

for the conpany's railroad arrived at Crystal Bay in the spring of 1881, and

eventual ly the line was extended into the woods north of Crystal Bay.212

The editor of the Plaindeal er continued in 1882 (and prom sed to continue) his

attacks on the county conmi ssioners:
Whenever the Conmissioners make up their nminds to foll ow
the I aw and conduct the affairs of the people with as nuch
care and concern as they do their own business, there are
none who will nore willingly do them honor than oursel ves.
Could they at this time plead ignorance as an excuse for
their course in wongdoi ng none would be nore lenient in
their strictures, but when in face of |law of right and
justice they adninister the affairs of this county to the
detrinment of its inhabitants, so long nmay they expect to
be told of it, whatever may be the consequences. Person-
ally we wish every one of themwell, and when they |earn
that they are the servants of the people and are
paid and sworn to performa sacred trust, and in accordance with

their oath and know edge, then, and not till then, wll

t he Pl ai ndeal er cease to assai l them213




The state insane asylum buil ding was conpleted in 1882;214 and on July 1, 1882,

I ong before the train, transporting 117 nmale patients and 31 "unusually quiet and
subdued” fenmale patients fromCalifornia, arrived in Reno, the curious of Reno

turned out and "strings of vehicles, nmen on horseback and pedestri ans wended

their way towards the asylunt to viewthe arrival .2t

Reno's streets and alleys continued to be receptacles for garbage and rubbi sh
in 1882,216 and the menbers of the Wnen's Tenperance Uni on were di scouraged by

the lack of interest in their recently established reading room They were
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willing to turn the library over to the town, but no i nmedi ate taker appeared.

On the northeast shore of Lake Tahoe in Washoe County, Incline (now Incline
Village) was established as a "conmpany town" in 1882 by the Sierra Wod and
Lunber Conpany. The town received its name fromthe steeply inclined railway of

1,600 feet up which the |Iunber was haul ed by a continuous car affair, based on a

hydraulic plan, to a flume, where it was fluned to Lakevi ew. 218

Limted legislation enacted by the 1883 | egi sl ature affecti ng Washoe County
i ncl uded aut horization of the board of county comm ssioners to issue $3, 000 of

bonds for the purpose of constructing a bridge across the Truckee R ver near
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Verdi (the bridge was to "be of sufficient width for wagons to pass"), and

consol i dati on of Washoe and Roop Counties. The final absorption of Roop County in

1883 established the unique el ongated area of Washoe County, now reaching

north to the Oregon boundary.220

Security in the county jail appeared to be | ax when on January 29, 1883,

"Sacramento Bill" crawmed in through a jail window, stole the jailer's trousers
containing $5, as well as his revolver and the keys to the jail, undid the
221

fastenings of the jail door and wal ked away unnol est ed. A Nevada State

Journal reporter, perhaps envious because of his limted diet at hone, reporting

on the condition of the county hospital in My 1883,



observed that the four patients had "the best of food, and there is not a private
famly in Reno that is blessed with purer mlk, nore delicious butter, whiter

bread, juicier roasts, fresher eggs or plunper chickens, as well as every known

veget abl e, than these sane paupers."222

The 1884 grand jury criticized the liberality of the county conmi ssioners in
approvi ng clains agai nst the county, county purchasing practices, admnistration
of the road fund and jail conditions:

Havi ng with considerable tinme and care exam ned the many
clainms allowed by the board of county comm ssioners for
the last year [1883], we are prepared to report that, in
our opinion, the admnistration of affairs intrusted to

t heir hands has not been such as the taxpayers of the county
can approve. * * * we wish to say that it would appear
that these officers do not conprehend as fully as they
shoul d the positions they occupy. A careful exam nation
of the bills for supplies to sone of the indigents wll

di scl ose the fact that the kindness of our County Conmm s-
sioners has been abused as it is not often that the truly
needy require such things in their bill of fare as "bird
seed, tobacco, brandy and whisky."

W find that the systemin vogue for the purchase of
supplies is about as bad as it could be. By actual count
there were, during the |last year, seventeen persons who
exercised the right or privilege of purchasing supplies for
t he county.

Qur attention is also called to the managenent, or rather
m smanagenent, of the General Road Fund during the past
year. In fact there seens to have been a | ooseness in this
matter, al nost beyond belief. * * * the Conm ssioners
are guilty of gross negligence and disregard of the | aw

fixing and defining the duties of their office.



W find the jail roomin very bad condition The water

closet is very unclean and should be connected by a sewer

running to the river. 2%

In April 1884 the Nevada State Journal also criticized county jail conditions:

Qur jail is altogether too small for Washoe County. Reno
lies in such a position as to receive crimnals of every
shade and di sreputabl e and undesirabl e persons of all

cl asses fromevery direction. The place is filled with
these vultures nearly all the tinme. Qur jail should be

at | east double its present capacity, and provisions

made to keep the real crimnals fromthe sinple vagrants,
drunks, etc. Qur county fathers should provide additional
accommodations at the jail, or cause to be erected a city

jail of sufficient capacity and confortabl e enough to sup-

ply the denmands of the t own, 224

The 1885 | egi sl ature, subject to several conditions, relocated the state
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university, directing its renoval fromEl ko to Reno, > and the 1885 county

grand jury found, anong other things, that:
* * * the county has paid during the past year for gas
to light the Court roomand county offices, the sum of
$206. 25. This we consider an exorbitant sum as upon
inquiry we find that the court has been held but few
eveni ngs during the year, that during the nonth of De-
cenber, when no evening session was held, the bill anounted
to $34.25. W woul d respectfully recommend to the Board
of Conmmi ssioners that unless a very great reduction in the
above charges can be had, that the various offices and
courtroom be supplied with coal oil |anps, and the supply
of gas shut off.

For a change, however, the grand jury conplinmented the county's officers:



* * * after a careful examnation into the acts and doi ngs
of our various county officers, we find that there are so
many ways through which the county could be defrauded (the
county officers so desiring), that the only real safety for
t he peopl e and taxpayers, is in the election of honest nen
to fill public trusts, and we are pleased to say that in the
judgnment of the Grand Jury, Washoe County has succeeded

in acconplishing that very difficult and nost desirable

object.226

The big news in Washoe County in the year 1886 was the construction and openi ng
of the state university |located "on a very picturesque site |less than one mle

north of the railroad depot at Reno." The new three-story brick building provided
rooms in the basenent for the janitor, stores, assay furnaces, quartz crushers
and wor kshops. The first floor housed the principal's office, a reception room
the regents' room library and nuseum assayer's office and room |avatory and
gymmasium A large lecture hall and two classroons were | ocated on the second
floor and the third floor was devoted to two | arge apartnents, a general

assenbly roomand an arnory. Tuition was free to the first class of 39 students.

The faculty was conposed of two instructors. %2’ And the Reno Eveni ng Gazette

bragged that in its second year of operation at Reno the university would rise

above the dignity of a high school . 2?8

The board of county conm ssioners were authorized by the 1887 legislature to
i ssue $10, 000 of bonds for the construction of two bridges across the Truckee

River, one at Mayberry's Ranch and the other below the Virginia and Truckee

Rai |l road bridge in Reno. 2%°

Viewing with al armthe enornous expense to the county taxpayers resulting from
t he prom scuous use of intoxicating liquors (and not alone in the interest of

econony, but in the interest of good norals), the 1887 grand jury favored a high



license fee and recommended to the county conmi ssioners the enactnent of an
ordi nance for the town of Reno which would require the paynment of $300 per
guarter in advance fromall persons engaged or who desired to engage in the sale
of any spirituous or malt or vinous liquors. The grand jury al so recomended the
passage of an ordinance requiring all houses of ill fame to be renoved to sone
certain and isolated section of Reno. Further, the grand jury observed that an
exam nation of the county assessor's books reveal ed that the Virginia and Truckee
Rai | road was an especially favored creature in the matter of assessnent of
property. And the water at the county hospital was bad, a well in that
institution's wood shed affording the only supply for drinking and cooking
purposes. To top off its report, the 1887 grand jury, with respect to the county
jail, observed and reconmended:

The practice of cleaning the jail once a week is inadequate

to keep it healthy and [we] recommend that it be cl eaned

twice a meek.230

Charging that the county conmi ssioners were guilty of gross negligence in
approvi ng unnecessary bills against the county, the 1888 grand jury found that
the conmm ssioners had drawn their salaries one nonth in advance during the year,
criticized the |location of a county pesthouse northwest of Reno as exposing to
cont agi ous di seases the public schools and people in general, and recomended

that action be taken for the erection of a new county jail as the jail was

entirely too small for "present emergencies."231

The question of a public library still engaged the interest of sonme, the

Wnen's Christian Tenperance Union agreeing in Decenber 1888 to transfer its

library of 300 volunes to the Public Library Associ ati on. 232

In 1888 Reno contai ned 900 children of school age, but only 500 pupils actually

attended. The Nevada State Journal boasted of Reno's students:




Nowher e does the sun shine on brighter-eyed, nore intelli-

gent, capable, or better behaved children than are to be

found in Reno.233

The 1889 | egislature authorized the board of county comm ssioners to issue
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$20, 000 of county bonds to construct sewers in the town of Reno and
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granted a 25-year street railway franchise to Fielding Lenmon and others to

| ay down and maintain an iron railroad track within the town of Reno and to run
cars thereon at all convenient hours of every day and night. A right of way was
not granted across the "iron bridge crossing the Truckee River" on Virginia

Street. The cars were to be noved by horses or nmules, "and not otherw se," and at

a speed not exceeding eight mles per hour . 238

Grand jurors of 1889 produced the following startling statenent in their report:

We find that the Conmi ssioners have i mense powers with no

responsibility to any one except on el ection day.237

The 1890's

The popul ati on of Washoe County in 1890 was 6,437. Reno citizens nunbered 3, 563,
whil e the unincorporated area totaled 2,874 residents. Surrendering at last to a

| ack of use of the public library, its trustees on March 24, 1890, closed its
doors. 2°® The 1891 | egislature (1) authorized the board of county conmi ssioners to
i ssue $5,000 of county bonds for the purposes of purchasing a full block of Iand
in Reno and lots in front of the courthouse and for inprovenents of the real

239 (2) authorized $5, 000 of
24

estate so purchased for the use as a public park

county bonds for the construction of sewers in Reno, ° and (3) granted a

41

street-railroad franchise for 25 years to F. G Newlands,2 M D. Foley242 and

others. Wrk was to comrence before May 1, 1893,243 and the terns of the



franchise were simlar to the franchise granted to Fielding Lenmon in 1889244

except that the cars were to be noved by horses, nmules or electric power at a

speed not exceeding eight mles per hour . 2%°

The 1891 grand jury report clainmed that "there is entirely too much negl ect and
failure to understand and faithfully carry out the provisions of the | aws
governing the financial affairs of the county.” The grand jury charged two of the
county commi ssioners with conspiring together to evade conpetitive bidding for
construction of a bridge and that a cost in excess of $130,000 resulted from
such evasion and favoritism Al so, noney had been drawn fromthe county treasury
by the sanme two comri ssioners to rei nburse thensel ves for noney paid out in the
transportati on of various and sundry persons on the pretext of affording relief
to indigents. Admtting that the county jail was "not exactly first class,"” the
grand jury recommended agai nst expending a sufficient sumto build a new one
because of the financial condition of the county. And in the interest of econony
the grand jury recomended that the practice of working prisoners on public works

be discontinued and that the expenses of feeding county prisoners be reduced to

30 cents per day and supplies of tobacco and cl ot hing be cut of f . 24°

The grand jury in a report filed in February 1892 found that for the year 1891
the cost of mmintaining the indigent sick and poor at the county hospital
i ncl udi ng mai nt enance, physicians and repairs, was an exorbitant 72 cents per day
for each patient. The comm ssioners were chastised for expending | arge suns of
noney yearly on county roads, the expenses bringing but a small return to the
t axpayers. The road running through the m ddl e of Spanish Spring Valley was
not hi ng but a "slough hole,” making it inpossible for teans to pass on that
route. And although there was a nore general observance of the 12 o' clock closing

| aw anong sal oonkeepers, the |law prohibiting the sale of



cigarettes to minors was not generally conplied with. The jury conmented:
Qur |l ocal dealers, it appears, let their greed for gain
overcone their respect for law and the boy of tender

years has no trouble in supplying hinself with the health-

destroyi ng narcotic. 24’

The grand jury finally recogni zed the health hazards posed by dunping the town
sewage into the Truckee River:
The sewer outlets at the river should be changed, as
sewer age should not be dunped within the town limts.
The north bank of the river in the inmediate vicinity
of the iron bridge [the center of town] above and bel ow
is lined with a mass of foul sewerage matter, which if not
renoved before the approach of hot weather, will prove a
prolific source for deadly di sease. W do not believe that
Reno has a right legally to use the Truckee River for a

dumpi ng ground for her sewers, and sone other outlet

shoul d be secured as soon as possible.248

Despite the known unhealthy condition of the Truckee River caused by the
dumpi ng of Reno's sewage, young nales continued their swinmmng activities, and
the chief of police had to publish the follow ng notice interdicting river
bat hi ng, al though no reference was nmade to the sewage probl em

Conpl ai nts having been frequently nade to ne that young
nmen and boys are in the habit of bathing in the river
above the flour mll dam in plain view of many fanmly
residences and indulging in all kinds of vulgar |anguage
and conduct and in the indiscrimnate use of firearns, |
hereby give notice that the practice nust be stopped

forthwith or the offenders will be arrested and puni shed

as the Iawdirects.249



Recogni zi ng the poor condition of the county's roads, the 1893
| egi slature all owed the county conmm ssioners to issue $15,000 of county bonds for

t he purposes of paying the outstanding i ndebtedness of the general road fund and

to inprove county r oads. 2°° Acquisition of additional real estate in front of
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t he courthouse for public park purposes was authorized, and after January 1893

each of the county comm ssioners was to receive an annual salary of $400. Because
of his extra duties, the chairman of the board was to receive an additional $200

per annum "for | ooking after the business of the county hospital, and the fire

departnment and the sewerage system of the town of Reno. " 2°2

The extra conpensation provided the chairnan seens to have gone to his head.

Critical of the board, and the chairman in particular, the Reno Eveni ng Gazette

conment ed:
The chai rman of the board of county conmmi ssioners seens
to think he is the whol e board, body and breeches, judging
fromhis insulting manner when gentlenmen go before the
body for the transaction of business. The Gazette has
much data that tends to prove the utter inconpetence of
the majority of the board of county commi ssioners as now

constituted, so far as the nanagenent of county busi ness

is concerned.253

The 1894 grand jury found Reno's water systemto be inadequate, the reservoir
full of weeds and otherw se in an unclean condition. The water was declared to be
"absolutely unfit to drink." The jurors also found the county jail to be
i nadequate in size and unsafe in construction for jail purposes. In short, it was
a disgrace to Washoe County, the woodwork being so thoroughly infested with
noxious vermn and filth that it endangered the health and well-being of all who

came in contact with it. The jury recommended i medi ate and conpl ete renova-

ti on.254



Apparently, the meals served the prisoners at the county jail were not up to
the prisoners' standards in 1894. The inmates kicked the bottom out of the coffee
pot on one occasion, "busted" the dishes, and left the follow ng note:

This is only a sanple of your cans. W want sugar in our
tea and coffee, mlk, and grub that is fit to eat. W
want enough to eat. W want you to understand this or

we will break every can you send in here.

Pri soners

P.S. Send pie someti mes. 2°°

The finances of the county in 1895 denanded econony. The comm ssioners answered
by dispensing with the services of a janitor at the courthouse, and in

consequence of this new departure the several county officers had to do their own
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sweepi ng, dusting and spittoon cleaning.2 On March 9, 1895, the Reno Evening

Gazette reported on the condition of the county poor farm Bedbugs appeared on

t he upper floor and vermin was found in the beds. The bat hroom was a di sgrace.
The greatest conplaint anong sone of the patients was that they were not
furnished a variety of food. Two neals -- breakfast and dinner -- were furni shed
daily. The breakfast bill of fare consisted of rolled oats with mlk and sugar,

tea or coffee, a dish of nmeat, onions and potatoes, bread and butter, syrup, cake

and appl esauce. The sane thing was warnmed over for dinner, served at 3 p.m257

A library was opened under the auspices of the Reno Twentieth Century Cub in
November 1895.2°% And by action of the 1895 | egislature the people of the town

of Reno were to vote at the Novenber 1896 el ection as to whether or not Reno
shoul d be incorporated and acquire and operate a nunicipal waterworks and a

muni ci pal light plant. The result of the vote was to be considered as advisory

only and not as having any |egal or binding ef fect . 29



In 1896 the county grand jury exam ned the county hospital and found that the
food furnished the inmates "is not what it should be." The jurors, being informed

that the county conmi ssioners had been in the habit of |oaning for private use
tools belonging to the county, recomended that the practice be di scont i nued. 2%°
Reno was incorporated as a city in April 1897 by the enactnment of a specia

| egi slative charter.?®! The Nevada State Journal approved of the city council as

a body of "practical nmen, all being property owners and in business" and stated
that "their know edge of the needs of the community in the way of public

i mprovenents fits themespecially for the responsible position for which they

have been chosen."262

However, the nunicipal road proved to be rocky. Contesting groups enmerged in
Reno for or against continued incorporation, all of which led to the repeal of

the special charter by the 1899 Nevada | egislature and the reinstitution of the
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town of Reno. When t he disincorporation bill was delivered to the governor,

Rei nhol d Sadl er, he signed it, had a change of heart before he delivered the
signed bill to the secretary of state, took some scissors and cut off his
signature, then later retrieved his signature, stuck it on the bill and delivered
the act to the secretary of state. This gubernatorial finagling eventually caused
the secretary of state to seek the opinion of the attorney general as to whether
the patchwork bill was law. The attorney general opined that the act becane a

| aw as soon as the governor approved and signed it and that it remained such
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not wi t hst andi ng t he subsequent renoval by the governor of his nane. But

matters refused to rest there, and in the sane year a quo warranto proceedi ng

was instituted in the suprenme court to determ ne whether the board of county

comm ssioners was |awfully governing the unincorporated town of



Reno. The court held that Reno had reverted to an uni ncor porated t own. 26°

M ning activity in Washoe County in the 1890's led in 1896 to the discovery of
the Reno Star M ne by George H Wedekind, a Reno piano tuner. The mne (later
cal |l ed Wedekind), located two mles north of Sparks, produced rich ore in 1898. A

large nmill and several other buildings were constructed at Wdeki nd, which had

its own post office from 1902 to 1905, 266

The 1900's

At the opening of the 20th century, the popul ati on of Washoe County consi sted of
9,141--4,500 in Reno and 4,641 in the remai nder of the county. The 1900 grand
jury fixed the popul ation of Reno at about 6,000, and clainmed the United States
Post O fice, cranped and crowded into a room 18 feet by 50 feet, to be entirely
i nadequate for Reno's needs. The jury declared that "Reno needs a United States
public building and needs it badly." Neither did the condition of county
bui I di ngs go unnoticed, and the cleaning of the courthouse hall was recommended

and "at |east the cobwebs swept fromtheir hangings to the end that the county's

mai n buil ding presents a neater appearance than it does today."267

The Nevada State Journal, m ndful of the apparent need for a public library,

coment ed:
At different tines in years past, efforts have been made
to establish and maintain a public library by private
subscription, but in every case such efforts have been
short lived. A public library of the character that

shoul d be possessed by this community cannot be success-

fully mai ntai ned except by public ai d. 268

In 1901 the board of county conmissioners finally invited bids for the

construction of a newjail -- a project |ong sought by



grand juries and the | ocal press. The new brick jail was to be built on a I ot

adj oi ning the county building and facing Court Street, was to accommodate a

maxi mum of 70 prisoners in 15 steel cells and have wards for wonen and boys.269

By 1901, Reno's "iron bridge," constructed in 1877, was declared by the Reno
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Eveni ng Gazette to be "unsafe for a single day, whil e the Nevada State

Journal criticized the county poorhouse as "an unsanitary building -- a disgrace

to this opul ent and generous county," and urged each good citizen "to see for
hi nsel f the shack into which the county stuffs the aged and the i11."2"" The grand

jury filed its report in February 1901, finding the condition of the county roads
in the south end of the county to "be bad and in urgent need of repairs." The

jurors recommended that the county hospital and the courthouse be |ighted by

electricity in place of coal oi | . 2"?

Respondi ng to sonme of the needs of the town of Reno, the 1901 | egislature
passed | egislation authorizing the board of county conm ssioners to i ssue $15, 000
of county bonds the proceeds of which were to be expended for the use and benefit
of the Reno Fire Departnment in purchasing a fire engine house, a fire alarm

system a fire hose wagon and horses and "ot her necessary be |ongi ngs and
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equipmant",2 and the Renoites got another shot at incorporating the town by the

enact nent of an enabling act which becane effective only after an el ection

demonstrated that a majority of votes had been cast in favor of incorporation.274

At an election held April 30, 1901, the voters rejected incorporation by a vote
of 324 to 137. As the Reno Evening Gazette put it: "About one-third of the voting

popul ati on got out and expressed thenselves while the other two-thirds remai ned

at hone and worked in the garden."275 According to the grand jury in 1901, pinps

and del i nquents apparently were in good supply in Reno:



There are many males in the town of Reno living off the
earnings of fallen wonmen. * * * Many boys are in the

habit of discharging rifles in Reno town linits at pigeons
and other birds to the great danger to life and Iinb of

the residents of Reno, [and] are in the habit of gathering
around the Southern Pacific depot at night at about the tine
of the arrival of the various trains, and conducting them
selves in such a manner that it makes it unpl easant and

di sagreeabl e for people having business in and around the

depot.276
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On Novenber 14, 1901, F. H. Norcross, then a practicing | awyer in Reno,
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wr ot e AndreWC‘arnegie2 seeking a public library construction grant for Reno

Carnegie replied that 150 applications for grants were ahead of Reno's request.
O her correspondence between Norcross and Carnegie during early 1902 resulted in
Carnegi e's making an offer on March 14, 1902, that if Reno would pledge itself to

support a free public library at a cost of not |ess than $1,500 a year and

provide a suitable site, Carnegie would grant $15,000 for library construction. 2®

In June 1902 a lot on the south side of the river near the iron bridge (now the

site of the downtown post office) was selected as the library site. 280

The 1902 grand jury praised the new county Jail, but was severe in its
condemation of the office of the county assessor:
The conduct of this office is very unsatisfactory for
several reasons:
1. It has no books or records of its transactions.
Wien cal |l ed upon by your exam ners and asked for the
records of the office showi ng the business for 1901, the
answer was: "we keep no books." When asked for an account
of the poll taxes collected |ast year, the answer was:
"Co to the Auditor."” When asked for an account of the

noney realized, the answer was: "Go to the Treasurer."



2. Wen asked the amount of the assessnent roll for
1901, the answer was: "Don't know, here is the list, you
can figure it up."

It is evident froman exam nation of the tax |ist
that the matter of assessing was perforned in a perfunctory

manner and not in accord with the letter or spirit of

t he statute.281

"An Act to incorporate the Town of Reno and to establish a city government
therefor” was passed by the 1903 |l egislature to beconme effective on March 16,

1903. %82 The board of county comni ssioners was directed to issue a proclamation

on or before April 7, 1903, establishing the date of an el ection 30 days

thereafter for the election of a mayor, five councilnen, a city clerk and a city

83

attorney,2 was required to apportion the county road fund to the Cty of Reno

upon adoption of a resolution by the city council, and was ordered to deliver the

town property to the nevvcity.284

Also in 1903 the legislature enacted laws relating to the site selected for the
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free public library building in Reno and aut horizing the board of county

commi ssioners to issue $50,000 of county bonds to take up the outstanding county

i ndebt edness, to pay for the construction of a new county hospital and repairs

and i nprovenents to the cour t house. 28°

on Septenber 21, 1903, the cornerstone of the free public library was laid by
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Nevada. Headed by the Reno
Wheel men' s band, escorted by Knights Tenplar in full regalia, the Grand Lodge

of ficers and over 200 Masons narched fromthe Masonic Tenple to the site where

t he cerenpni es were held.287

The courthouse was refurbished, the works being conpleted in Decenber 1903.

The interior was renovated, the ceiling of the district courtroomfrescoed "in a

nost artistic manner,'
288

and a "nassive piece of oak" installed for the judge's

bench.



Post offices were established in 1903 at Harriman (later renanmed Sparks on My
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27, 1904) three mles east of Reno, and at dinghouse four mles west of
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Wadswort h. Planning to nove its shops from Wadsworth, the Southern Pacific

Rai | road began leveling land in the Harriman area in May 1903, and the town
sprang into being. The post office was instituted on Septenber 15, 1903; the

first store opened in Cctober 1903; and 1,000 shade trees were planted a few

nmont hs Iater.291

292 293

d i nghouse, first named Mcd anesburg, had a post office from Cctober 1

1903, to July 31, 1923. A small mlIl for ore processing was erected in 1903. In
1904 one long main street ran along the bed of a canyon surrounded by "a

n

scattered collection of business establishnments and small houses. "™ But nining

activity was reduced in 1913, and d i nghouse Townshi p was abolished by the

| egislature, the area being attached to Wadsworth Township.294

In 1904 Reno's free public library and the new county hospital were placed in

use. The Reno Eveni ng Gazette announced that the library, an artistic structure,

the gift of philanthropic steel maker Andrew Carnegi e, would be dedi cated on June
4, 1904, and "regularly opened for the pleasure and profit of all the citizens of

this conmunity, the rich and the poor alike." Wien it opened, the library

cont ai ned about 1, 700 vol unmes of standard works as well as a noderate supply of
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nodern fiction. By Cctober 1904, nearly 1,500 library cards were in force and

t he book inventory had grown to 2,500 vol unes. 2%

Finished in July 1904 for a contract price of $21,000, the new county hospita

was described as "a work of art and a credit not only to Washoe County but to the
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entire state as vveII",2 and according to the Nevada State Journal it was "the

nost nodern and best equipped institution of its kind between Salt Lake and San

Franci sco. "2°® The Journal editor, for a change, praised the county conm ssioners:



The County Conmm ssioners have seen to it that everything
is first class and without resorting to extravagance no
expense has been spared.

The Reno Evening Gazette described the new buil di ng:
There is an abundance of roomin the building, and
everything is neatly and conveniently arranged. On the
second fl oor there are eight wards. The dining roons

for the patients and attendants are | arge and well

i ght ed. 2°

At the time of occupancy of the new building, 43 patients were being cared for.
The annual grand jury report, filed in Decenber 1904, |ess caustic in content

t han usual, reconmended the opening of the Boynton Road from 3 endale to and

t hrough t he Boynton Slough.300

The first business house in Harriman, opened in 1904, was a bar -- the Surf

Sal oon. The Harriman Heral d began publication in January 1904, and six nonths

| ater changed its nanme to the Sparks Headlight in accord with the change of nane

of the town of Sparks in March 1904. *°! The railroad conmpany, "with a liberality

n

sel dom exhi bited by corporations,"” laid out a tract of land next to the
roundhouse, and to each of its old enployees at Wadsworth donated a | ot 50 X

140 feet in size, presenting each enployee with a deed. Each deed contained the
conditions that a house had to be erected before Septenber 10, 1904, and that
the | ot must never be used for business purposes. The lots in the "Reserve" were
rapidly built upon, and soon 70 neat and substantial cottages and residences,
noved from Wadsworth, graced the town. The Reno Power, Light and Water

Conpany extended its lighting systemand water mains to Sparks, and by Novenber
1904 the Sunset Tel ephone Conpany had 250 subscribers and the streetcar |ine

bet ween Reno and Sparks was conpl eted. Advertised in 1904 as the "Headlight City

of the West," Sparks had an estinmated



1, 500 residents who extended "a warminvitation to the honeseeker, the nechanic,

the investor and the business man to cone and |ive anobngst us. " 302

Turning its attention to the shaky "iron bridge" in Reno, the 1905 | egislature
aut hori zed the board of county comm ssioners to i ssue $60, 000 of county bonds to
renove and reconstruct the iron bridge at sone other point within the city
limts, construct a new bridge at the Virginia Street crossing and build and re-
pair other necessary bridges in the county. The statute contained the
specifications for the new bridge: "The new bridge is to be of a uniformw dth of
80 feet; it shall have a side walk or wal kway on either side thereof at |east 10
feet in wdth; it shall have two driveways for carriages, each of which shall

not be less than 24 feet in width, and through the center thereof there shall be

a carway or trackway, for the use of streetcars, 12 feet in width."303

Accordingly, the iron bridge was noved downstreamwi thin the city, and a new
two-arch bridge, built of concrete, reinforced with steel, and containing clus-
ters of arc lights on each side of the structure, was built at a cost of
$35, 000. 3%4

During 1905 both the Reno Evening Gazette and the Nevada State Journal urged

that the Gty of Reno, then in the formative period of its municipal existence,
enpl oy an expert to prepare a city plan. The Journal observed:

Beauty of form regularity of outline, permanent character

of works of a public nature and a definite, apparent plan

to provide for expansion along |ines thought out in

advance are com ng to be recognized as tangi bl e assets

of acity. * * * The policy of permtting a city to

grow as it will w thout regulation, |Iet or hindrance may

be excusable in a mning tow, but in acity with the

assured permanence of Reno, it is a duty we owe to posterity



to see that the nost is nade of the natural resources
with which we are so richly dowered. * * * The beautifu
Truckee is the chief charmof Reno and its banks shoul d
be transfornmed into magnificent drive-ways. Trees should
be planted in place of the thickets of brush which now
fringe the shore line of the stream * * * Qur city
officials should so plan that all inprovenents shoul d be
made in the future of a permanent character and each
separate piece of work should be designed as a part of a
preconcei ved whole to the end that |ater we may not be
faced with defects that will materially affect the sym
netrical devel opnent along artistic lines. * * * It is
time we ceased thinking only of building for the tine

being and settle down to a well defined policy of perna-

nency.305

Commenting on the rapid growh of Sparks in January 1905, the Sparks Di spatch

pl eaded for "a good school buil ding, good church accommodati on, good water and a

sewage system"306 The Nevada State Journal, in an article about Sparks, conmented

that, like all new towns, the community "possesses its due proportion of sal oons.
There is roomfor no nore places of that kind here, and it is probable that there
will be less of thembefore there are nore. It nay be said, however, that the

sal oons of Sparks are better conducted and kept in a nore orderly manner than

those of nbst towns in the mest."307

Also in 1905, the question of incorporation of Sparks was argued on the streets

and in the press. The Sparks Dispatch, taking a stand agai nst incorporation

said: "It is the opinion of the Dispatch that incorporation at the present tine
woul d be one of the greatest calanmities that could befall our town. Is it right
that the people of Sparks should be saddl ed down with a heavier tax to naintain a
city government? As the



proj ect stands the expenses of such governnent woul d not be heavy in the

begi nni ng, but the incorporation of the town and the election of city officers,
even though sone serve without pay, would sinply be putting on the saddle

wi thout tightening the girth. The girth would soon have to be tightened or

the saddl e would continually slip and the result would be worse than

unsatisfactory."308

A bill to incorporate Sparks was introduced in the Nevada assenbly on February
25, 1905, passing the assenbly by unani nous vote on February 0g, 309 Anti ci pati ng

no problenms with the incorporation bill in the senate, the governor on March 11
1905, invited the people of Sparks to his ranch for a barbecue, and the Sparks
D spatch report ed:

Sparks is deserted today and the business houses are

cl osed. Bright and early all the people who could | eave

their daily work put on their glad rags and at 10 o' cl ock

hotfooted it to a special train which was soon underway

for the Alano Stock Farm the home of Governor John

Sparks of Nevada. This pretty little city is named after

CGover nor Sparks, and because of this honor the chief

magi strate of the state invited the people here to becone

his guests for a day at his beautiful hone. Today for

hi s guests Governor Sparks barbecued sonme of his world-

fanmous Hereford beef steers and fine sheep. There was

al so possum310

The incorporation bill passed the senate and was approved by CGovernor Sparks

on March 15, 1905.311 The first city election, held may 2, 1905, was conducted

"quietly and orderly,"” 159 votes being cast. There were no contests for the

el ective offices save for the office of nayor.312

The present rivalry between Reno and Sparks started with Sparks' incorporation

as a city, with the Sparks D spatch | eadi ng of f:




While in Reno visitors naturally make inquiries about
Sparks and are generally answered by the "knockers" wth
short, snappy replies. They are told that Sparks is
not hi ng but a swanp, a frog pond and a hell hole for sick-
ness. The idea of this knocking is seeningly to prejudice
the visitors against making investnments here In the
meantinme, he is told of the alleged advantages of Reno.
The travel er, however, having conme so far usually con-
tinues on to Sparks, expecting that his nostrils wll

be greeted by a nalarial atnosphere and preparing to

i nvest in rubber boots to parade around town. A great
surprise awaits him Instead of a swanp, he finds the town
situated on high, dry ground. He sees no yell ow ski nned

victinms of disease, but only happy, healthy and energetic

people.313

By 1905 Derby, 27 niles east of Reno, had developed into a snall but "rough and
mur der ous” community in Washoe County. The canp, which had a reputation for
vi ol ence, had its genesis with the construction of the Derby Dam a part of the
New ands Project, in 1903. Shootings, |arceny and other crinmes becane so ranpant
(over a dozen bodies had been found in the Truckee R ver) that the board of
county comni ssioners were asked by the Federal Government to close the "Derby
dives." Wth the conpletion of the dam Derby declined, the post office es-

tablished in 1906 being discontinued in 1922, 314

After acceptance of the new bridge in Reno and paying for the lighting for one
nonth at a cost of $42.90, the board of county conm ssioners on March 6, 1906,
served notice on the city council of Reno that the commissioners felt it was the
duty of the City of Reno to pay the lighting bills.3® A federal appropriation of
$60, 000 for the construction of Reno's new federal building proved to be

insufficient after $9,000 for site acquisition.316



and $15,000 in prelimnary costs had been expended, and it was felt that the
bal ance of the $100, 000 appropriation would fall short of the ambunt needed for
bui I di ng construction. Senator Nixon's efforts procured an additional $40, 000,

but on Cctober 9, 1906, the Treasury Departnment ordered work on the building

suspended pending a revision of the entire plan.317

In July 1906, hope was expressed that the board of county comm ssioners woul d
rebuild a road from Reno to Lake Tahoe via Gal ena Creek during the sumrer
season. °18 And Gerlach, located in old Roop County between the Bl ack Rock and

Snoke Creek deserts, was settled during 1906, naned for Louis Cerlach, the

founder of the Gerlach Land and Cattle Corrpany.319

The 1907 | egi sl ature provided that each county comm ssioner would receive an

annual sal ary of $900,320 and, after the Nevada State Journal declared the
321

county roads to be a disgrace, aut hori zed the board to issue $40, 000 of bonds

for the construction and i nprovenent of the public roads and hi ghways of the
county.322'The condition of the county courthouse al so caught the attention

of the Journal
Have you seen it [the courthouse] lately? Well, just go
down and take a |l ook at the institution wherein the courts
di spense |l aw and justice and the county officials per
formthe public's work. It will give you a cold chill
It never was nuch of a building and nowit is a shack,
conmpared with what Washoe County shoul d have. To call such
a shanty a courthouse is a desecration of our nother tongue.
It is not right to let it stand there. The county is too

rich and popul ous to be optically vilified by such a

structure. 323

Washoe County Senator Janes Boyd got the nessage, and he introduced a bil
proposing to authorize the county conmm ssioners to issue $500, 000 of county

bonds for a new courthouse and road inprovenents, but the bill failed of

passage.324



The 1907 county grand jury condemed the condition of the county's roads and

reconmended that the courthouse be provided with a furnace and heating system

and that the nmethod of heating the rooms with stoves be abol i shed®®®

one of the privileged characters about the courthouse in 1907 was Buster the
Cat, who went into the various offices as he saw fit. Buster was a very |large and
very prepossessing feline, adorned with a handsonme nickel collar, and was as

round as it was possible for a cat to be and remain graceful. He followed the

janitor as he went about his daily r ounds. 2°

Reno in 1907 saw the destruction of the old Lake House and the commencenent of
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construction of a nodern caravansary, the Riverside Hotel. The municipality

of 1907 treated juvenile delinquents harshly and didn't even treat sone ill

persons at all. A 14-year-old boy who, after being arrested, admtted passing
counterfeit bills on a blind cigar deal er was given "just one hour" by the police

judge to vacate the city,328 and when a tranp drifted into Reno, suffering with

smal | pox and his face and body covered with | arge sores, the bureaucrats took

over. The president of the city board of health discovered the tramp wal king the
city streets. The city officer asked perm ssion of the county board of health to
admt the tranp to the county pest house, but perm ssion was denied on the ground

that the hobo was not a county resident. Nowhere could he find care and shelter

so he was conpelled to go his way to |ive or di e. 329

In March 1907 a fearful stormand nelting snow swelled the Truckee River,
destroying rmuch property, including bridges and flunmes. The Virginia Street
bri dge was the only safe crossing over the river. Denom nated the greatest in the
hi story of Reno, the storm caused the water of the Truckee River alnost to
reach the top of the arches of the new bridge Sparks becane "a nuddy, sl oppy

n

town," the streets becomng small rivers. The



river submerged all the |and between Sparks and the eastern foothills, and as the
wat er struck the canyon at Vista it fornmed a solid wall. When the contracted

wat erway refused to carry the flood, the great nass of water was forced back to
the I ower ground. A portion of the Virginia and Truckee Railroad track was washed
away between Steanboat Sl ough and Washoe City, the Wnters ranch was under water,
the lights went out in Reno, Southern Pacific trains were tied up in the Reno

yards, and county roads in the area were washed out and cut by the rain and

the fl ood. 3%°

In February 1908, a thief entered the county pest house and stole everything the
bui | di ng contai ned. Even the bl ankets which had been used to cover small pox and

di phtheria patients were taken. The Reno Evening Gazette surmised that "the thief

must have possessed a rig as he carried away the stove, cooking utensils, the

331

tables, the chairs, beds, bed clothing and all other household furniture.” The

| ocation and condition of the county pest house had | ong been the subject of
grand jury investigation and conment. The 1908 grand jury report painted a grim
pi cture of the pest house:

Qur committee visited the pest house just north of town

and we find there conditions that would be a disgrace to

any community. We found two ol d shacks, one narked

"l adi es," the other marked "gentlenen,” which words, we
bel i eve under the conditions existing there, to be strik-
ing msnonmers. It would be crimnal, in the estimation

of this grand jury, to place in these houses, any one
afflicted with contagi ous di sease, as the conditions and
surroundi ngs would seemto breed di sease rather than aid
in preventing or curing. The buildings are unsuitable,
and the innmates are subjected to the sights of garbage

dunps, where all the refuse of the city is dunped, and at



ti mes when the rubbish is being burned the inmates are
conmpel l ed to endure the sickening snells of burning horse-
flesh and refuse of all kinds. In view of these circum

stances we recomend that a suitable |ocation for a pest

house be sel ected and proper buil dings erected t her eon. %2

By 1908 the Nevada hospital for nental diseases, then 27 years old, contained
10 distinct buildings, 211 patients, 29 crimnally insane, 24 enpl oyees,

i ncludi ng seven attendants, and operated at a nonthly cost of $3,500.333 The

sheriff in the same year installed a fingerprinting systemin his of fice. 334

Excoriating the board of county conmi ssioners in 1909 concerning the condition

of the county roads, the Reno Evening Gazette editorialized:

Judging fromthe roads around Reno the general road fund
of the county nust be poverty-stricken. The road
bet ween Reno and Steanboat Springs, perhaps the nost
traveled road in the State, would be a disgrace to a
backwards community. We el ected a board of conm ssioners
two years ago who went into office with a great harrah
about good roads. They were going to see to it that
Washoe County had good roads. Their el ection slogan was
good roads. The result has been that the fairly good
roads whi ch obtai ned when they went into office have
degenerated into the nost abom nable roads that the county
ever suffered from

The Virginia road is nothing but a dangerous and annoy-
i ng successi on of chuck-hole hunps and hol |l ows. An aut o-
nobi |l e going over it has to travel at slow speed, and even
then the occupants have to hang to the nachine to keep
frombeing thrown out. * * * The "good roads" conmi ssion
seens to find the attractions of Reno too interesting ever
to get beyond the city limts to observe the results of
their neglect and inconpetence on the public hi ghways.



Formerly we had twi ce as well-kept roads when the county
was not half as wealthy and populous as it is now What
is the troubles? One thing is certain and that is the
conmi ssi oners should either submit sone reasonabl e excuse
why they have so signally and outrageously failed to nake
good, or resign to make way for a board that will take

an interest in the road inprovenent duties attached to the

of fices of county cormi ssi oners. >3°

The county conm ssioners in fact did undertake to inprove 22 mles of the
Incline road during 1909 at a cost of $1,000. The county contributed $500 toward

the work and the comm ssioners | ooked to "autonpbil e enthusiasts and public
spirited men" to furnish the additional $500. 33¢

On May 1, 1909, the post office noved into the new Federal Building in Reno,
the exterior of which presented "a real netropolitan appearance."337 The post

of fice occupied the first floor, while |located on the second floor were the
"l arge, airy and sunny" offices of the surveyor general and the deputy U S

revenue coll ector for Nevada. The Reno Eveni ng Gazette conmented:

The new buil ding represents an architectural style that
shoul d be followed if Washoe County decides to erect a
new court house. The prevailing style of architecture in
Nevada public buildings to date may be described as
brick or stone rectangles surnounted by a chi cken-coop.

Thi s chi cken-coop tower seens to be the piece de resistance
338

of every public building that we have.

The 1909 | egislature authorized the county conmi ssioners to i ssue $150, 000 of
county bonds for altering, inproving and repairing the existing Washoe County
courthouse and for constructing a courthouse addition. The sum of $125, 000 was

to be expended for construction and repairs, $25,000 was authorized for

339

f ur ni shi ngs. When the county conmi ssioners sold $150, 000



of the authorized bonds, the editor of the Reno Evening Gazette observed:
Washoe County has di sposed of $150, 000 of bonds for the

pur pose of erecting a new court house. The building so

erected will stand perhaps for the next fifty years. Now
it is pertinent to everyone that a buil ding of such
character and cost ought to be a building possessing such
architectural features that the average discrimnating
public may feel some pride in its appearance, rather than
be ashanmed of it. In other words it should be up to
nmodern architectural standards rather than an architec-
tural nonstrosity. The public buildings of the State * * *
are to say the least architectural msfits. They conform
to no known style of architecture, unless they may be
typified as Nevadan. Mdst of themare ornanmented with an
aggressi ve, obtrudi ng chi cken-coop deformty on top

desi gned for what purpose no rational being has yet been
able to give a satisfactory answer The ordinarily in-
telligent people of Washoe County do not want any nore of
t hese nonstrosities and will not stand for the perpetra-
tion of any nore of them W do not propose to pay taxes

to erect any nore of these terrestrial disfigurenments wth-

out protest. >4

On April 8, 1909, the Nevada State Journal reported the | andscape gardeni ng and

building of a wall along the riverfront in the rear of the new library
building.341 The | adies of the Twentieth Century Cub in Reno passed resol utions

calling upon the county comissioners to hire a paid probation officer and to

pl ace a 1909 statute in operation providing for a juvenile court in Washoe
C‘ounty,342 and the Reno Evening Gazette, in urging the board of county

conmm ssioners and the district judge to take action, said



It is a shame, an outrage on justice and a general social
crime to look with indifference upon the negl ected,
dependent or delinquent children until a crinme has been
commtted and then send a boy to the penitentiary for any
ordinary offense. * * * The people of every conmunity owe
a duty to the children. First, to set thema good exanpl e,
and this we do by |icensing about every vice except opium
snoki ng. Second, by giving them good school s and conpel -
ling their attendance. This we have done. Third, to

| ook after them and see that they keep out of harnfu

mschief. * * * Gve the young delinquents a chance. 3%

County bonds issued in 1905 carried no county seal. The bonds had been
purchased by the Washoe County Bank and were sold by the bank to eastern
purchasers in 1909. Upon refusal by the purchasers to accept the bonds without

the seal, the board of county comni ssioners got around to adopting one in June of

t hat year. 344

By 1909 the Western Pacific Railroad tracks had reached Gerlach from
W nnenucca and the board of county conm ssioners voted $10,000 for the
construction of a wagon road from Surprise Valley, California, to Gerlach "so

that it would becone an inportant trading place."345 And at Leadville, 38 miles

north of Gerlach, mning activity was begun.346

The 1910's
The popul ati on of Washoe County in 1910 was 17,434. O this nunber, 10,867

resided in Reno, 2,500 in Sparks and 4,068 in the unincorporated area. In

February 1910, the Reno Evening Gazette railed agai nst the county conmi ssioners,

claimng they were "discrimnating agai nst" the use of Nevada buil di ng stone,
granite and marble in the new county courthouse. The Gazette charged
The conmi ssioners seemto have fallen under the hypnotic

i nfl uence of "Chuckhol e" John Evans, the young-old



dictator of the board. * * * Wen the full truth is
known regardi ng the refusal of "Chuckhole John" to permt
the board to patronize home industry there will be a
revul sion of feeling against his nmethods that will

probably make him decide not to try again for a position

where he will have the disposal of public funds. 3%’

Duri ng courthouse construction in 1910, the county assessor and the county
clerk nmoved their offices into a renovated bat hhouse. The district judges noved
into the Cddfel |l ows' | odgeroom while the county recorder and the county
treasurer remained in the ol d courthouse. **® The cornerstone of the new
courthouse was laid by officers of the G and Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nevada on June 10, 1910, the inpressive cerenpnies being w tnessed by nearly
3,000 people, and the district attorney, WIIiam Wodburn, acted as chairnman of

t he occasion.349

Again, the condition of county roads canme under attack when the Reno Evening

Gazette, alleging that the people's noney was bei ng squandered by inconpetents,
observed that "one can always tell when he enters Washoe County, for fromthat
time on the roads are shanmeful. H ghways that ought to resenbl e boul evards are
not hi ng but ruts and chuckhol es Culverts -- they are called culverts -- are

not hing but tragic jokes. In many places the roads are nothing but irrigating

ditches."350

On July 27, 1910, the Gazette | anbasted Conmi ssioners Evans and Sessi ons,
claimng that a high, abnormal tax rate had been necessitated by the utter
i nconpetence of the board of county comm ssioners:

To the utter shame of the county, those trenendous sumns
of nmoney which have cone through this high taxation have
been spent al nost without result. So far as acconpli shing

anyt hi ng save paying salaries is concerned the noney m ght

nearly as well have been thrown in the river. %t



Nam ng Conmi ssioners Evans and Sessions as the men responsible for this
squandering of the public funds, the Gazette called for their defeat at the next
el ection:

The opportunity is going to be presented to the people

of Washoe County this year to free itself fromthe shane-
ful methods that have so |ong been in vogue. Both John
Evans, better known as " Chuck-hol e" because of his
farcical attenpts to repair roads, and Oville Sessions,
better known as "Putty" Sessions because of his well-
known characteristics, are candi dates for reel ection.

* * * They are the nmen who have taxed this county to the
very limt and have so spent the noney that the people
have got nothing in return. * * * The first thing to

do is for the Republicans of Washoe County to defeat Oville
Sessions at the primary. Then will come the final con-

test, which will nean the defeat of "Chuck-hole" Evans at

t he election.352

Wth the activation of the Juvenile Court Law in Washoe County in 1910, the
probation officer, G W Ingalls, after 13 nonths in office, reported having

handl ed 230 cases of delinquency, dependency, contributing delinquency and

contributing dependency.353

On April 17, 1911, over 300 of Reno's taxpayers formed the Washoe County

Taxpayers Association "to keep its right hand on the public pulse and its |eft
hand on the public pocket."354

Announci ng on May 1, 1911, that the new courthouse was practically conpl et ed,
the Reno Evening Gazette described "the gl eam of incandescents [shining] forth

35 o My 10, 1911, the

for the first time last night" fromthe new buil di ng.
county comni ssioners ordered that no dogs were to be allowed in the new
courthouse, but the comn ssioners had considerable trouble enforcing the order

because attorneys wi shed to have their "dunb
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friends" acconpany themto court. When t he building' s grand openi ng occurred

on June 1, 1911, the public was invited, and several hundred people visited the

new edi fice, where "everything was new, bright and brilliant.">®’

Washoe County was 50 years old in 1911, and to celebrate its anniversary, Ad
Pi oneers' Day was proclained to be July 3, 1911. An autonobil e parade of pioneers

preceded exerci ses, which were held in the "courthouse" [Powning] park, and

during which Judge C. C. Goodw n, Washoe County pioneer, addressed the crowd. 38

On receipt of word fromthe Gerlach constable that if a jail was not soon built
he would arrive in Reno sonme day with at |east 21 hoboes, and that he was forced

to handcuff the tranps and tie themto trees, no other shelter being provided,

t he county conmi ssioners decided to erect a new jail t here. 3°°

The 1913 | egi sl ature increased the annual sal aries of each of the county
conmi ssi oners to $1,200. >°°

Pronpted by the Nevada Good Roads C ub, the Governor of Nevada in May 1914
proclaimed a voluntary statew de holiday for the purpose of bettering the roads.

In response to the governor's w shes, 225 busi ness houses were closed and 500 nen
turned out to work on the public highways. The Reno Eveni ng Gazette described the

cooperative effort in Washoe County:
The superintendent of the Sparks [railroad] shops and a
nunber of |ocal deal ers made donation of the use of tools
and the Equal Suffrage Society prepared |uncheons for the
wor kers. The people of Verdi showed great enthusiasm
practically everybody in the town turning out early for
the work. They were reinforced by a big bunch of Renoites.
The Verdi Lunber Conpany donated the |unber for 34 cul verts,
whi ch are being put in place on the Dog Valley grade, the
nost difficult portion of the Lincoln trail in Nevada.
Spar ks people were abroad at an early hour. The forces

extended in an al nost unbroken |ine from Coney Island



through B Street and on to the head of the Truckee
Canyon, while a considerable force spent the day on
t he d endal e road.

From Reno the first caravan consisted of 22 touring
cars and trucks, packed with nen, tools and provisions.
Some 40 university students and about an equal nunber of
hi gh school boys were anong the early departures. It
was not until noon that the bul k of the workers departed,
for many of the business houses did not close until that
hour. The first workers were sent to Verdi to aid in the
repairs of the Dog Valley grade. Others went to reinforce
t he Sparks workers. Sone took the northern route and
still others the Reno-Carson hi ghway. Several |oads |eft
| ast night for Pyranid where considerable work is being
done in conjunction with the farnmers and m ners of that
region.

In deference to the university regents and the trustees
of the public schools no liquid refreshnments of an al coholic
nature were served to the workers, but water carriers were

busy and purveyors of lunches were as active as the nen

whom t hey served. 31

The grand jury grudgingly reported in 1914 that, after 50 years of conplaints,
"the county conmissioners not only repaired county roads damaged by a severe
wi nter but have furthernore done nore work on roads than in any year
previously." Additionally, the grand jury recomended the consolidation of

certain city and county offices and that the Gty of Reno take sone i medi ate

steps toward renoving city sewage fromthe Truckee R ver . 362

In January 1915, 134 parcels of tax-delinquent property in Washoe County were

sold at auction at the courthouse (six tines the usual anount), the Reno Evening
363

Gazette bl am ng the higher valuations assessed by the Nevada Tax Conmi ssion

The 1915



| egi sl ature aut horized the issuance of $15, 000 of county bonds for the

construction of a new bridge across the Truckee River at the Park Street

364

crossing within the Gty of Reno, and the | egislative session was enlivened by

t he appearance of many residents of the northern part of Washoe County on the
streets of Carson City and in the capitol wearing tags |abel ed "Boost for Roop
County." On February 15, 1915, a bill was introduced in the assenbly creating

Roop County out of the northern portion of Washoe County, but the bill failed to

pass.365

The grand jury of 1915 took the board of county conm ssioners to task for their
failure to enforce properly the regul ati ons of roadhouses in the county. The
report declared that "the roadhouses are a nenace to the good norals of the

I and, and a particular tenptation to the young people of Reno as well as the

m sgui ded and unfortunate, dissatisfied married people."366

On April 7, 1915, the conmm ssioners enacted an ordi nance establishing a county

law [ ibrary fund and set aside a portion of civil action filing fees for the
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purchase of books and the mai ntenance of the Iibrary.3 Installed in the

courthouse in a roomconnecting with the district judges' chanbers, the | aw

library opened for business in May 3, 1915. The personal law library of W A
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Massey,3 consi sting of about 2,400 vol unes and consi dered one of the nost

complete and best of its kind in the state, was purchased.369

In April 1915 Governor Emmet D. Boyle proclainmed May 1 foll owi ng as "Nevada

Good Roads Day," and urged citizens to observe the date as a holiday to be
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devoted to voluntary service in inproving the state highways.3 Subscri ptions by

Reno busi ness and professional nmen for the good roads fund totaled $1, 060, and
on May 11 "several hundred nen equi pped with picks and shovel s and several

dozen teans fared forth to battle with the ruts and rocks that have nmade the

Reno- Car son and Reno-Lawton's roads the worst in this section of the state."371



Pl ans were being nade in May 1915 for conducting prizefights in Washoe County on
Menori al Day, but the sheriff announced on May 18 that fights would not be held
because he would refuse to issue a |icense and would not allow the bouts to be
held on that day. "You can say for nme," said the sheriff, "that if | have
anything to say about it there will be no fights in Washoe County on Decorati on
Day. | believe that Decoration Day was set apart as an occasion for honoring the
menory of the heroes who fought, bled and died to preserve the Union and shoul d
be held sacred to that purpose. | shall absolutely refuse to issue a |license for

bouts to be conducted on that day and shall make it a point to see that no ring
contests between man and man are held on that day."372 The sheriff prevailed. No

prizefights were held.
A $12,000 bond issue, proposed by the Truckee River Drainage District to pay
for drai nage of thousands of acres of worthless land |ying east of Reno by

| owering the bed of the Truckee River and wi dening the channel sufficiently to
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carry away the standi ng water, was rejected on June 23, 1915, by a property

owners' vote of 23 to 7 and 7 not voting.
Tranps and coyotes plagued Gerlach in 1915, and the Gerlach constabl e appeal ed
to the conmi ssioners in Novenber for the appointnment of a deputy to aid himin

handl i ng hoboes, npbst of them nmenbers of the Industrial Workers of the World,

374

who he anticipated woul d i nvade Gerl ach. On Novenber 5, 1915, the justice of

t he peace of Gerlach Townshi p advi sed the county comm ssioners that rabid
coyotes were becoming a nenace to the safety of residents of the northern part
of Washoe County as well as to the cattle, sheep and other donmestic aninals, and
requested that the board pass an ordi nance requiring all dogs in Gerlach to be

nmuzzl ed or shot. After the district attorney.
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advi sed that no such ordi nance coul d be enact ed, Gerlach citizens petitioned

the conmi ssioners to nmake the county bounty on coyotes |larger, stating that

"nost of the school children carry guns while going to attend their cl asses. "37®

In April 1916, the sheriff, having a hard tinme roundi ng up unlicensed notor

vehi cl es, asked the county conmm ssioners to provide funds for a deputy "who w ||
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be nmounted on a notorcycle.” Calling the district court's attention to the

personal , antagonistic condition existing in the board of county comm ssioners,
the grand jury report of 1916 cauti oned:

This is an individual antagoni smand has a tendency to

to work to the disadvantage of the county affairs.

After all is said and done the condition is due to the

system that nmakes no one person responsible nor secures

to no one person the credit. Necessarily a systemthat

makes a mad scranble for praise for work well done and

a constant dodging of responsibility is deplorable to

say the | east . "8

The problenms of the Truckee River reefs near Vista and of county roads were
addressed by the 1917 | egislature. The board of county comm ssioners were
aut horized to issue (1) $20,000 of county bonds for the inprovenent of county
publ i c roads, $5,000 of which was to be expended on inprovenent of the county

road fromReno to a point on the state line near Purdy, California, to neet the
Cal i forni a hi ghway fromSusanviIIe,379 and (2) $25,000 of county bonds for the

pur pose of deepening the natural channel of the Truckee River in order to reduce

t he mai ntenance cost of certain county roads and to conserve the public health by

t he drai nage of inmpounded waters in the | ower Truckee V’alley.380

Urging that a purchasing agent for the county be appointed and that the
suppl i es bought by the county not be "parcel ed out



to every store in order to pay political debts,” the public institutions
commttee of the Wman Citizens' Club in a comrunication to the county

conmm ssioners in January 1917 asked that body to take sone action regarding the
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extravagant manner in which the county hospital was bei ng conducted. And on

March 15, 1917, the Reno Evening Gazette reported that the 60-nenber Reno Col f

C ub had purchased 80 acres fromLouis Berrumfor a nine-hole golf course near

Moana Springs "west of the streetcar track just before it nakes the last turn

before running to the springs." Ms. Gourley Dunn-Wbb was to be the golf pro at

t he new course.382

In April 1917 the Washoe County |iquor board ordered the district attorney to
draw an ordi nance to:

1. Prohibit wonen fromacting in the capacity of bartender in places where
danci ng and entertai nment were carried on;

2. Prohibit the enploynent of females in the solicitation of the sale of
dri nks;

3. Require all roadhouses to close at 1:00 a. m;

4. Prohibit the sale of liquor to intoxicated persons, particularly to wonen;
and

5. Require proprietors of all roadhouses to pay particular attention to and

prohibit the presence of young girls in their places of busi ness. 383

In 1917, there were 23 licensed slot machines in the unincorporated area of the

4

county, while Reno |icensed 63. 38 Declaring that the "nost daring bunco nan of

old would blush with shane to see the raw attenpts enployed to bilk the public,"”

the sheriff in Cctober had some 20-odd unl awful games of Bernardi's G eater

Shows (a carnival) closed down, and the carnival noved on. 38°

A grand jury conmttee voiced its concern for visiting tourists in Novenber 1917:



W are informed that many autonobile tourists canp beside
the irrigation ditches which flow through the Cty of
Reno and use the water fromthese ditches for drinking
purposes. It is known to your conmittee that these
ditches are nade the receptacles of filth unspeakabl e by
people living along their banks and we strongly recom
mend that the health officer of Washoe County take steps

to warn travelers of the danger which may arise fromthe

use of these waters, by placing signs or ot herwi se. 8¢

Washoe County's roads continued to attract |legislative attention. At the 1919

session, two acts authorizing the issuance of county bonds for anbitious road
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i nprovenents were passed. One act 38 attenpted to cure the county's long-tine

road ills by authorizing the issuance of $500,000 of county bonds for surfacing
wi th permanent, durable material

1. The county road fromthe California boundary through Verdi, Reno, Sparks and
Wadsworth to the eastern boundary |line of the county;

2. The road running from Reno south through Huffaker's, Steanboat, around
Washoe Lake to the south boundary of the county; and

3. The road running from Reno northwest to the California |line.

The county conm ssioners were al so authorized to inprove in such manner as they
deened necessary the road fromReno to Pyram d Lake, to Gerlach, to Long Valley
north to the Oregon line and all other roads in Washoe County. Only bonds
required to do the work in any one year could be sold, and the conmnmi ssioners were
al so authorized to enter into contracts with the director of the state departnent
of hi ghways whereby the state would pay for one-half of the road inprovenents.
The other act authorized the county commi ssioners to issue $150, 000 of county

bonds to aid the state departnent of highways in constructing



a hi ghway across Washoe County along the line designated as Route 1 of the

system of state highways, provided that Pershing, Hunboldt and El ko Counties

al so i ssued hi ghway construction bonds. 388

Sone attention really had to be given to the county's roads, according to a
reporter who, in July 1919, took a 200-mile journey in the wilds of northern
Washoe County and wote the foll owi ng warni ngs and advi ce:

As one honest notorist to another don't go farther

than Doyl e or Pyranid Lake for a joy ride unless you have

i mportant business It ceases to be a joy ride at

t hose points.
The reporter, on his return trip to Reno, left Cedarville, California, traveling
via Buffal o Meadows. He described the return route:

To call that route a road is a msnoner; 40 miles of the

Snoke Creek desert was enough for nme. W kept to the

western edge and it was the hottest road | ever crept

across. The road was an al kali dust wallow 6 inches to

a foot deep and there was 40 nil es of it 389

In an article entitled "D viding Washoe County" appearing in the Reno Evening
Gazette of March 1, 1919, the attenpts of Assenblyman D. E. Hill of Beul ah

Washoe County, to reestablish Roop County were explored. The article explained:

Assenbl yman Hill has | eaped into fame. Assenbl yman Hill
cones from Beul ah, a pastoral village of less than a

dozen famlies situated in the northwestern section of
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Washoe Cbunty,3 and he has introduced a bill to cut

Washoe County into two pieces, the northern portion to
be call ed Roop County, while the southern portionis to
be left with Reno as the county seat. Incidentally the

sout hern portion is to retain the name of Washoe.



The Gazette would like to presunme that Assenbl yman
H 1l is serious, and is not trying to sandbag the ot her
nmenbers of the Washoe County del egation into voting for
something else. For let it be renenbered that Assenbl ynan
H 11 has introduced another bill -- one providing that the
Washoe County conmm ssioners shall be elected fromdis-
tricts -- one fromthe extrene north of the county, one from
Sparks and one from Reno. O course, as Reno and her
environs contain only about eighty percent of the county's
popul ati on and pay nost of the taxes they ought to be
satisfied with one county commr ssioner -- according to
t he statesnman from Beul ah

And this, after all, is apparently what the statesman-
like M. Hill is after. He and his section don't want
to divide Washoe County -- they want to divide the board of
conmi ssioners and the proper way to do it is to introduce
a vicious sandbag bill. Then threaten with the sandbag
until you get what you are really after -- in this case

a county comi ssioner for Beulah and its dozen inhabi -

tants.
This is Assenblynman Hill's first session but he is
| ear ni ng. 391

The board of county conmi ssioners on Novenber 5, 1919, rejected a proposa
made by the president of the International Brotherhood of Teansters,
Chauffeurs, Stablenen and Hel pers of America that the comni ssioners sign a
contract binding the board to hire none but union enpl oyees, establish an eight-
hour day with tinme and a half for overtine, holidays and Sundays, and fix a
standard wage for truck drivers, teansters and hel pers. The board, taking the
position that it was contrary to the statutes and public interest for the county
to bind itself to I abor union contracts, instructed the county clerk to throw the

letter and the proposed agreenent into the waste basket.



Not wi t hst andi ng the board's instructions, the docunments were placed on file by

the county clerk.3%2

The 1920's

The 1920 census indicated that there were 18, 627 people in Washoe County, with
12,016 residing in Reno, 3,238 in Sparks and 3,373 in the unincorporated area.
The public library in January 1920 contai ned over 24,000 volunmes and had 6, 700

active patrons who held library cards. The trustees suggested doubling the

library's capacity within a year or two. 393

Washoe County and the City of Reno agreed that each woul d assunme one-half the
cost of construction of a bridge to be built across the Truckee River at the
Western extrenity of Riverside Drive in Reno, and the construction contract was

signed April 5, 1920. The bridge was to cost $32,097 and was to be a single

span 160 feet in length with a 24-foot driveway and two five foot wal ks. 3%

In May 1920, the county conmi ssioners and the Gty of Reno executed a | ease

with an option to purchase 80 acres north of the golf course from Louis Berrum
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for the location of a city county aviation field. The two entities on July 183,

1920, agreed to purchase the Berrumtract on Plumas Street in Reno for use as an
aviation field and to construct a hanger on the ground to conformw th the
Federal Governnent's requirenments for the use of governnent mail-carrying
airplanes, the field to be prepared and the hanger to be constructed by Septenber
1, 1920. The cost of the hanger was estimted at from $30,000 to $35, 000,

the field at from $30, 000 to $40, 000. The Federal Governnent was to furnish the

heating and lighting systemfor the hanger and to construct the field. 3%

The arrival in Reno of the first transcontinental "aerial mail carrier," a
DeHavi | and Four, on Septenber 9, 1920, was wel comed by about 100 persons who
had gat hered at the new fi el d.



Reporting an uneventful flight fromSalt Lake City with a stop at El ko, the pil ot
brought with him 7 pounds 14 ounces of letters. The Reno Evening Gazette

reported:

The big DeHavil and Four cane through the canyon east

of Reno, the pilot roaring around the field several tines
before he | anded. He explained that it had been diffi-
cult to determne the direction of the wind and that had
caused himto ascend several tines when within a few

feet of the ground. He suggested that a flag be posted

on the postal building at the field which would serve to
gui de the flyers who, he said, will not be able to see

the snall flag now flying fromthe pole at the | ower end
of the field. 3

In 1920 the county hospital was found to be clean, whol esonme, confortable and
wel |l supplied. It was equi pped with 85 beds, had 30 acres of land, 10 in pasture
and 20 under cultivation. The investigator reported:

The hospital, under the present administration, is
giving the people the real, efficient, econom cal service that

they have a right to expect but so seldomreceive in the

managenent of public i nstitutions. 3%

The 1921 |l egislature authorized the county conm ssioners to issue (1) $35, 000

of county bonds for building and furnishing an addition to the county hospital,399

and (2) $150,000 of county bonds to construct Route 1 of the state hi ghway

system400

The comunity was agog on New Year's Day of 1921 when it was | earned that an
orgy had occurred at the county jail on New Year's Eve, during which |iquor was
supplied by the night jailer to the i nmates, several of whom escaped after a
night of revelry with the keys to the jail. "Wndy" Krakenberg, the night jailer,
who had sent out for the liquor and then invited the inmates to hold the party,
pl eaded guilty to charges of



permitting prisoners to escape and of having intoxicating liquor in a public
bui | di ng, al though he asserted that soneone had turned the prisoners out while he
was asleep. "Wndy" was fined $1,000 or sentenced to serve 500 days in the county

jail. Two weeks after the escape, an Indian exploring the ditches north of

Reno for val uables found the missing jail keys.401

April 17, 1921, witnessed the |argest public assenblage in Reno's history. The
crowd gathered to witness a triple cerenony -- the official dedication of the
Ri verside and Wngfield Park bridges, representing city and county enterprise,
and the dedication of the new airfield. As the Gazette related "Ugly weat her
brought no obstacles to the success of the undertaking. A sharp wind swept down
t he Truckee vall ey bringi ng scuddi ng cl ouds, betinmes picking up the dust in

bl i ndi ng squal |l s, an altogether prank of the elenents, but Reno was out to hear

and see."402

An aut onobi |l e procession of officials and citizens left the courthouse at 1
p.m, noving out California Avenue to the new Riverside Bridge, which had taken
the place of the old "electric light bridge" at the powerhouse near the river.
After an appropriate ribbon-cutting cerenony and addresses, the procession
conti nued down the Truckee to the Wngfield Park Bridge, where a simlar cerenony
was hel d. Both cerenoni es consunmed | ess than half an hour. Then a great
aut omobil e caravan led the way to the airfield with hundreds of pedestrians

bringing up the rear. As the tine for dedication drew near, |arge throngs
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surrounded the hangar. Five airplanes had started from coast points on the

nmorning of April 17 to attend the airfield dedication cerenmony. In spite of

weat her warnings and a gale which turned four of his fellow pilots back before

n

they reached "the extreme heights over the Sierras," one intrepid Captain Kauch



piloting "a DeHaviland of the army type," arrived at the field just as the
cel ebration was starting. But the good captain made a sl oppy | andi ng. Wien a gust

of wind caught his plane, it careened sharply as it struck the ground, smashing a
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wheel and breaki ng several of the struts supporting the mjngs.4 Back at the

hangar, the crowd was advi sed that Captain Eddi e R ckenbacker had been invited,
could not cone, but had tel egraphed his felicitations. The keynote of the entire
cerenmony was struck by the Reverend Brewster Adans, Baptist minister and | oca
civic | eader, when he said "Reno is on the highway of the skies", and the

district attorney, Lester Summerfield, joined in, exclaimng "W are |iving today

in the tine when dreans cone true."405

After the cerenony, Captain Kauch, whose plane had been repaired, attenpted to

take off for the return flight to Mather Field. Wen he was about 25 feet off the

ground he hit a tree, totally denolishing the DeHavi | and. #°°

The conpl etion of the $35,000 addition to the county hospital in 1922 |led the

Reno Eveni ng Gazette to describe the new section as "nodern in every particul ar

containing two wards with 12 beds each.” There were 42 hospital inmates in
Novenber 1922. %7

In 1924, the done of the courthouse was | eaking, which |ed to the suggestion

that it be surfaced with gold |eaf at a cost of $2,000, but the comm ssioners

demurred on account of the expense.408

The Pacific Portland Cenment Conpany had built a conpany town five miles south
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of Gerlach in 1922 and nanmed it Enpire, a trade nane for gypsumproducts.4 On

May 24, 1924, a Western Pacific special train from San Franci sco, arrived in
Enpire to celebrate the opening of the cenent conpany's new $1, 500, 000 pl ant.

Raw gypsum was quarried five mles fromthe plant where



t he conpany owned a deposit of 900 acres of gypsumestimated to contain nore than
20 mllion tons. Reduced to dust by machinery at the scene of the deposit, the

gypsum was automatically | oaded into buckets with 1,500 pounds capacity each and

transported by aerial tramway five mles over the nountains down to the plant.410

Enpire's post office was established in 1951. 41

The 1925 Nevada |l egislature set aside in Reno and dedi cated Powning Park to the
public as a site for a Nevada Building (later referred to as the "state

building") to provide suitable quarters for a continuous exhibit of state and

county resources and relics collected by the Nevada Hi storical Society.412 The

same | egislative session directed the Washoe County conmissioners to levy a
20-cent ad valoremtax for fiscal years 1925 and 1926 for the 1926 Nevada
transcontinental exposition fund to support a 1926 exposition to cel ebrate and
commenorate the conpletion of the transcontinental highway. The |egislature found
that such an exposition woul d possess great educational values for the State of
Nevada and woul d be of great benefit to this state and particularly to Washoe
County Directing the county conmi ssioners to appoint 11 citizens of the state to
act as a board of governors to nanage and direct the exposition, the |legislature

aut hori zed the board to negotiate tenporary |oans of $150,000 to provide

i medi ate m)ney.413

On July 25, 1925, the Gty of Reno and Washoe County exercised their option and
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purchased the airfield for $15, 000. The attention of the county conm ssioners

was called on July 27, 1925, to the |lack of overnight acconmodations for tria
jurors at the courthouse and, there being no hotel acconmmpdations, the

conmm ssioners i mMmedi ately voted to purchase 15 cots and 15 sets of sheets,

pi |l oncases and bl ankets to be used by jurors who m ght be | ocked up overnight.

The cots and bedding were to be stored in the courthouse attic and the | aw

library was to be utilized as the jurors' dorm'tory.415



It devel oped that the 1926 Nevada Transcontinental H ghway Exposition coul d not
be held in 1926 because the hi ghways were not conpl eted and the Washoe
County-mandat ed tax proved insufficient to nmeet and defray the costs and expenses
for holding of the exposition. And the 1927 |egislature decided that the

exposition was to be held in 1927. % The county comi ssioners of Washoe County

were directed to levy an ad valoremtax for fiscal year 1927, with the proceeds

to be deposited in the exposition fund, and authorized to nake tenporary | oans of

$75, 000 for exposition purposes.417

In January 1927 the United States Treasury and Post O fice Departnents proposed
to the Congress the abandonnment of Reno's post office and the erection of a new

federal building, at an estimted cost of $450,000, and | ocated south of the

Truckee River on MII| Street facing the state building.418

By July 1928, the airfield was admttedly too small, difficulties being
experienced by the | arger commerci al and pl easure pl anes because of the field's

limted area. The Gazette suggested that the county and the Gty of Reno make a
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study of the cost of a new field. But on July 13, 1928, the Boeing Ar

Transport Company purchased "a new airplane landing field" for its own use.
Located in the center of the valley, the newfield initially was conprised of

about 120 acres. A new hangar was to be erected, and the Gazette specul ated that
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"the big 12-passenger planes would probably be flying by Septenber 1."4%0 o July

20, 1928, the county comm ssioner ordered the construction of a gravel ed-surface
road, 18 feet wide, fromthe Virginia Road to Boynton Lane to connect with the
new airport. The board al so agreed to construct two gravel ed runways on the new
field, which were to be 2,000 feet I ong and 200 feet wi de. 4?1

Jay Peters, Inc. was authorized in Septenber 1928 to operate a 100-watt radio
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broadcasting station, to be installed in the Elks Cub in Reno, with half-tine

ni ght hours and full-tine day hours.



The question of noving the public library fromits river site occasioned by the
Federal Governnent's desire to build a new post office and Federal Building |ed
the 1929 legislature to enact statutes (a) authorizing the City of Reno to donate

to Washoe County any |land belonging to the city and within the city limts for
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i brary purposes; 23 and (b) authorizing Washoe County to issue $150,000 of county

bonds for constructing, equipping and furnishing a county library building within
the city if a building site was donated to the county within 1,000 feet of
the intersection of MII and South Virginia Streets in Reno. This |aw al so

required the establishnment and equi pnent of branch county libraries in each

school district within Washoe County before July 1, 1930. 4?4

On April 9, 1929, the Reno Evening Gazette announced that the Washoe County

library was to be given the use of the large central roomon the ground floor of
6

the state buiIding,425 and on April 23, 1929, Reno Mayor E. E. Roberts42 st at ed,

"the city has authority, without |egislative authorization, to deed the library
site to the Federal Governnent for a postoffice site."*?" The mayor' s opi ni on was

not concurred in by Reno's city attorney, who concluded that the | egislature had
to specifically authorize the Gty of Reno to deed the site of the library to the

Federal Governnent before the city or county or any other agency could convey
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a clear title to the |and. Washoe County signed a 99-year |ease for the Nevada

state building in Powning Park on June 19, 1929, and the county comm ssioners
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made i nmedi ate plans to nove the library to the new quarters on New Year's

Day, 1930. %0

The 1930's

The 1930 census reveal ed that Washoe County's total popul ati on was 27, 158, of
whom 18, 529 resided in Reno, 4,508 in Sparks and



4,121 in the unincorporated area. On March 5, 1930, the board of county
comm ssioners voted to offer to the City of Reno the county's share of the
muni ci pal airport, naking the field a nunicipal property entirely. The airport,

according to the county officials, was a |l osing proposition, and the county

proposed to turn it over to the city for no consideration what soever . 431

The 1931 legislature: (a) authorized the Washoe County conm ssioners to issue

$25, 000 of county bonds to erect a public library building in Sparks and to
destroy the old Reno public library building;432 and (b) placed the Carnegie

library building and site under the exclusive control, nanagenent and possessi on
of the county conmi ssioners, who were enpowered to convey the site to the State
of Nevada or the United States with or wi thout consideration. The Cty of Reno

was mandated to join in the conveyance, which was to be conditioned that the | and

when conveyed should be for a public use. 433

On January 10, 1931, the conmi ssioners indicated that an oiled gravel road from

the main state highway at Wadsworth through the Pyrami d Lake I ndian Reservation
and on to Gerlach was an i mredi ate probability for 1931. 434

The razing of the old library building began in March 1931, and the fl agpol e
fromone of the Virginia City mnes, which had been earlier presented to the

county library, was installed at the veterans' plot in the Muntain View

C’emetery.435

After the board of hospital trustees awarded a construction contract for the
county hospital to a local contractor for $198,997 over the | ow outside bidder

of $184,400 in August 1931, a group of local taxpayers filed suit and obtained a

tenmporary injunction to save the $14,OOO.436

By August 1931, the wi dening of the Reno-Carson highway between Huffaker's and

Lakevi ew H || was approachi ng conpl etion; and



the Reno Evening Gazette urged that steps should be taken by the county and

Reno's civic bodies to see that the highway woul d be wi dened sufficiently by 1932
to provide three lanes of travel between the Reno city limts and Huffaker's to
accommodat e "the enornous local traffic to which the highway is subjected every

af t ernoon and eveni ng.
437

The traffic congestion in the Truckee Meadows had
begun!

Conpl ai ni ng about the waste of taxpayers' noney in the past in naintaining
county roads, the Gazette, in an editorial published Novenber 9, 1931, |auded a
new y announced policy of the county conm ssioners to provide certain roads of
the county with oil-nmacadam surfaces. The editor said:

Several mles of county roads in the vicinity of Reno,
whi ch have been "nmai ntai ned" heretofore by inexperienced
road crews using ol d-fashioned graders and other |ike
equi pnent, are being given an oil-macadam surface under
the direction of an engi neer and next year, according to

pl ans agreed upon by the conm ssioners, additional work

of this character will be prosecuted by the county.438

The United States Departnent of Justice requested that Washoe County | ower
from$l a day its expected conpensation then received for the maintenance of
federal prisoners in the county jail, and the county comm ssioners and the
sheriff met and deci ded on Novenmber 12, 1931, that, although the county nmade a

profit out of federal prisoners, the profit was not so great that a reduction

coul d be granted.439

The effects of the Great Depression began to surface in Washoe County in 1932.
The county physician, in his annual report, observed:
The industrial depression has largely added to our
i ndi gent popul ation, both in Reno and at the county

hospital W are always filled to over capacity. W

need a new hospital or hospital expansion.440



At a cost of $93, 165, a construction contract was awarded in March 1932 for the

first unit of a new county hospital, a three story brick building with trinmm ngs

of ornanental cast stone.441

The question of title to the site of the old library at MIIl and Virginia
Streets in Reno continued to plague the conmunity. On June 9, 1932, Myron C.
Lake, Jr., a California resident, filed suit agai nst Washoe County and the City
of Reno in the federal court seeking title to the land and valuing it at

$100, 000. Lake alleged that the |and should revert to himbecause the conditions

under which the property was given to the city had not been fulfilled. 42

On July 5, 1932, the board of county comnm ssioners ordered a 10-percent sal ary
reduction for county enpl oyees, retroactive to July 1.*3 This action was

foll owed by reconmmendations of the grand jury that:

1. Al county departnents be placed under the direct supervision of the county
comm ssioners and that in the future departnment heads consult the comm ssioners
bef ore addi ng enpl oyees to their departnents;

2. No married wonen be enployed in county offices if their husbands were able
to work; and

3. The county shoul d enploy people for their ability to work and not as a neans
of di spensing charity.

The grand jury also found that health conditions of Reno, Sparks and Washoe

County were so interwoven that they could not be separated and "an efficient

county health organi zati on" shoul d be creat ed. **

Recogni zi ng t he ongoi ng econom ¢ depression, the county comm ssioners cut the
tax rate 11 cents, resulting in a property tax of $1.20 per $100 of assessed
valuation.445 A bid of $337,088 was submitted for construction of the new post
of fice building, the contract, which was signed Cctober 13, 1932, calling for

construction at a cost of $363,660.446



The stark reality of the depression struck honme on Novenber 1, 1932, when the
banks closed, with an ultimate | oss to Washoe County of $77,601.84.447

The 1933 | egi sl ature mandated that the county comm ssioners divide Washoe
County into two county comm ssioner districts: One district was to contain Reno,
Verdi and a portion of the county south of Reno to be represented by two

conmm ssioners; the other district was to contain the remai ning portion of the
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county, to be represented by one conmi ssi oner. When the new board of county

comm ssioners net on January 5, 1933, sharp curtailnment of all county expenses

was di scussed and the conmi ssioners were expected to name a county purchasing
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agent.4 However, six days later, after being faced with protests by one or two

county officials and persons who sold supplies to the county, the conmm ssioners

4

abandoned their plan. 50 Savi ng the county an estinmated $500 per nonth, ten

deputies in the county clerk's office were placed on an alternating work week
basi s whereby they worked one week and not the next . **! And anticipating that the

county's general fund would be "broke" in 60 days, the county comi ssioners
reconmended to all county departnent heads and the hospital trustees that they
voluntarily take steps to reduce their budgets for 1933 by 20 percent to help

conmbat the depleted condition of the county treasury. The comm ssioners

voluntarily reduced their own salaries from$100 to $80 a mont h. 4°2

In February 1933, the grand jury found "that there is too much abuse of the use
of county cars and equi prent for private use,"” and charged that the sheriff could
not be depended upon for the proper collection of ganbling |icenses. Apparently,
57 ganbling ganes were operating in the county without licenses, resulting in a

quarterly loss to the county of $1,600. The grand jury recomended that the
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county license board appoint a |icense inspector. Upon an anal ysis of the

county's financial problens, it was reveal ed that the shortage of cash had been
br ought



about not only by the bank failures but by a heavy drop in license fees and ot her

fees, which would necessitate an i nmedi ate curtail nent of expenditures.454 On

February 7, 1933, the county conm ssioners decreased the salaries of all county

enpl oyees by 20 percent; and elected officers voluntarily reduced their salaries

and the salaries of their deputies by 10 percent.455

In March 1933 work was started on a 5.5-mle stretch of highway from Reno to
Huf f aker's at a cost of $94,000. The project was to replace the hi ghway which

was "only 18 feet w de and deci dedly bunpy" with a 21-foot pavenment of "the

456 and on June 24, 1933, the Purdy Hi ghway was

asphalt concrete type",
officially dedicated at inpressive cerenonies held on the state line 14 niles

north of Reno. The Reno Eveni ng Gazette described the event:

Hundr eds of Nevada and California residents stood in a
sagebrush flat under a hot sun for nore than an hour to

wi tness the event. Many aut onpbil es decked with fl ags
l'ined both sides of the road and the speaking platform
carried Nevada and California state flags. Several air-

pl anes | anded on the dry lake in tribute to the dedication.

Free beer, served by nerchants of Reno, added interest
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to the affair and stirring nusic was played by the

Reno muni ci pal band. Governor Bal zar spoke and then
drove the first car into Nevada over the new hi ghway

and the caravan followed into Reno. There was a big

: , 458
parade in Reno on arrival

An irate taxpayer on August 12, 1933, wote the Gazette:
There nmust be sonet hing about the county court house and
its surroundings that causes the good hard-hearted nen
we have uniformy elected to the job of county conm s-

sioners to |l ose their equilibrium



The field is a wide one, but we do not need to go far-
ther than the court house yard for the trees, and not
farther than the entrance door and the donme for the
bronze. Periodically soneone saws the tops of the
trees off, and last winter the worthy county conmi ssioners
started to renove three trees. Fortunately the sap began
to run before the [ ast one was noved.

There is sonething about the bronze done and bronze
trimto the windows and doors that is like a burr under
a shirt. Architects and artistic people spend a good
deal of noney for the soft inimitable coloring of bronze
or copper with certain alloys which the air colors by
nat ural process.

The dome of our beautiful court house is covered with
sheet bronze, and all agree that it was beautiful. A
few years ago one of our restless county conm ssioners had
it painted white, probably to make it look |ike tin.
This, it is said, resulted froma trip to Carson Gty
where he adnired the done of our capitol. This job was
said also to have been done by some itinerant steeplejack
Derision of taxpayers had its effect and the paint was then
scraped of f. The bronze had just gotten its beautiful
rich col or again, when sone nore restless county conm s-
sioners proceeded to gild it with some sort of tawdry
col oring. Perhaps sonmeone had been down to San Franci sco
and seen the cheap gilt colored done of the city hall

Not satisfied with gilding the dome, now it seens
the bug is so strong that they are beginning to polish the
trimaround the doors and wi ndows, so as to | ook |ike
brass, or maybe it is preparatory for a job of gilding.

If these jobs were necessary, perhaps the taxpayers,
i ncluding the several hundred who are delinquent because



they are unable to pay their taxes, would not conpl ain,
but they are not only usel ess, but worse than usel ess--
and sonet hing should not only be said about it, but done
about it.

Some of these restless county commi ssioners are al so
now consi dering rebuilding and enlarging the court house,
the jail, the sheriff's residence, and possibly other
anbi tious projects. The tenpting bait dangled in our
faces is that the United States government will contrib-
ute thirty per cent toward the cost. Perhaps we can get
along for awhile as we are, at least until this delinquent

tax list is cut down to one or two pages in the news-

paper.459

The pay cuts for elective officers didn't remain in effect for very long. By a
two to one vote of the conmm ssioners, effective October 1, 1933, the salaries of
all elective officers and deputies were returned to their forner |evels. But the

county clerk's office continued on a half-tine basis, and sal aries of other
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county enpl oyees were not increased. About 700 families were on the relief

rolls in Washoe County in November 1933, and up to Novenber 3, 1933, 15, 000

pounds of salt pork supplied by the Federal Government had been distributed in

t he county.461

Anticipating the repeal of the prohibition amendnent, the county conmi ssioners
on Novenber 17, 1933, at a special neeting fixed the county |icense fees for the
sale of intoxicating liquors at a |lower rate than those to be charged in Reno and
Sparks. The chairman of the board of county conmi ssioners defended the nodest
license fees: "Places in small towns |ike Verdi, Wadsworth or Gerlach, can't
afford to pay a high license. High |icenses will nmean bootl eggi ng and hi p pocket

peddling, and also will mean that small sal oon operators cannot nake a

Iiving."462 Subsequently, the county voiced no objection to wonen acting as

bartenders, although Reno rul ed agai nst such errployment.463



By the end of 1933 it was reported that 335 nmen who had been on the county's
relief rolls were enployed on federal relief projects -- nostly road construction
work on the Pyramid Lake road and on county roads near Cerlach, Wadsworth, Verd

and Sparks. The enpl oyees were linited to 30 hours a week or total pay per week

of $18. One hundred seventy-five wonen were enpl oyed on ot her projects.464

Compl eted in March 1934, at a cost of $140,000 exclusive of furnishings, the
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"new' Washoe Ceneral Hospital contained eight wards and 20 private roons. In

the sanme nonth, the new post office building was conpl eted and occupied,466

wi th dedi cation by Postmaster General Janes A Farley followi ng on July
23,1934, %7

In 1935 the Nevada | egi sl ature authorized the county conmi ssioners to issue
$500, 000 of noninterest-bearing county bonds for the construction of works and
i mprovenments for up-stream storage of the waters of the Truckee River system

(Boca Dan)468 and, after an approving election, to issue $285, 000 of county

bonds to repair the existing courthouse, sheriff's office and jail.469

The Reno Evening Gazette in January 1935 suggested that the county grand jury

i nvestigate the county hospital, which then had 59 enpl oyees. According to the
board of county comni ssioners, both the general hospital and the indigent
hospital attached to it had been operated in a wasteful and extravagant nmanner.
Decl aring that the new board of hospital trustees were converting the hospital
into a political institution, 470 physicians were also up in arns.

In March 1935, the grand jury reported that because of the settling of the
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county jail it was possible to lock only one cell block door, and i n anot her

vein urged the board of county comm ssioners to take steps to reduce the relief

rolls of the county and put craftsnen to work on construction projects



"whereby they will legitimately and honestly earn the noney received for their

work and | abor. " 472
Declaring that "there is too nmuch turnoil in the hospital,” and chargi ng that
the county hospital had been nmade a political football, the nedica

superintendent of Washoe General Hospital resigned in My 1935. 473

Under the aegis of the Federal Energency Relief Admnistration, construction
work on an 18-hole county golf course (the present Washoe County golf course)
began on May 22, 1935. The site was on the land fornmerly used as a nuni ci pal
airport, the Ranelli ranch whi ch had been acquired by the county for $6, 750, and
a portion of the old golf club. A seven-acre site was purchased for $100 for a
storage reservoir for the golf course water system By Septenber 25, 1935, 200
men were working on the project, which required the digging of 10 m|es of
trenches for the irrigation systemand construction of an earth-filled dam Al
of the land, valued at about $150, 000, was donated by Washoe County, cost of the

mat erials was shared by the county and the F.E.R A, and the federal agency
furni shed all the | abor Reno contri buted $3,000.474

Speedi ng on the county road between Reno and Sparks (later part of U S. Hi ghway
40) caused one citizen and taxpayer to conplain in Cctober 1935:

It should be possible to stop the terrific speeding that

is being practiced on the county road between Reno and

Sparks. Since the new boul evard was built between the

two cities it has been turned into a veritabl e speedway.

It is alnost inpossible to turn into one of the business

pl aces or hones or the residents there to visit their

mai | boxes wi t hout serious danger. Mre accidents and

deaths will result if it is not stopped, for it is a

thickly settled territory and requires cautious driving.475



As authorized by the 1935 |l egislature, the board of county commi ssioners called a
speci al el ection on Decenber 7, 1935, to determ ne whether the county shoul d
i ssue $285, 000 of courthouse inprovenent bonds, but the bond question failed to

pass. Property owners voted 1,236 to 842 against the question, nonproperty
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owners voted in favor of issuing the bonds, 569 to 398. Continuing to attenpt

to effect econony in county governnent, the conmm ssioners in Decenber 1935
abol i shed the office of county road i nspector and county health officer, a

conbi ned job created in January 1935. This reduction in force saved the county

$112.50 a nonth plus a $15 nonthly vehicle al | onance. 477

At a special election held April 7, 1936, voters of the Washoe County

Irrigation District and the Newl ands Project ratified the Truckee River

478

Agr eenent , whi ch approved the construction of the Boca Damto store 40, 000

acre-feet of water and obligated Washoe County taxpayers to pay construction

costs of $500,000 over a 40-year period.479

The county conm ssioners, anticipating conpletion of the new golf course,
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enpl oyed a gol f course manager in May 1936 at a nonthly salary of $150. The

county also took an option fromE. L. Hall on 38 acres as an intended site for a
recreation park and | ake. Upon exercising the option, the county was to pay
$7,000, with an additional $2,000 subscribed by adjacent |andowners and Reno
merchants. The | ake, now nanmed Virginia Lake, was to be created by the damm ng of
the Cochrane Ditch and was expected to cover 28 acres. |In Septenber 1936, the

county exercised the option, with park devel opnent to be a Wrks Progress

Adm ni stration project.481

Deci ding that an enlarged public airport was required, the board of county
comm ssioners in Septenber 1936 signhed an agreenment with United Air Lines by
whi ch the county and the airline were each to pay $18,000 toward t he purchase
of 250 acres.



The airline was to deed the airfield to the county, and the Wrks Progress

Adm ni stration was responsi ble for the inprovenents. Upon its prom se to maintain
the field, United Air Lines was to be granted a nonexcl usive use of the airport
for 25 years without paynent of rent. In Novenber 1936, the county conm ssioners
and the airline abandoned plans for airfield enlargenent, but United Air Lines

subsequently purchased 260 acres and began work to enlarge the field. And

condemation suits which had been instituted by the county were di smi ssed. 82

On Cctober 11, 1936, nine tenporary holes of the new golf course were opened
for play with approximately 100 golfers participating.483 The next day, a

contract was signed for construction, at a cost of $30,898, of the third wing on
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t he WAshoe General Hospital. Descri bi ng as excessive the costs charged for

indigents' care at the county hospital ($1 a day per patient), the county
comm ssi oners suggested the enactnent of |egislation at the forthcom ng 1937

session to give the board sone neasure of control over the actions of the

hospi t al trustees. *®® I'n 1937 control of the county hospital was placed in the

hands of a hospital board, the comm ssioners |evying taxes only and the hospital
trustees taking conplete charge of the care of all indigent persons, a drug

di spensary was installed, and it was admtted that divided responsibility for

adm ni stration had caused previous friction. 8

Agitation to bar wonen from wearing shorts on the new golf course caused sone

public discussion in July 1937, but the conmi ssioners decided to "skip the
question."487 August 1937 saw the comm ssioners award a contract for

construction of a county garage on the county hospital grounds at a cost of

$23,803, and decide that the garage at the rear of the courthouse was to be used

to store county records. *8 At that time, county buildings and their contents

wer e val ued at $1,015,000.489 A contract for a 24-roomaddition to the county

0

hospital was awarded at a cost of $51,111.49 Havi ng been reconstructed and

enl ar ged



with three asphalt-covered runways at a cost of $415,000,491 the United Air

Li nes airport occupi ed 509 acres.
Dedi cati on cerenonies were held on Septenber 10 and 11, 1937, in commenoration
of the conpletion of the new airfield and three new bridges over the Truckee

River in Reno -- the Wl ls Avenue bridge and the Lake and Sierra Street

bridges.492

In Cctober 1937 the county physician had the tenerity to ask the comi ssioners

for an assistant, reporting that in Septenber 1937 he had treated 1,001 county

patients in their homes or at the county hospital; but the conmi ssioners took no
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action on his request.4 Apparently, no taxpayer raised the question of the

legality of expenditure of public funds when the board (1) voted a retired

gardener $10 a nonth to feed nore than 1,000 destitute quail, the county

suppl ying the grain;494 and (2) donated $125 for lunber to conplete the ski junp
at Gal ena when prom sed that the "Gal ena course will be one of the finest in the
west . "*%° Mich to the surprise of county officials, the Federal Bureau of Prisons

in 1937 ranked the Washoe County jail as anobng the best 25 percent of city and

county jails in the United States. 496

In 1938 conplaints surfaced concerning the operation of the county golf course,
a group of patrons claimng that the course was not being cared for properly,
that they should have a controlling voice in nanagenent of the course, and that
caddi es should be allowed in the main clubhouse. To avoid further discussion, the

county comm ssioners proved that the course was still in the hands of the Wrks

Progress Adni ni stration. *%7

The conmi ssioners in 1939 publicly took on the Washoe County | egislative
del egation, ordering the closing, effective March 1, 1939, of the Washoe County
golf course, the Virginia Lake park and the Gal ena Creek recreation center,
whil e accusing the legislative delegation of refusing to recomend park and

recreation |legislation. The del egati on had asserted that the conmi ssioners



had operated the golf course and parks wi thout |egislative authority, and the
board countered that its actions had been taken to relieve unenpl oynent. A week

| ater, agreenent was reached by | egislators and comni ssioners concerning the

contents of bills authorizing certain golf course and park projects.498

During March 1939 the daily average of indigents in the county hospital was
116, and in April 1939 the board of hospital trustees gave notice to the county
conmm ssioners that the county indigent hospital and honme woul d be cl osed
because the indigent fund was depl eted. The Reno Evening Gazette urged a grand

jury investigation in May 1939:
For no very long period of tinme have the hospital trustees
and the county comm ssi oners enjoyed harnonious rel ations
since the general hospital plan was placed in operation
about 10 years ago. The comni ssioners say the nanagenent
of the hospital has disregarded sound busi ness principles
in conducting its affairs and has permitted the general

hospital to create large deficits which are nade up in

part by taking noney fromthe indigent hospital fund. 4%°

The 1940's

By 1940, 32,476 peopl e i nhabited Washoe County Reno residents nunbered 21, 317,
whi |l e Sparks and the uni ncorporated area each had about equal nunbers--5,318 in
Sparks and 5,841 in the unincorporated area.

In January 1940 it was reveal ed that the county comi ssioners had expended

5

$39, 185 for construction of the new golf course reservoir. % Two tennis

courts were to be constructed at the golf course with the assistance of the

Wirks Projects Administration, which was to provide the |abor, and materials

were to be furnished by the county.501



Wrld War 1l inposed a | ow key on county politics and projects. But with the
term nation of the war, the Nevada | egislature began to play catch-up in an
attenpt to provide for many county projects deferred because of war shortages. In

1945 the legislature directed the county conm ssioners to appoint a county
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engi neer and aut horized the creation of and expenditure fromcertain building
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funds derived from surpluses accumnul ated during the war. Al so the county

comm ssioners were authorized in 1945 to issue $750,000 of county bonds for an

addition and i nprovenents to the county hospital.504

The efforts of the county conmi ssioners did not go unrewarded, for in 1949

their salaries were increased by the legislature to $200 a mont h. °9°

The 1950's

The results of the decennial census of 1950 showed a record popul ation growth
for Washoe County (32,497 people constituted Reno' s popul ation, 8,208 individuals
resided in Sparks, and 9,500 persons were |ocated in the unincorporated area)
totaling 50,205. Long plagued by the problemof what to do with the state
fairgrounds and its dil api dated horse barns, the 1951 |egislature directed the

state board of agriculture, acting for the state agricultural society, to execute
a 50-year |ease with Washoe C‘ounty.506 And on Novenber 4, 1952, at a speci al

county el ection, $250,000 of county bonds were authorized to be issued for the

enl argenent and repair of the county hospital, now designated the Washoe

Medi cal Center. 507

In 1953, authorization was given by the legislature for the county

conmi ssioners to contract wwth the United States and its agencies for the renoval

of the reefs in the bed of the Truckee River,508

and the comm ssioners enpl oyed an
attorney to revise and conpile the county ordi nances, a job never before

undertaken.509 The comm ssioners | oaned the bronze doors of the



front entrance of the courthouse in Septenber 1953 to the Nevada Historical

Society.510 And the U.S. S. Washoe County was | aunched in July 1953, °11

In answer to heavy demand, the 1956 | egislature authorized the county

conmi ssioners to issue $100, 000 of county bonds for additional facilities at the

512

Washoe Medical Center. Ms. Henry Ritter received the final paynent of

$7,800 on July 20, 1956, fromthe county for the purchase of Bowers Mansion
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which is today a county park. In 1956, after successfully denonstrating the

need for a county juvenile detention home, the League of Wnen Voters caused

the county conmi ssioners to finance a study in conjunction with the Gty of
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Reno, and in the sanme year the comm ssioners ordered the district attorney to

make a conpl ete study of county rmnagement.515

The county conm ssioners were authorized by the 1957 legislature to issue after

an approving election: (a) $2,000,000 of county bonds to construct and inprove
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t he courthouse or the county jail or both; and (b) $200,000 of county bonds for

erection of and furnishing a juvenile detention horre. >/

After adoption on June 5, 1957, of a resolution establishing the position of

county nanager,518 the board on August 30, 1957, appoi nted Washoe County's first

county nanager.519 A board resol uti on adopted Septenber 20, 1957, established

his adm nistrative functions.520

The 1959 | egislature authorized the county conmi ssioners to i ssue $150, 000 of

county bonds to pay for enlargenent of the Washoe Medical Center, providing
federal noney was nmade avail able for the project.521 And when the 1957

juvenil e detention facility construction bonds proved to be insufficient in
anmount, the 1959 |egislature, concluding that the additional authorized anount
woul d not be so great as to require a resubmni ssion of the question to the

gqualified electors, authorized the county conmi ssioners to issue wthout an

el ection $275,000 of additional county bonds for conpletion of the project.522



3

The Washoe County fair and recreation board was created in 1959. °% A

construction contract for a 13, 100-square-foot county health and welfare

buil ding at Kirman and Second Streets, Reno, was awarded on April 6, 1959, at a

4

cost of $226,918.52 On April 27, 1959, the county manager was placed in charge

of all county departnents adm nistered by departnent heads appoi nted by the
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county comn ssi oners. Pursuant to NRS 439.570, a county health district and

district board of health were created on June 5, 1959,526 and by a vote of 82 to
3 the North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District was organi zed on Septenber 5,

1959. >?7 Finally, after years of argument, pleas and criticism a new county jail

construction contract was awarded Novenber 10, 1959. At a cost of $1, 029, 575,

the new jail was to be erected at the corner of South Sierra and Court Streets in

Reno.528

The 1960's

The popul ati on of Washoe County nore than doubled in the decade between 1950
and 1960--from 32,497 to 84, 743--with Sparks experiencing a dramatic growth of
nmore than 100 percent, from 8,208 in 1950 to 16,618 in 1960, and the

uni ncor porated area increasing from9,500 in 1950 to 16,655 in 1960. The 1960
| egi sl ature authorized the county conm ssioners to issue $2, 000,000 of county

bonds, $1, 500,000 of which had been previously authorized by an election in 1957,

to improve and construct a county jail ($1,400,000) and courthouse ($6OO,OOO).529

After the county had been adninistered by a three-man board of county
comm ssioners for 99 years, the legislature in 1960 increased the nunber of
Washoe County conmmissioners fromthree to five. In February 1960 the board

awar ded a construction contract for a juvenile detention facility, now called

Wttenberg Hall, in Reno, containing 12,800 square feet and costing $273,648.530

M nutes of neetings of the county conm ssioners for 1961 indicate the probl ens

of the board in approving routes for the



interstate highway system creation of a county fire departnent and the sel ection

of a convention hall site. The Incline Village General Inprovenent D strict was
created effective May 31, 1961,531 and on August 8, 1961, the county

comm ssi oners adopted a resolution creating a public works conmm ssion of 11
nmenbers to study and prepare a | ong-range programfor the building, planning

and devel oprent of public buildings and to make recommendati ons for the care,

preservation and renodel i ng of those already existing.532

By proclamation the county comni ssioners ordered that Novenmber 25, 1961, be
set aside by the citizens of Washoe County as a day of observance of the
centenni al of the county, and further ordered that "due and appropriate

ceremoni es" be conducted at Washoe City, where a suitable nonunment was to be

erected containing a time capsule enclosing items of historical interest. >

The county park system was expanded in Novenber 1961, wi th acceptance by the

county comm ssioners of an offer fromthe then state hi ghway departnent to
grant to the county Crystal Peak Park (also known as Verdi den Park) in Ver di . >34

In April 1962 the Fl ei schmann Foundati on of Nevada of fered Washoe County
$1, 000, 000 for the construction of a new public library building, provided that
the county or the Gty of Reno nmake available a site for the building. The sum of

$200, 000 was al so offered to cover operating expenses for a limted period. The

conm ssi oners accepted the of fer. >3

C ai ming that nothing had been done about golf balls |anding on his property

fromthe 11th tee of the Washoe County golf course, the owner conplained to the
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conmm ssioners in May 1962. Cerl ach experienced a plague of nosquitoes in July

1962, and the comni ssioners ordered the county "snoke bl owi ng nmachi ne" to be

taken to Gerlach for use in an experinental denonstration agai nst the i nsects. >3/

In the fall of 1962, a $35, 000 shop building contract was awarded for

construction at Incline Village.538



On January 19, 1963, the county conm ssioners accepted a bid of $1,899, 100 for

construction of an addition to the courthouse, conditioned on the 1963
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| egi slature's authorizing the board to issue $1, 000,000 of county bonds. >° The

| egi sl ature responded favorably, allow ng the issuance of $1, 250,000 of bonds,

wi t hout an election, to pay for enlargenent of the courthouse for $1, 000,000 and

0

construction of a branch county library in Sparks for $250,000.54 In addition,

| egi sl ati ve approval was given for Washoe County to issue $1, 000,000 of county

bonds wi thout an election for acquisition of public parks, playgrounds and ot her
recreational facilities. > A 2,880-square-foot sheriff's office at Incline

Village and the 68, 450-square-foot addition to the courthouse were built in 1963.
The years 1964 to 1967 saw a continued flurry of public works projects in
Washoe County. The Sparks branch library, containing 14,200 square feet at a

cost of $226, 000, was conpleted in 1964; in 1965 a new Federal Buil ding on Booth

542

Street in Reno was occupi ed; county road departnent inprovenments in 1966

i ncl uded a new shop ($218, 000) of 14,900 square feet in the Boynton Lane conpl ex
and a 1, 056-square-foot caretaker's residence and garage costing $16, 000

| ocated in the sane conplex; a $51,588 construction contract for a cl ubhouse at
the Stead Golf Course (now Sierra Sage Gol f Course) was awarded Septenber 25,

1967;543 and on July 17, 1967, contracts for inproving Davis Creek Park

(9165, 454.41) and restoring Bowers Mansion ($87, 455) were awar ded. >**

On June 5, 1967, county bonds totaling $6, 750,000 were sold for the purposes of

i mprovi ng the Washoe Medi cal Center at a cost of $5,000,000 and acquiring and

5

i nproving county parks for not to exceed $1,750,000.54 Pursuant to authori zing

statute, the county public works departnent was created on June 15, 1967,
bringi ng together under the direction of a director of public works several

county support departments, including building inspection and the county

5

. 46 . .
engl neer. The county conm ssi oners



gave perm ssion for the Nevada Historical Society to install the bronze doors

fromthe courthouse (loaned to the society in 1953) in the new society buil ding

erected on the canpus of the University of Nevada in Reno. >

Public works construction continued at a rapid pace in 1968: A caretaker's

resi dence and a concession stand at Bowers Mansion Park were authorized at a

cost of $27,929;548 a 5,700 square-foot concrete block and prefabricated netal

storage building at the county corporation yard at a cost of $45,211 was begun;549

and court house overcrowding was to be relieved by the award of a $680, 845

50

construction contract for a county adm nistration building.5 Construction of a

$325, 362 livestock pavilion, barns and restroons at the fairgrounds was

aut hori zed on August 26, 1968;551 a new 7, 083-square-foot clubhouse at the

Washoe County golf course was begun at a cost of $133,779;552 and at the

general election held Novenmber 5, 1968, $675, 000 of county bonds were

approved by the voters for an addition to Wttenberg Hall, the juvenile detention

facility. >3

554

On June 16, 1969, the first county public defender was appoi nted. In

compliance with an order of the county conmm ssioners which declared that July
21, 1969, should be observed as a day of participation honoring the United States

astronauts for their anticipated | anding on the noon, all county offices were

cl osed on that day.555 The first county conptroller was appointed by the county
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comm ssi oners in August 1969;5 the county road departnent became a division of

the public works departnment in Septenber 1969;557 and on Cctober 6, 1969, a

contract for $78,496 was awarded for the construction of a data processing

center (now managenent information services) in the basenent of the new

adm ni stration building.558



The 1970's

By 1970, Washoe County's popul ation had increased to 121, 068--72,863 lived in
Reno, 24,187 in Sparks and 24,018 in the unincorporated area. In that year, the

county conm ssioners constructed in Gerlach, at a cost of $13,330, a new jail and

justice's court of 590 square feet;559 Wttenberg Hall was expanded by 13, 600

0

square feet at an expense of $588,927;56 the Sierra Sage golf course was

561

expanded for an outlay of $261, 683; and a construction contract in the

amount of $457,400 was awarded for the establishnment of a recreation area at
Warrior Point, Pyramd Lake. °©2

Havi ng spent in excess of $725,066 on inprovenents at the fairgrounds since

1958, the county conmi ssioners, to protect their investnent, induced the Nevada
legislature in 1971 to extend the termof the fairgrounds |ease to March 2050. >3

And a county special election was called for June 8, 1971, the county
comm ssi oners seeking voter approval to issue bonds for a courthouse addition
($3,500, 000), an extension of the Sparks library ($200,000) and construction of

an Incline Village branch Iibrary ($500,000); but the voters refused to authorize
the bonds.>®* Articles organi zing a council of governnments were adopted by the
county comni ssioners and councilnmen of the Cities of Reno and Sparks in August
1971. °%

On February 10, 1972, the need for suburban fire protection in the popul ated

area of the county was answered by the creation of the Truckee Mecadows Fire

6

Protection D strict,56 and the design of a conplete systemfor inventory

control for fixed assets was instituted in the sane m)nth.567

In June 1972, the Washoe County Sheriff's Departnment Enpl oyees Associ ation

becane the first enployees' association to be recognized by the county

5

cormi ssi oners. %% A county managenent anal yst was appoi nted on Cctober 5,

1972.569 As a result of



pressure applied by the Environnental Protection Agency, the Crystal Bay
CGeneral Inprovenent District at Lake Tahoe was created in Novenber 1972, and

on the sanme day an interlocal agreenent was executed anong Washoe County,

Reno and Sparks for the operation of the district health department.570

The Stead branch library was opened in April 1973,571 and in the sanme nonth

consultants were enployed to conduct an office space study.572 A central

3

recei ving and di sbursing systemwas instituted for the county57 and a nmerit

personnel system adopted in 1973;574 and a femal e ani mal control officer,575 a

576

regi strar of voters, and a second justice of the peace for Reno Township

wer e appointed.577

In 1974 a procedure was instituted for the conduct of sal es of tax-delinquent
real property held in trust by the county treasurer.>’® And the board of county

comm ssioners were pleased to receive the results of the independent audit in
January 1974. The auditors, reporting for the fiscal year 1972-1973, renarked:

* * * expenditures were held under budget in all major

funds, primarily as a result of inproved controls over

the hiring of personnel and the acquisition of capital

assets. * * * Notable progress in county personnel adm n-

istration and accounti ng had been nade over the year,

whi ch was better than had been antici pated. 579

A construction contract was awarded in April 1974 for the extension of

Mayberry Drive and a bridge across the Truckee River at a cost of $1,459,750.580

Living up to its quixotic reputation, Fate, in the early hours of a day in My
1974, caused an intoxicated truck driver hauling a | oad of fresh strawberries to

strike an abutment of the old Mayberry Bridge, resulting inits collapse and

destruction.581

582

On May 10, 1974, the Gerlach General Inprovenent District was created; t he

county commi ssioners were ordered by the Nevada Tax Conmmi ssion on May 28,
1974, to respond before July 1, 1974, with a plan designed and intended to
achi eve an assessnent



ratio of 35 percent of full cash value with respect to the taxation of

8 and in June 1974 the county comnm ssioners established procedures for

property;5
the accounting and control of fixed assets of the county through the use of a

property control system and created a county purchasing departnment and a

district court adm'nistrator.584

As a partial answer to the demand of the Nevada Tax Comm ssion for a plan for
t he equalization of assessnents, Washoe County and the Cities of Reno and Sparks

in January 1975 signed a contract with consultants for the devel opnent,

operati on and nai ntenance of a conputer-assisted apprai sal system585 I n support

of the system the 1975 | egislature appropriated $106,000 to be applied over a

t wo- year period.586

At the sane tinme, the county commi ssioners directed the county manager to make

t he proposed county buil ding conplex the county's nunber one priority for

1975;587 and master planning for a conplex at the fairgrounds in Reno began on

8

March 5, 1975. %8 Havi ng received an allocation of $600,000 of federal noney

for the construction of a county public health center, the county comi ssioners

borrowed $600, 000 by short-termfinancing to begin construction on the

fai rgrounds site. 28

Pursuant to authorizing state statute, the county commi ssioners created the

of fice of county coroner on July 7, 1975. °%

Wth the approval of the Nevada Tax Commi ssion, the county commi ssioners on
March 25, 1976, sought a short-term|loan of $1,650,510 to finance the
construction of the welfare, heating and finance center buildings on the

fairgrounds site as well as clubhouse renodeling and expansion at the Washoe

591

County and Sierra Sage gol f courses. In June 1976 the county issued its first

econom ¢ revenue bonds for $10,000,000 to finance water facilities to be used by
the Sierra Pacific Power Conpany in the furnishing of water available on

r easonabl e demand to



menbers of the general public.592 A contract for the construction of the health,
wel fare and central heating buildings on the fairgrounds site was awarded on
August 16, 1976, for $2,074,156;593 and in Septenber 1976 county voters approved

t he i ssuance of $1, 500,000 of county bonds for the construction of a senior

citizens service center at the fairgrounds.594

In 1977 an unofficial census indicated that the popul ation of the county had

more than doubl ed since 1960! °%° The 1977 | egi slature created the Washoe County

6

Airport Authority to operate the regional airports59 and aut horized the use of

13.5 acres of the fairgrounds in Reno as a Washoe County buil di ng conpl ex site. %’

The Washoe County golf course clubhouse and parking | ot were expanded in January
1977 at a cost of $117,524.598 And evi dent need for construction of a branch

public library at Incline Village I ed the county conm ssioners to purchase |and

and accept an adjoi ning parcel from Boi se Cascade Hone and Land Corporation as a

l'ibrary building site. >%°

Concerned that the Washoe County jail and the Reno city jail were in need of
both i nmedi ate and | ong-term expansion, the grand jury reported on May 11, 1977,

that currently both the county jail and the Reno city jail were often

600

over crowded, and recommended t hat:

1. In consideration of the rapid rate of growth which the community was
experiencing, planning for expansion of these facilities should be begun
i medi ately;

2. Consideration be given to noving the Washoe County jail to enlarged
facilities outside of the Washoe County courthouse; and

3. Consideration be given to the consolidation of all jails within the county
into a newcentral jail facility.

During the last three nonths of 1977, the county conm ssioners awarded a

$1, 616, 300 construction contract for the senior citizens service center,601

instituted a formal risk nanagenent



program602 executed an agreenment with the Bureau of Land Managenent for

603

establi shnment of a sanitary disposal site near Cerlach, and awarded a

construction contract for a finance center at the county building complex in the

4

anount of $2,834,365.60 By 1978, the county's road division in the departnent of

public works was repairing and maintaining 2,320 | ane mles of roadway.

The 1980's and the Future

In 1980, at the tinme of the |ast decennial census, Washoe County's popul ation

had increased to 193, 623. Reno approached 100, 000, Sparks counted 40, 780, and the

05

uni ncorporated area total ed 53, 142. The grow ng areas of Sun Valley,6 Lenmon

06 607 09 610

VaIIey,6 Pal oni no Val | ey, Spani sh Spri ng V’alley,608 Col d Springs,6 Mogul ,

611

and Verdi now present a nultitude of problenms for the county conm ssioners.

Creation of general inprovenent districts is an answer, in part, to the provision
and managenent of water, sanitation and transportation.

Two district judges were added in 1982, bringing the total in Washoe County to
ni ne judges. The 1981 | egislature inposed spending limtations upon the county
conmi ssioners, thus deferring the conpletion of the county building conplex and
ot her capital inprovenents; the justices' courts were nade courts of record,
and the oft-repeated suggestions of the grand jury relative to construction of a
new county jail are being considered again, after the voters defeated the
guestion at a 1980 el ection.

"Healthy growth" in terns of enploynent, population and inconme is predicted for
Washoe County for the next decade. One forecast predicts that the popul ation

will rise to 323,000 in 1990. °*? Grand juries will continue to comment upon the

i nadequaci es of |ocal government; newspapers w |l undoubtedly



continue to taunt and abuse local officials, while the citizens will continue to
guestion the honesty and ethical standards of |ocal political officers.

Nonet hel ess, Washoe County and its counterparts will continue to be viable units
of governnment wherein the citizens have direct contact and conmunication with
their county comr ssioners, and despite the fact that "politics is perhaps the

only profession for which no preparation is thought necessary."

Russel | W McDonal d
May 1982



FOOTNOTES

Symbol s in Notes: To shorten citations in the Notes, the sur-
nanes of authors have been used to identify
bi bl i ographi cal entries containing full
titles of books and texts cited, and the
foll owi ng synbol s have been used to
identify
some other publications and docunents:

BCC. . . . . . . . . .Mnutes of the Washoe County Board of
Count y

Conmi ssi oners
cJ.s. . . . . . . . .Corpus Juris Secundum
CVA. . . . . . . . . .Carson Mrning Appeal
cr. . . . . . . . . .Carson Tribune
DN. . . . . . . . . .Deseret News
EDS. . . . . . . . . .Eureka Daily Sentinel
ES. . . . . . . . . .Eastern Slope
EU. . . . . . . . . .Esmeralda Union
GIN. . . . . . . . . .Cold H Il News
HR.. . . . . . . . . .Hunbol dt Register
MDA. . . . . . . . . .Marysville Daily Appeal
NRS. . . . . . . . . .Nevada Revised Statutes
NSJ. . . . . . . . . .Nevada State Journal
RC. .. . . . . . . .Reno Crescent
REG. . . . . . . . . .Reno Evening Gazette
RRR . . . . . . . . .Reese River Reveille
sb. . . . . . . . . .Sparks D spatch
TE. . . . . . . . . .Territorial Enterprise
W . . . . . . . . . .\Washoe Tines
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DeG oot, p. 5.

Elliott indicates a range for the Northern Paiutes which
i ncl uded nost of Nevada west of 117°30' west |ongitude.
Elliott, p. 26.

"The aboriginal Washo territory extended from Honey Lake
to Sonora Pass, the western boundary foll ow ng the crest
of the Sierra while the eastern boundary ran from Sonora
Pass north along the crest of the Pine Nut Mountains,
passing west of Virginia Cty, then north to a fewniles
east of Reno, and then northwest to Honey Lake."

Elliott, p. 26.

Carl son explains that the tribal nane Washo, from
"Washi u" or "Wasiu," nmeans "person."” Ratay states that
there are several neanings given to the word -- "tall
bunchgrass, " "rye grass" and "to work." Carlson, p. 2;
Ratay, pp. 7, 12.

WlliamS Wllianms, known as "Bill" or "AOd Bill" to his
contenporaries, a tall, gaunt, red-haired nountain man and
gui de, was born in 1787, grew up in Mssouri and was an
itinerant Baptist mnister before becom ng a trapper and
trader. In 1843 WIlians swung through the West from
Bent's Fort to the Colunbia River and back to Santa Fe.

He served as a guide in John C. Frenmont's third and fourth
expeditions. WIllianms was killed by Indians in 1849.

Lamar, p. 1273; Elliott, p. 40.

Elliott, p. 40.

John Charles Frenont was born in Georgia in 1813. In 1838
he was conmi ssioned a second |ieutenant in the United
States Corps of Topographi cal Engi neers and subsequently
made a virtual circuit of the entire Wst. Frenont joined
the Anericans in California in the Bear Flag Rebellion
agai nst Mexico in 1846. After court martial, he resigned
fromthe arny and | ed another expedition financed with pri-
vate sources. In 1850-1851 he served as a United States
Senator from California. Nanmed noni nee of the Republican
Party in 1856, he lost the election for President; was
nmade a maj or general in the Cvil War; was noninated again
for the presidency, but wi thdrew before the el ection; and
retired frompublic life only to becone penniless. In

1878 he was appoi nted governor of Arizona Territory, re-
signing in 1881. He died in 1890. Lamar, p. 406 et seq.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Pyram d Lake is the |argest remant of ancient Lake
Lahontan. Frenont described the | ake as "a sheet of
green water, sonme twenty mles broad. It broke upon our
eyes like the ocean.” Thonpson & West, p. 24.

In Cctober 1844 the Stevens- Murphy party named the river
Truckee for the Piute who had guided them across the Twenty
Mle Desert. "Nevada --Cuide to the Silver State,” Anerican
Qui de Series (Portland: Binsfords and Mart, 1940), p. 139.

In 1845 the trail was rerouted to avoid the difficult
Truckee Ri ver canyon above the Truckee Meadows. The new
trail left the Truckee R ver near Verdi proceedi ng west
to Truckee's (Donner) Lake via Dog and Stanpede Vall eys.
Hunt, p. 179.

Carl son, p. 10.

Jesse Appl egate (1811-1888) sired 13 children. He and his
brothers, Charles and Lindsay, and their fanmilies, set
out for Oregon in 1843, settling upon arrival near the
Dal l es, Oregon. In 1846 he explored and opened a diffi-
cult but not inpossible route fromFort Hall, Idaho, via
Nevada and northern California to the Wllanette Vall ey,
Oregon. He never was elected to major political office.

Lamar, p. 37 et seq.
Carlson, p. 11

Hunt, p. 67.

Peter Lassen emigrated fromDenmark to the United States
in 1830. For 10 years he was a bl acksmith and nerchant in
M ssouri, departing for California via Oregon in 1840. He
built California's first sawril|l near Santa Cruz Re-
turning to Mssouri in 1847, Lassen guided an i nm grant
party to California in 1848. He was killed in April 1859
whil e prospecting in the Black Rock country, and his
remai ns were renoved to Honey Lake. Raynond W Ml ler,
"'*Uncl e Pete' Lassen--Pioneer Mason, Prospector and
Bui l der," The New Age, Vol. xxv, No. 4 (April 1977).

H gh Rock Canyon, named for its high rock
wall's, was uti-ilized by Frenont in 1843,
the Appl egate brothers in 1846,

and Peter Lassen in 1848 Carlson, p. 134.

Carlson, p. 11

CXXXI .



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Report of the Debates in the Convention of California on
the Formation of the State Constitution (Washington, D.C.
1850), p. 170.

Ibid., p. 186.

By 1861 Junction House was a busy crossroads --the eastern

terni nus of the Henness Pass road and the Donner turnpike,

t he southern term nus of the Beckwourth Pass toll road, and
the northern termnus for the turnpi ke to Washoe City. REG
March 27, 1976; Paher, p. 39.

Thonpson & West, p. 39.

Di scovered by WIliam Nobles, the road |l eft the Lassen
route at Black Rock and went west into the Honey Lake area
Carlson, p. 11. Hunt states that "the original Nobles
Trail followed the Appl egate-Lassen Route to the G eat
Boiling Springs at Black Rock Point. It then cut west-
ward across a finger of the Black Rock Desert and dropped
south along the eastern base of the Granite Range to water
and grass at Granite Springs. Fromthere it proceeded

past the Hot Springs at CGerlach (discovered by Frenont in
1844) and rounded the point of the G anite Range to nove
al ong the watering places on the western edge of the Snoke
Creek Desert * * * and on to Honey Lake Valley and the
Susan River at Susanville." Hunt, p. 237.

The route was di scovered and opened by Janes P Beckwourth
in 1851 and first traveled by emgrants in 1852. After

| eavi ng the Truckee Meadows the route ran through Lemon
and Cold Springs Valleys and then northerly along Long
Val l ey Creek to Beckwourth Pass. Hunt, p. 247.

James Pi erson Beckwourth, a black nmountain man, worked
for various Rocky Mountain fur conpanies, fought in the
Sem nol e War, settled near Puebl o, Col orado, in 1842,
ran a saloon in Santa Fe in 1846, and with the di scovery
of gold was off to California in 1848. Beckwourth fornmned
a company to lay out a wagon road through the nountains
fromBidwell's Bar in 1851. For a few years he operated a
ranch, tradi ng post and hotel for emigrants at the sunmit
of Beckwourth Pass. He died in 1866 or 1867. Lanar, p. 85
et seq.

Paher, p. 37, REG March 27, 1976.

Lord, pp. 16-17.
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25.

26.

27.

Statutes of California 1852, p. 193. See also Lillard,
p. 56; and Charles Kasch, "Klamath County, California,"”
34 California Historical Society Quarterly, p. 365 et seq.

Thonpson & West, p. 623.

Located on the Big Bend of the Truckee River and on a
trail used by the emi grants, Wadsworth, earlier known as
Lower Emigrant Crossing, was laid out in 1868 by Central
Pacific Railroad officials and nanmed in honor of Janes
Samuel Wadsworth, a GCvil War general who was killed in
the Battle of the Wlderness in May 1864. The Gold Hil
News descri bed Wadsworth in 1869: "The town is dead and
gives but little promse of a very healthy resurrection
during the present century. There is little or no

bui | di ng goi ng on, the place not half popul ated and pretty
much everybody is shaking tenporarily with the ague. The only
life ever exhibited in the town is when a train of cars
fromthe East or Wst stops there, when the nost ambitious
and energetic nen of the town gather along the platform

of the depot with their |ower jaws hangi ng down, both hands
in their pockets, and there they stand shaking as |ong as
the cars are in sight. Even the dogs | ook shaky, careworn,
br oken down and dejected, hardly able to stand up and bark."
Despite the pessimsmof the Gold H Il News, until 1905
Wadsworth was the nost inportant railroad town in the
state and the "second town" of Washoe County. In the
1870's the resources of Wadsworth consisted of railroad
expenditures, its freighting business, mning connections,
fish trade, stockraising and agricultural products. The
rail road conpany had | arge and extensive works there,

enpl oyi ng over 150 workers and artisans. The popul ation
was then estimated at between 600 and 700. The Nevada
State Journal reported that there were no | awyers or doc-
tors living there, which accounted "in a great neasure for
t he heal t hful ness of the clinmte and peace and qui et

whi ch has ever nade Wadsworth an exception to the average
Nevada town." The town becane very lively in 1902 thanks
to unwel come guests. "Virtually every train brought in

its conpl enent of hoboes."” By 1905 the rail road shops

had been noved to Sparks, and "even stores and houses went
along on the flat cars.” Wth the town cut off fromthe
main line of the railroad and practically deserted,
nunerous domestic cats becane wild and fearl essly roaned
the streets. Wen the forner inhabitants renoved to

Sparks the cats were | eft behind. The Nevada State Journa
reported that "the droves of fornmer pets were becomi ng nore
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

daring and numerous every day." Where once upon a tine
houses lined the streets all that remained was a row of
rusty water pipes, the streans from which were fl oodi ng
the streets. On all sides there was nothing but desert
and desol ati on one hotel and two sal oons nmanaged to do
all the business in a town that fornerly supported 20

or 30 sal oons and a dozen restaurants. Wadsworth managed
to survive. Lying adjacent to U S. Highway |-80, the town
today has a justice of the peace, a constable and a smal
business district. Elliott, p. 113; Carlson, p. 240; GHN
Sept. 1, 1869; REG Jan. 3, 1880; June 19, 1929; NSJ,

July 21, 1875; Feb. 27, 1877; Dec. 20, 1904; WMarch 1, 1905.
FMWIIis in REG June 15, 1935.

Thonpson & West, pp. 37-38.

Edward C. Ing was born in Philadel phia, Pennsylvania, in
1820. He cane to Carson County, Uah Territory, from
California, and after mning in Virginia Gty he and John
Owens established a tradi ng post on the Truckee River

near G e