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Staff Report

BOARD MEETING DATE:  August 4, 2020

	DATE:
	Thursday, July 30, 2020

	TO:
	Board of County Commissioners

	FROM:
	Gabrielle Enfield, County Grants Administrator 

328-2009, genfield@washoecounty.us 


	THROUGH:
	Christine Vuletich, Assistant County Manager

	SUBJECT:
	Recommendation to accept federal assistance of Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) allocation from the State of Nevada Governor’s Finance Office in the amount of [$20,254,818; no county match], retroactive from March 1, 2020 through December 30, 2020. Authorize the County Manager to sign award documents, and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget amendments; and possible direction to staff regarding expenditure of award funds. (All Commission Districts)



SUMMARY
The Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) allocation of federal assistance through the State of Nevada, Governor’s Finance Office, in the amount of $20,254,818, provides assistance necessary to cover expenses related to the COVID-19 outbreak. The Washoe Board of County Commissioners must accept grant awards, and must approve amendments to the adopted fiscal year budget and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget amendments.  Commissioners may wish to provide direction to staff regarding expenditure of these funds.
Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Safe, Secure and Healthy Communities 
PREVIOUS ACTION 
No previous action.
BACKGROUND

Under the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the “CARES Act”), the Coronavirus Relief Fund (“Fund”) may be used to reimburse local governments in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency. The federal awarding agency is the U.S. Department of Treasury. The Inspector General of the United States Department of the Treasury (“Treasury”) conducts monitoring and oversight of the receipt, disbursement and use of these funds. 

The CARES Act authorized $150 billion through the Fund for state and local governments, including $1.25 billion for Nevada. A portion of the State’s total allotment was reserved for local governments that have a population in excess of 500,000. As a result, the City of Las Vegas and Clark County elected to receive direct allocations from the Treasury. The State of Nevada received $836 million from the Fund, of which $148.5 million will be allocated to counties and incorporated cities outside of Clark County with populations of less than 500,000.  

Our region received a total allocation of $86,109,092 distributed as follows:

Washoe County
$20,254,818

City of Reno

$46,678,013

City of Sparks

$19,176,261

Funds may NOT be used to fill shortfalls in government revenue to cover expenditures that would not otherwise qualify under the statute. Although a broad range of uses is allowed, revenue replacement is not a permissible use of Fund payments.
Under the CARES Act, the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) may be used to cover costs that:

1. Were incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020, and ends on December 30, 2020.

2. Are necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to COVID-19.
3. Are NOT accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 (the date of enactment of the CARES Act) for the State or government. The “most recently approved” budget refers to the enacted budget for the relevant fiscal period for the particular government. A cost meets this requirement if: 
a. The cost cannot lawfully be funded using a line item, allotment, or allocation within that budget; OR 
b. The cost is for a substantially different use from any expected use of funds in such a line item, allotment, or allocation.
c. A cost is not considered to have been accounted for in a budget merely because it could be met using a budgetary stabilization fund, rainy day fund, or similar reserve account. 

This award is submitted for retroactive approval because award documents were received on July 13, 2020.
GRANT AWARD SUMMARY
Project/Program Name:
Coronavirus Relief Fund
Scope of the Project:
 Washoe County response to the COVID-19 public health emergency.
Benefit to Washoe County Residents: In order to protect public health and ensure public safety, as well as to lessen or avert the threat of a healthcare catastrophe, Washoe County through its offices and departments will work to prevent the spread of the virus, and respond to the outbreak. 

On-Going Program Support: Award will be used to address needs related to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Award Amount: 

$20,254,818
Grant Period:   
March 1, 2020- December 30, 2020
Funding Source: 

U.S Department of the Treasury
Pass Through Entity: 
State of Nevada, Governor’s Finance Office
CFDA Number:

21.019
Grant ID Number:
NA
Match Amount and Type:
NA
Sub-Awards and Contracts: It is anticipated that a sub-award in the amount of $500,000 may be awarded to the City of Reno to support Small Business Assistance, and an sub-award to support the Delivery with Dignity food program in the amount of $95,000. Procurement of contracts will comply with the Washoe County Purchasing Manual and federal procurement guidelines in 2 CFRPart 200.  
FISCAL IMPACT

Should the board accept this federal assistance allocation and approve these amendments, the FY21 Office of the County Manager, adopted budget will be increased by $20,254,818  in both revenues and expenditures in the following accounts:
	Cost Object & Description
	G/L Account & Description
	Amount

	IO-11733 Coronavirus Relief Fund 
	431100-Federal Grants
	$20,254,818

	IO-11733 Cornavirus Relief Fund
	710500-Other Expense
	$19,659,818

	IO-11733 Cornavirus Relief Fund
	710119-Subrecipient Payments
	$595,000


No Match required 

The attached proposed CRF Fund Expenditure Plan #1 identifies the initial expenses of $10,127,409. 
RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners accept federal assistance of Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) allocation from the State of Nevada Governor’s Finance Office in the amount of [$20,254,818; no county match], retroactive from March 1, 2020 through December 30, 2020. Authorize the County Manager to sign award documents, and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget amendments; and possible direction to staff regarding expenditure of award funds. 
POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Board agree with staff’s recommendation, a possible motion would be: “move accept federal assistance of Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) allocation from the State of Nevada Governor’s Finance Office in the amount of [$20,254,818; no county match], retroactive from March 1, 2020 through December 30, 2020. Authorize the County Manager to sign award documents, and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget amendments”.
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